
 
 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

August 22, 2021 Year B 
10:00 AM 

* Indicates please stand 
 

Prelude Dearest Jesus, at Your Word - Paul Manz 

*Hymn Blessed Jesus, at thy word (Liebster Jesu) Hymnal # 440 omit vs. 2  
*Opening Acclamation 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
*Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
*Gloria  Hymnal # S-278 

 Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world:  
 have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand 
 of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High,  
 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father, Amen. 

*The Collect of The Day  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show 
forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  



The First Lesson   1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43 
[Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the ancestral 
houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the 
wings of the cherubim. And when the priests came out of the holy place, a cloud filled the house of 
the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of 
the Lord filled the house of the Lord.] 

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and 
spread out his hands to heaven. He said, “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven 
above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before 
you with all their heart, the covenant that you kept for your servant my father David as you declared 
to him; you promised with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with your hand. Therefore, O Lord, 
God of Israel, keep for your servant my father David that which you promised him, saying, ‘There 
shall never fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to 
their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.’ Therefore, O God of Israel, let your 
word be confirmed, which you promised to your servant my father David. 

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, 
much less this house that I have built! Regard your servant’s prayer and his plea, O Lord my God, 
heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you today; that your eyes may be open night 
and day toward this house, the place of which you said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that you may heed 
the prayer that your servant prays toward this place. Hear the plea of your servant and of your people 
Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in heaven your dwelling place; heed and forgive.  

“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land because of 
your name —for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm—
when a foreigner comes and prays toward this house, then hear in heaven your dwelling place, and do 
according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your 
name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and so that they may know that your name has been 
invoked on this house that I have built.      

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 84  Quam dilecta! 
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 



6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; * 
he will give grace and glory; 

11 No good thing will the Lord withhold * 
from those who walk with integrity. 

12 O Lord of hosts, * 
happy are they who put their trust in you! 

The Epistle Ephesians 6:10-20 
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood 
and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand 
firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of 
peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere 
in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to 
make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I 
may declare it boldly, as I must speak.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*The Gospel Reading John 6:56-69  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is 
the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the 
one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the 
synagogue at Capernaum. 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” But 
Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 
Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that 
gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you 
there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 



believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you 
that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked 
the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of 
God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Rev. Megan Castellan  
*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the People 
God is our strength, our hope in times of trouble, our shield when joy abounds. In thanksgiving for God’s 
abiding presence we offer our prayers and respond to each petition by saying, “Savior, be with us.” 
 
+ In thanksgiving for the foreigner in our midst, whose different experiences and understandings bring 
freshness and vitality to the life of the Church, reawakening our imagination in proclaiming the gospel;  
let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 
 
+ In thanksgiving for the gift of free will and the ability to choose our direction in life; may God grant us 
the wisdom to seek after those things which arm us with the power of faith, justice, and truth; let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 
 
 



+ For those preparing to return to schools and colleges, that they may be given a lively curiosity and a 
keen desire for inquiry and knowledge; let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 
 
+ That honesty will prevail in local and national governments and institutions, leading to peaceful 
resolutions to longstanding disputes, and social development that lifts the poor from hunger and despair; 
let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 
+ For those who are ill, in hospitals, nursing facilities, or at home, that they may be freed from their 
physical burdens and receive spiritual health; let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 
 
+ For those who have died in the faith of Christ, may they rise to eternal glory; let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 
 
In the presence of the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the world, let us continue our prayers and 
thanksgivings. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for: 
Theodore 
Dhara 
Lorraine 
Loraine 
Lucy 
Carol 
Kathryn 
Wes  

Susan  
Joan 
 Jean 
James 
Laura 
Martha 
Mary 
James 

Jay 
Terry 
Alan 
Sara 
Suzy 
Skip 
Hattye 
Elaine 

Pat 
Jerry 
Cecil 
Edith 
Shirley 
Donald 
Susan 
Pat 

Christina 
Amelia 
Dani 
Mary 
Tom 
 

 
For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: Cora Yao, Pam Talbott, Hilary Dietz 

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
  



*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave! 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Announcements & Welcome 
Offertory Sentence  
*Offertory Hymn Blessed Jesus, at Your Word - J. S. Bach 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A  
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts 
People: We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal # S-130 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 

 
Holy and gracious God: 
In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into sin 
and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all. 
 
Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross,  and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is given for you.   Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  
Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 
 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,  
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
by Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Fraction 
 
Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)         Hymnal # S-164 
The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. Eucharist will be distributed in the form of the bread with wine available for 
intincture.  Please come forward in a single line in the center aisle to receive.  Wait to remove your mask until you return to 

your seat, and then replace it after consuming the Sacrament.  
Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 
*Hymn Stand up, stand up for Jesus (Morning Light) Hymnal # 561 omit vs 3 
Dismissal 
Postlude Hymn of Faith - Walker Baylor 

Liturgical Ministers Daniella Ripperton,  Jerome Fung 
 

This morning we welcome guest Organist George Damp 
  



Hymn Lyrics 

Blessed Jesus, at thy word (Liebster Jesu) 

1 Blessèd Jesus, at thy word 
we are gathered all to hear thee; 
let our hearts and souls be stirred 
now to seek and love and fear thee; 
by thy teachings pure and holy, 
drawn from earth to love thee solely. 

3 Gracious Lord, thyself impart! 
Light of Light, from God proceeding, 
open thou our ears and heart, 
help us by thy Spirit’s pleading. 
Hear the cry thy Church upraises;  
hear, and bless our prayers and praises. 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus (Morning Light) 

1 Stand up, stand up, for Jesus, 
ye soldiers of the cross; 
lift high his royal banner, 
it must not suffer loss: 
from victory unto victory 
his army shall he lead, 
till every foe is vanquished 
and Christ is Lord indeed. 

2 Stand up, stand up, for Jesus; 
the trumpet call obey; 
forth to the mighty conflict 
in this his glorious day: 
ye that are men now serve him 
against unnumbered foes; 
let courage rise with danger, 
and strength to strength oppose. 

4 Stand up, stand up, for Jesus; 
the strife will not be long: 
this day, the noise of battle; 
the next, the victor's song. 
To valiant hearts triumphant, 
a crown of life shall be; 
they with the King of glory 
shall reign eternally.  

 
 
 

The Hymnal 1982, Copyright © 1985 by The Church Pension Fund. 
Used by permission. OneLicense # A-724223. All rights reserved. 

 
  



 
 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street  Ithaca, NY 14850 

(607)-273-6532 
www.stjohnsithaca.org 

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 

Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10-3 
 

The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 
Matthew Sanaker, Sr. Warden Cora Yao, Jr. Warden 
AnnMarie Hautaniemi, Parish Administrator  Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Karen A. Hindenlang, Director of Music/Organist Crawford R. Thoburn, Assisting Conductor 
 
If you need pastoral assistance, or just want to reach out to Mtr. Megan, please call her at 315-757-0251, or 
e-mail mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/ . Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us 

Join us for Morning Prayer weekdays at 9:30 on FaceBook & YouTube.  

One License # A - 724223 

https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
https://www.facebook.com/pg/stjohnsithaca/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxbb-xYRK4JHJvOG7iI_NVA/videos
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