
      
    

  
    

 
              

 
             

 
  
       

         
 

   
                    
             

        
 
*Gloria   Hymnal  #  S-280  

     
            

   
   

           
          
 

       
    

        

        
         

      
 

       
     

 
      
        
            

 
    

     
    

   

                  
               

                 
  

 

                  
                 

                   
                  

                     
                  
               

EIGHTEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST  
St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

September 26, 2021 Year B 
10:30 AM 

* Indicates please stand 

Prelude Reflection on Converse (What a friend we have) Alfred V. Fedak, 1990 

*Hymn Jesus shall reign (Duke Street) Hymnal # 544, Vs. 1, 4–5 

*Opening Acclamation 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

*Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

have mercy on us; Glory to God in the highest, 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: and peace to his people on earth. 

receive our prayer. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 

For you alone are the Holy One, almighty God and Father, 
you alone are the Lord, we worship you, we give you thanks, 
you alone are the Most High, we praise you for your glory. 

Jesus Christ, 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
you take away the sin of the world: 

*The Collect of The Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your 
grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

The  First  Lesson   Esther  7:1–6,  9–10;  9:20–22  

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were drinking wine, 
the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is 
your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I 
have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and 
the lives of my people—that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be 
killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my 
peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen 



                  
          

                   
                 

                 
       

                   
                 

                    
               

                
          

 

         
   

          
      

        
     

       
     

 

      
   

    
      

  
        

    
        

        
     

 

                
                   

                      
                
                  

                   
                  

  

                  
                 

      

     
    

 
      

           
     

Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this 
wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. 

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has 
prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the 
king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. 
Then the anger of the king abated. 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King 
Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar 
and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from 
their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from 
mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts 
of food to one another and presents to the poor. 

The  Word  of  the L ord.  
Thanks  be  to  God.  

Psalm  124  Nisi quia Dominus  
1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 5 Then would the raging waters * 

let Israel now say; have gone right over us. 
2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 6 Blessed be the Lord! * 

when enemies rose up against us; he has not given us over to be a prey for 
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * their teeth. 

in their fierce anger toward us; 7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare 
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * of the fowler; * 

and the torrent gone over us; the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

The  Epistle  Reading   James  5:13–20  
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are 
any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing 
them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them 
up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and 
pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 
Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six 
months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded 
its harvest. 

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you 
should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner's soul from death and 
will cover a multitude of sins. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*The Gospel Reading Mark 9:38–50 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 



                  
                      

                      
                      
   

                    
                  

                      
                      

                      
                         

            

                     
          

     
     

 

 
    

     
    

    
      

       
     

  
     

     
   

    
      

     
      

     
        
      

        
 

        

      
        

    
           

          
  

      

           
  
       
         

 
      
        

 
       

  
        

           

 
     

                   
            

                 
              

      

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 
because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power 
in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I 
tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means 
lose the reward. 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better 
for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand 
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go 
to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 
enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear 
it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown 
into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? 
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The  Sermon  The  Rev.  Megan  Castellan   

*The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the People 
We join with those who have petitioned God for the gift of mercy as we offer our prayers and intercessions, 
responding to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.” 

+ For the Church in its mission to teach the ways of Christ, that it may welcome home those who have 
strayed from the faith, or who have lost themselves in empty dreams; let us pray. 
Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 



                     
                  

  
      

                 
              

      
                   

    
      

                  
               

  
      

                    
 

      

                  

           

 
      

        
 

    
        

   
        
     
     

      
      

         
      

        
      

 
    

 
 

                
             

 

+ For a commitment to serve the poor in meeting their daily needs, to assist them in their search for a 
productive life, and to know that in seeing them we are seeing the poverty that dwells within ourselves; let 
us pray. 
Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 

+ That our parish leaders may not fear to retire programs and committees that have outlived their purpose, 
and joyfully embark on new challenges to which God is calling them to respond; let us pray. 
Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 
+That the sick may derive strength from the prayers of others, and be supported by the presence of family 
and friends; let us pray. 
Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 

+ For the voices of women who call upon those in authority to spare their young sons from war, their 
daughters from sexual abuse, and their families from dislocation, that the world may listen to their urgent 
cries for help; let us pray. 
Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 

+ For those who have died, and for those who live as if in death, that the promises of God’s kingdom may 
come quickly; let us pray. 
Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 

Let us continue our prayers, knowing that the Banquet of the Lord will nourish us for the journey ahead. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for: 

Dave  
Amelia  
Dani  
Mary  

Tom  
Carl  
Cindy  
Dan  

Wes  
Jean  
Pat  
Giovanna  

Vivian  
Tom  
Sara  
Felice  

Edith  
Lorraine  
John  
Theodore  

Joan  
Cathey  

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 

Stephanie Nevels, Miles Herman, Julie Carter, Gillean Richardson 

Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*The  Peace  Please  remain  in  your  pew. Wave!  



         
    

 
   

 
   

 
           

             
 

         
        

      
      

        
           

           
 

                 
                

 
       

          
         
             
            
              
  

                     
                    

                       

                   
    

                    
                      

             

                      
                      

              
 

       

   
   
    

 
                

           

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence 

Organ Offertory: Meditation on Picardy Charles Callahan, 2008 

*Presentation Hymn Let all Mortal Flesh (Picardy) Hymnal # 324 

*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: continuing: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal # S-130 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and 
became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 



                      
        

                  
                   

                      
              

 
   

 
 

 
         

 
     

                      
                    

           
 

   
    

 
      

        
        

      
    

    
     

     
 

 
 

              
 

 
 

             
 

        
 

         
 

 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction 

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) Hymnal # S-164 

The Communion of the People 
All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. Eucharist will be distributed in the form of the bread with wine available for 

intincture. Please come forward in a single line in the center aisle to receive. Wait to remove your mask until you return to 
your seat, and then replace it after consuming the Sacrament. 

Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

*Hymn What a friend we have in Jesus (Converse) L Hymnal # 109 

Dismissal 

Postlude Reflection on Duke Street (Jesus shall reign) Flor Peters (1903–86) 

Liturgical Ministers: Jeff Bowen, Jerome Fung, Sally Clayton 

Service Music Sung by the St. John’s Cyber Choir 

The Altar Flowers this week are given in memory of Rev. W. Aubrey Arlin by Mary Arlin. 



 
 
 

   
    

    
 

 
   

        
                                          

 
     

      
       
          

              
    

              
            

           

   
           

           

      

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 14850 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org 
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 

The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 
Matthew Sanaker, Sr. Warden Cora Yao, Jr. Warden 
Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Karen A. Hindenlang, Director of Music/Organist Crawford R. Thoburn, Assisting Conductor 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you! 

Cyber Choir returns this fall and welcomes new participants. For info, see our Director of Music/Organist 
Karen Hindenlang at coffee hour or contact her through the church office. 

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office. 

Please Join Us 
Coffee Hour, today after the service in the front yard (weather permitting). 
Join us for Morning Prayer weekdays at 9:30 on FaceBook & YouTube. 

One License # A - 724223 

https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate
mailto:office@stjohnsithaca.org
www.stjohnsithaca.org



