
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

September12, 2021 Year B 
10:30 AM 

* Indicates please stand 
 

Prelude Voluntary in A Minor - William Boyce (1710-1779) 

*Hymn Take up your cross (Bourbon) Hymnal # 675 Vs. 1, 2 & 5 

*Opening Acclamation 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

*Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Gloria  Hymnal # S-280 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father, Amen. 

*The Collect of The Day  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in 
all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

  



The First Lesson` `Proverbs 1:20-33 

Wisdom cries out in the street; 
in the squares she raises her voice.  

At the busiest corner she cries out; 
at the entrance of the city gates she 
speaks:  

“How long, O simple ones, will you love 
being simple? 

How long will scoffers delight in their 
scoffing 
and fools hate knowledge?  

Give heed to my reproof; 
I will pour out my thoughts to you; 

I will make my words known to you.  
Because I have called and you refused, 

have stretched out my hand and no 
one heeded,  

and because you have ignored all my 
counsel 
and would have none of my reproof,  

I also will laugh at your calamity; 
I will mock when panic strikes you,  

when panic strikes you like a storm, 
and your calamity comes like a 

whirlwind,  
when distress and anguish come upon 
you.  

Then they will call upon me, but I will not 
answer; 
they will seek me diligently, but will 
not find me.  

Because they hated knowledge 
and did not choose the fear of 
the Lord,  

would have none of my counsel, 
and despised all my reproof,  

therefore they shall eat the fruit of their 
way 
and be sated with their own devices.  

For waywardness kills the simple, 
and the complacency of fools destroys 
them;  

but those who listen to me will be secure 
and will live at ease, without dread of 
disaster.”

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his 
handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to 
another. 

3 Although they have no words or 
language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, 
* 
and their message to the ends of the 
world. 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the 
sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out 
of his chamber; 

it rejoices like a champion to run its 
course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of 
the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; 
* 
nothing is hidden from its burning 
heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the Lord are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is 
clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 



9 The fear of the Lord is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant 
enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great 
reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from 
presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my 
redeemer. 

 
The Epistle Reading  James 3:1-12 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach 
will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no 
mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into 
the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though 
they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
exploits. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among 
our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is 
itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed 
and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the 
likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this 
ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 
Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield 
fresh.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*The Gospel Reading Mark 8:27-38  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still 
others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 
are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.Then he began to teach them 
that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 



them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Rev. Megan Castellan  

*The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the People 

God grants the blessing of hope to all who listen to the Divine Voice. Let us hear Jesus’ invitation to 
prayer as we join together in the offering of our intercessions, responding to each petition by saying, 
“Savior, be with us.” 

+ For the gift of wisdom, that the Church, the community of the baptized, may reveal the eternal light of 
Christ’s generosity to those who live in the dark corners of poverty and despair; let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 

+ For those who serve in prisons, nursing facilities, the military branches of our country, homeless 
shelters, and soup kitchens, that they may be renewed by God’s love; let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 

+ For peace among peoples and nations, that words of blessing may overcome curses, and the power of 
God spare us from the temptations of Satan; let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 



+ For those who cast aspersions upon others, that they may deny themselves the luxury of gossip, pick up 
their cross, and follow in the ways of Jesus; let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 

+ For a spiritual renewal amongst Christians throughout the western world, that we may express a joyful 
faith that is everywhere present in developing nations, and attract others to become followers of the Way; 
let us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 

+ For the faithful departed, that they may be received into the glorious company of the saints in light; let 
us pray. 
Savior, be with us. 

Joining our prayers with those who call for sound judicial systems and honest government, we continue 
our petitions. | 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for: 

Christina 
Amelia 
Dani 
Mary 
Tom 

Carl 
Cindy 
Dan 
Wes 
Jean 

Penny 
Giovanna 
Vivian 
Tom 
Sara 

Felice 
Edith 
Lorraine 
John 
Theodore 

 

 

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: Sheri Johnson  

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave! 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 



Offertory Sentence  

Organ Offertory: Pastorale - William Walond (1725-1770) 

*Presentation Hymn Draw Nigh and Take (Song 46) Hymnal # 328 Vs. 1-5 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts 
People: We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal # S-130 

 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
      Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
      Hosanna in the highest 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; And when we had fallen into sin 
and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, The God and maker of all.  

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, 
which is given for you.   Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; And when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, In this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit To be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in Christ.  



Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; And at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction 

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) Hymnal # S-164 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. Eucharist will be distributed in the form of the bread with wine available for 
intincture.  Please come forward in a single line in the center aisle to receive.  Wait to remove your mask until you return to 

your seat, and then replace it after consuming the Sacrament.  
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 

*Hymn I Have Decided to Follow Jesus (Assam) Hymnal # L 136  

Dismissal 

Postlude Movement for Diapasons - William Boyce (1710-1779) 

Liturgical Ministers Daniella Ripperton, Susie Backstrom, Sara Van Looy 
 

Service Music Sung by the St. John’s Cyber Choir 
 
  













 
 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street  

 Ithaca, NY 14850 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org 
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10-3 

 
The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 

Matthew Sanaker, Sr. Warden Cora Yao, Jr. Warden 
AnnMarie Hautaniemi, Parish Administrator  Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Karen A. Hindenlang, Director of Music/Organist Crawford R. Thoburn, Assisting Conductor 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/.Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us 
Coffee Hour, today after the service in the front yard (weather permitting). 
Join us for Morning Prayer weekdays at 9:30 on FaceBook & YouTube.  

One License # A - 724223 

https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
https://www.facebook.com/pg/stjohnsithaca/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxbb-xYRK4JHJvOG7iI_NVA/videos
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