
TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Proper 27 

Service of Antecommunion 
St. John's Episcopal Church 

Ithaca, NY 14850 
November 8, 2020 Year A 

stjohnsithaca.org 
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Prelude: Meditation on Slane - Dale Wood (1934 - 2003) 
 
Hymn: O God of every nation (Llangloffan)  Hymnal # 607 
 
Opening Acclamation  BCP 355 
 
Gloria Hymnal # S-278 
 
Collect of the Day   
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us 
children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is 
pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
First Lesson Amos 5:18-24 
Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: 
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 

Why do you want the day of the Lord?  
It is darkness, not light; 

as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear;  
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

and was bitten by a snake. 
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 

and gloom with no brightness in it? 
I hate, I despise your festivals, 

and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  
But let justice roll down like waters, 

and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 70  Deus, in adjutorium 
 
1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 

O Lord, make haste to help me. 
2 Let those who seek my life be ashamed 

and altogether dismayed; * 
let those who take pleasure in my 
misfortune 
draw back and be disgraced. 

3 Let those who say to me "Aha!" and 
gloat over me turn back, * 
because they are ashamed. 

4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad 
in you; * 
let those who love your salvation say 
for ever, 
"Great is the Lord!" 

5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 
come to me speedily, O God. 

6 You are my helper and my deliverer; * 
O Lord, do not tarry. 

 
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by 
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no 
means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel  Matthew 25:1-13 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was 
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The 
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! 
there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open 
to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sermon The Rev. Megan Castellan 
 
The Nicene Creed BCP 358 
 
Prayers of the People: Form III BCP 387 



Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 
Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

For the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Wes  
Jean  
Susan  
Jeanette  
CeCe  
Elizabeth  

Richard 
Dhara  
Julee  
Lorraine  
Edith  
Libby  

John  
Kathleen 
Theodore  
Paul  
Louis  
Kay  

Joyce  
Sue 
Skip 
Joe 
Virginia 
Sara 

Heather 
Mary 
Jimmy 
Ruth 
June 
Clare 

Joell 
Linda 
Mary 
Lisa 
Keith 

 
For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: Libby Hedrick, Harvy Wilkin, Melissa 
Gallison, David Blanton, Aaron Wagner, Lynne Saulbury 
 
The Lord's Prayer BCP 364 
 
Hymn: Lord of all hopefulness (Slane) Hymnal # 482  
 
Peace 
 
Dismissal 
 
Postlude: Finale on Ora Labora (Come, labor on)  - tune by C. H. H. Parry (1848-1918) 
  setting by Charles Callahan, 2003 
  



Hymn: O God of every nation (Llangloffan)  Hymnal # 607 

 
  



 
Gloria Hymnal # S-278 

 
 



 
Hymn: Lord of all hopefulness (Slane) Hymnal # 482  

 
 
  



 
 

 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca NY (607)-273-6532 ~ www.stjohnsithaca.org office@stjohnsithaca.org 

"Like" us on Facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 
Sara Van Looy, Sr. Warden Matthew Sanaker, Jr. Warden 
AnnMarie Hautaniemi, Parish Administrator  Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Karen A. Hindenlang, Director of Music/Organist Crawford R. Thoburn, Assisting Conductor 
 

*Office Hours: M-W-F 2pm- 5pm, Tu- Thurs 10am-2pm 
 
Although the office has limited hours* for the duration of the pandemic, e-mail, regular mail and phone 
messages will be monitored. If you need pastoral assistance, or just want to reach out to Mtr. Megan, please 
call her at 315-757-0251, or e-mail mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation here. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us 

Coffee Hour, today at 11:30 on zoom https://zoom.us/j/91221585167 

Join us for Morning Prayer weekdays at 9:30 on FaceBook & YouTube.  

PHOTOS are needed to accompany some of the music in our online services. If you’ve shot some scenes 
in and around Ithaca that Karen could use with your permission, please send them to the church office; 
thank you! 
 
SING with our Cyber Choirs and refine your vocal, musical, and technical skills while you serve our parish 
in worship.  Have a look here for more information! 

One License # A - 724223  

mailto:office@stjohnsithaca.org
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=30c2f34a42
https://www.facebook.com/pg/stjohnsithaca/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxbb-xYRK4JHJvOG7iI_NVA/videos
https://sites.google.com/site/stjohnithacachoir/home/cyber-choir
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