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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

January 23, 2022 Year C 
10:30 AM 

* Indicates please stand 
 

Due to COVID, please sing all hymns silently in your heart rather than out loud. 
Hymns from the Lift Every Voice and Sing hymnals are marked with an L in front of the hymn number. All 
other hymns will be found in the customary “blue” hymnals in the pew.  

Prelude     Fantasia in F  Johann Ludwig Krebs (1712–80) 
 
*Hymn     How wonderous and great thy works (Lyons) Hymnal # 533 
 
*Opening Acclamation 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

*Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*Gloria    Hymnal S-280 
 
*The Collect of The Day  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the 
Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
First Lesson  Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10 
All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra 
to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra 
brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. 
This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate 
from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book 
in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people 
stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting 
up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. So 
they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading. 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 
people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the 
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people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and 
drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to 
our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength." 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 19  Caeli enarrant 
 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his 
handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to 
another. 

3 Although they have no words or language, 
* 
and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the 
world. 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the 
sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of 
his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its 
course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of 
the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the Lord are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lord is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great 
reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from 
presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

 
The Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12–31a 
Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body–Jews or Greeks, slaves 
or free--and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, "Because I am not 
a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear 
would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part 
of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, 
where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, 
as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet 
one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have 
no need of you." On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and 
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those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less 
respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need 
this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may 
be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member 
suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church 
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of 
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 
But strive for the greater gifts. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*The Gospel Reading Luke 4:14–21 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the 
surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free,  

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon The Rev. Megan Castellan 
 
*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*The Prayers of the People 
On this holy day, the day of Sabbath and the feast of resurrection, let us offer our prayers to the Lord, 
responding to each petition saying, “Hear us, God of glory.” 

+ That the Holy Spirit may always descend upon us, giving us the conviction to proclaim the truth of the 
gospel, the courage to reach out to those who differ from us, and the willingness to open our hearts and 
minds to the painful truths of our daily lives; for this we pray. 
Hear us, God of glory. 

+ That there may be a more just balance of the world’s resources, providing opportunity for the poor to 
eat, the unemployed to use their skills, and the oppressed to find avenues to liberation; for this we pray. 
Hear us, God of glory. 

+ That we may hold fast to the eternal truths of our tradition while allowing the character and ministry of 
the Church to evolve so that the message of holy scripture and the truth of Jesus may be authentically 
expressed for our time and culture; for this we pray. 
Hear us, God of glory. 

+ That Joseph, our President, and all who offer counsel in the chambers of government may share a 
global vision and a local commitment to the economic and social needs of people across all social, and 
tribal differences; for this we pray. 
Hear us, God of glory. 

+ That our bishops, priests, and deacons may guide the Church to spiritual rebirth, and open the eyes of 
people to understand the saving message of Christ, and our role in his ministry of salvation; for this we 
pray. 
Hear us, God of glory. 

+ That those who have died may obtain the riches of everlasting life; for this we pray. 
Hear us, God of glory. 

The weak and the strong are one, the lowly are granted honor, and there is charity amongst those who 
now continue their prayers in the faith and unity of the Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for: 
 
Dave 
Amelia 
Mary 

Tom 
Giovanni 
Cindy 

Dan 
Wes 
Jean 

Vivian 
Sarah 
Felice 

Edith 
Elaine 
Joan 

Cathey 
Laurie 
Theodore 
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Margaret 
Elaine 
Pat 
Heather 

Judy 
Tina 
Carl 
Jennifer 

Ovie 
Stanley 
Carol 
Sara 

Jon 
James 
Jonathan 
Paula 

Carol 
Lorraine 
Howie 
George

 
For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 

Phoebe Clark, Cece Hedrick, Charlie Clark, Nathanael Roman, Kristin Clark, Brigitte Wilkins 

Confession of Sin  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave! 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 
 
Offertory Sentence  
 
Organ Offertory:     Meditation on Lyons (How wondrous and great)  Charles Callahan, 2006 
 
*Presentation Hymn   Spirit of God, descend (Morecambe) L #119 vs. 1 & 4 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A  
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Holy, holy, holy  Hymnal S-129 
 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and 
became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the form of the bread with wine available for intincture.  Please come forward in a single 
line in the center aisle to receive.  Wait to remove your mask until you return to your seat, and then replace it after 
consuming the Sacrament.  

 
Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
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with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
*Hymn  O Zion, haste (Tidings) Hymnal # 539 vs. 1 & 4 
 
Dismissal 
 
Postlude Tierce en taille   François Couperin (1668–1733) 
 
 
Liturgical Ministers:  Gary Anderson, Stephanie Nevels, Jerome Fung 

Virtual Vergers:  Ben Dean, Virginia McGhee 
 

Choral Music Sung by the St. John’s Cyber Choir 
 

Today's Prelude and Postlude were recorded by Guest Organist George Damp in 1997 at Grace Church, 
Elmira NY.  Used by permission; all rights reserved. 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street  Ithaca, NY 14850 

(607)-273-6532 
www.stjohnsithaca.org 

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 

Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10-3 
 

The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 
Matthew Sanaker, Sr. Warden Cora Yao, Jr. Warden 
Parish Administrator  Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Karen A. Hindenlang, Director of Music/Organist Crawford R. Thoburn, Assisting Conductor 
Lynne Walton, Intern George E. Damp, Guest Organist 
 
If you need pastoral assistance, or just want to reach out to Mtr. Megan, please call her at 315-757-0251, or 
e-mail mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org. 
 
If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Cyber Choir welcomes new participants. For info, see our Director of Music/Organist Karen Hindenlang 
after the service or contact her through the church office. 

Please Join Us: Morning Prayer weekdays at 9:30 on Facebook and YouTube. 

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is available on the table in the rear of the church. 

2022 PLEDGE ENVELOPES, for those who use them, are on the table in the back of the nave. They 
are sorted alphabetically by last name. Please pick up your envelopes and take them home with you at your 
earliest convenience. If you do not find your envelopes, or have never had envelopes and wish to begin 
using them, please contact the parish office: (607) 273-6532 or office@stjohnsithaca.org. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH is today at 12:00 pm on Zoom.  (the link 
is https://zoom.us/j/94608764781 

One License # A – 724223 

mailto:mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
https://zoom.us/j/94608764781
https://zoom.us/j/94608764781
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