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Opening Sentence 

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacrifice. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter               BCP 109 
 Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Alleluia 



Oh Gracious Light   Phos hilaron 

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Psalm 96                  Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
proclaim the good news of his 
salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be 
praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they 
are but idols; * 
but it is the Lord who made the 
heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his 
presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of 
his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the 
peoples; * 
ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his 
Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his 
courts. 

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble before 
him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: 
"The Lord is King! * 
he has made the world so firm that it 
cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the 
earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 
* 
let the field be joyful and all that is 
therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood 
shout for joy 
before the Lord when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with 
righteousness * 
and the peoples with his truth. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
  



First Lesson               Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light;  
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-

- 
on them light has shined.  

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy;  

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest,  
as people exult when dividing plunder.  

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders,  
the rod of their oppressor,  
you have broken as on the day of 
Midian.  

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood  
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us;  

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace  

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it  

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and 
forevermore.  

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Mary  Magnificat        Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
* 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 
 
 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
* 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Epistle                         Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while 
we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 



The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Simeon Nunc dimittis        Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Gospel             Luke 2:1-20 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Suffrages 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 



That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgment seat 
of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of St. John and all your saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

 
The Collect of the Day              
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who 
have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you 
and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 
A Collect for Peace 
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just works: Give to us, your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your 
will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the 
mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 
A Prayer for Mission 
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, all nations 
obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The General Thanksgiving 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 



through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to 
you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in 
his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 
all evermore. Amen.          2 Corinthians 13: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org 
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday- Thursday 9 AM- 1 PM, 1:30- 4:30 PM 

 
The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 

Sara Van Looy, Sr. Warden Matthew Sanaker, Jr. Warden 
AnnMarie Hautaniemi, Parish Administrator  Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Karen A. Hindenlang, Director of Music/Organist Crawford R. Thoburn, Assisting Conductor 
 
Although the office is closed for the duration of the pandemic, e-mail, regular mail and phone messages 
will be monitored. If you need pastoral assistance, or just want to reach out to Mtr. Megan, please call her 
at 315-757-0251, or e-mail mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org. 


	Oh Gracious Light   Phos hilaron
	Psalm 96                  Cantate Domino
	First Lesson               Isaiah 9:2-7
	The Word of the Lord.
	Epistle                         Titus 2:11-14
	The Word of the Lord.
	Gospel             Luke 2:1-20

