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Prelude: Herr Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend (Lord Jesus Christ, be present now) - J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Hymn: Leaning on the everlasting arms (Showalter) LEVAS # 196 
 
Opening Acclamation  BCP 355 
 
Gloria Hymnal #S- 278 
 
Collect of the Day   
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than 
we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which 
our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except 
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
First Lesson  Isaiah 5:1-7 
Let me sing for my beloved 

my love-song concerning his vineyard:  
My beloved had a vineyard 

on a very fertile hill.  
He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

and planted it with choice vines;  
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

and hewed out a wine vat in it;  
he expected it to yield grapes, 

but it yielded wild grapes.  
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

and people of Judah,  
judge between me 

and my vineyard. 
What more was there to do for my vineyard 

that I have not done in it?  
When I expected it to yield grapes, 

why did it yield wild grapes?  
And now I will tell you 

what I will do to my vineyard.  

I will remove its hedge, 
and it shall be devoured;  

I will break down its wall, 
and it shall be trampled down.  

I will make it a waste; 
it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
and it shall be overgrown with briers 
and thorns;  

I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it.  

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
is the house of Israel,  

and the people of Judah 
are his pleasant planting;  

he expected justice, 
but saw bloodshed;  

righteousness, 
but heard a cry.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 80:7-14 

Qui regis Israel 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 
you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9 You prepared the ground for it; * 
it took root and filled the land. 

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
and its branches to the River. 

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
behold and tend this vine; * 
preserve what your right hand has planted. 

 
Epistle Philippians 3:4b-14 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that 
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and 
the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my 
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
  



 
Gospel  Matthew 21:33-46 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he 
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of 
the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”  

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone;  

this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’?  

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it 
will crush anyone on whom it falls.”  

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about 
them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Sermon The Rev. Megan Castellan 
 
The Nicene Creed BCP 358 
 
Prayers of the People: Form III BCP 387 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 
Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 



Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

For the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 
Wes  
Jean  
Susan  
Jeanette  
CeCe  
Elizabeth  

Richard 
Dhara  
Julee  
Lorraine  
Edith  
Libby  

John  
Kathleen 
Theodore  
Paul  
Louis  
Kay  

Joyce  
Sue 
Skip 
Joe 
Virginia 
Sara 

Heather 
Mary 
Jimmy 
Ruth 
June 
Clare 

Joell 
Linda 
Mary 

 
For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:  
Laura Day, Mike Van Fleet, Floriana Blanton, George Van Fleet, Sam Schaff 
 
The Lord's Prayer BCP 364 
 
Hymn Glory, glory, hallelujah (Traditional Spiritual) LEVAS # 130 
 
Peace 
 
Dismissal 
 
Postlude Vater unser im Himmelreich (Our Father, who art in heaven) -  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
  



Hymn: Leaning on the everlasting arms (Showalter) LEVAS # 196 

 
  



Gloria Hymnal #S- 278 

 
  



Hymn Glory, glory, hallelujah (Traditional Spiritual) LEVAS # 130 

 
  



 

 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca NY (607)-273-6532 ~ www.stjohnsithaca.org office@stjohnsithaca.org 

"Like" us on Facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 
Sara Van Looy, Sr. Warden Matthew Sanaker, Jr. Warden 
AnnMarie Hautaniemi, Parish Administrator  Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Karen A. Hindenlang, Director of Music/Organist Crawford R. Thoburn, Assisting Conductor

Although the office has limited hours for the duration of the pandemic, e-mail, regular mail and phone 
messages will be monitored. If you need pastoral assistance, or just want to reach out to Mtr. Megan, please 
call 315-757-0251, or e-mail mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org. She also is available to Skype, Zoom or 
FaceTime! 

Office Hours MWF 2-5pm, TuTh 10am- 2pm 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation here. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us 

Coffee Hour, today at 11:30 on zoom https://zoom.us/j/91221585167 

Join us for Morning Prayer weekdays at 9:30 on FaceBook & YouTube.  

October 1st marked the 3rd anniversary of the dedication of our new congregational hymnals, Lift Every 
Voice and Sing II.  Each Sunday Livestream service this month will include hymns from this collection. 

Sing in Cyber Choir! Make independent sound files of anthems and/or hymns at your convenience to be 
blended with other singers for our worship services. Contact the Director of Music through the church 
office for info and a zoom link to our 45 minute instructional meetings on Thursdays @ 7pm. 

One License # A - 724223  
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