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The Third Sunday of  Easter 
St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

 23 April 2023 Year A 
10:30 AM 

* Indicates please stand 
 

Prelude    Christ lag in Todesbanden Georg Böhm (1661-1733)
  
*Processional Hymn   Christ is alive! (Truro) Hymnal #182 
 
*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 
 
*Collect For Purity 
 
*Gloria  Hymnal #S-278 
 
The Collect of the Day  
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson   Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the entire house of 
Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord 
our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that 
day about three thousand persons were added. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17 
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1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my | sup-pli- | cation, * 

because he has inclined his ear to me when- | ever · I | called u- | pon him. 
2 The cords of death entangled me; 

the grip of the grave took | hold of | me; * 
I | came to | grief and | sorrow. 

3 Then I called upon the Name | of the | LORD: * 
"O LORD, I | pray you, | save my | life." 

10 How shall I re- | pay the | LORD * 
for all the good things | he has | done for | me? 

11 I will lift up the | cup of · sal- | vation * 
and call upon the | Name | of the | LORD. 

12 I will fulfill my vows | to the | LORD * 
in the | presence · of | all his | people. 

13 Precious in the sight | of the | LORD * 
is the | death of | his | servants. 

14 O LORD, I | am your | servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have | freed me | from my | bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of | thanks- | giving * 
and call upon the | Name | of the | LORD. 

16 I will fulfill my vows | to the | LORD * 
in the | presence · of | all his | people, 

17 In the courts of the | LORD'S | house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
| Ha-lle- | lu- | jah! 

 
The Epistle Reading  
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 
reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation 
of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to 
trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on 
God. 

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*Sequence  We know that Christ is raised (Engelberg)  Hymnal #296  
 
*The Gospel Reading   Luke 24:13-35 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk 
along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 
“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 
these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and 
leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and 
when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision 
of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you 
are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the 
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But 
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up 
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They 
were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had 
happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon Daniella Ripperton 
 
*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People  

Silver and gold did not buy us our freedom, but the self-sacrificing love of the Lamb. In thanksgiving 
for this blessed gift, we offer our prayers, responding to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen 
Christ.”  

+ Open our ears and eyes to hear your word in the midst of the daily routine, to see in others your 
holy presence, discovering through the voices of the poor and downtrodden your cry for justice; let 
us pray.  
Hear us, O risen Christ.  

+ Enlarge our ministry to welcome the uninitiated to receive the sacrament of baptism, opening the 
door for them to share in the death and resurrection of Christ, and the freedom to begin life anew; 
let us pray.  
Hear us, O risen Christ.  

+ Inebriate our souls with your Body and Blood, the gladness and joy that fill our souls, and from 
which our love for one another overflows in mercy; let us pray.  
Hear us, O risen Christ.  

+ Release the gift of peace wherever it is entombed in fear, that resources spent to create armaments 
for war may instead be given for medical centers, schools, agricultural development, and employment 
opportunities; let us pray.  
Hear us, O risen Christ.  

+ Encourage the Church to develop new ways of communicating its message, receiving guidance 
from the past as new expressions are developed to speak to the present age and the generations to 
come; let us pray.  
Hear us, O risen Christ.  

+ Give the dying an assurance of eternal life, bring comfort to the grieving, and grant the freedom of 
redemption to those who have entered into their eternal rest; let us pray.  
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Hear us, O risen Christ.  

Dear people of God, let us remember that gold and silver are false treasures compared to the risen 
Christ, in whom we continue our prayers.  

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for 
Joan 
Richard 
Shirley 
Wes 
Charles 
Dick 
Rebecca 
Strater 

Penny 
Peter 
Dave 
Cece 
Deb 
Allison 
Elizabeth 
Katie 

Theodore 
Carol 
Lorraine 
Edith 
Kathryn 
Ruth 
Frank 
Jack 

Julianne 
Faicia 
Eleanor 
Bob 
Judy 
Jeff 
Daniel 
Lynne 

John 
Monica 
John 
Terry 
Nathan 
Carole 
Terry 

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Virginia Mansfield-Richardson, Amber Massa, Jeff Bowen 

Confession Of Sin  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave! 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Announcements & Welcome 
 
Offertory Sentence   
 
Offertory Anthem  The day draws on with golden light  Edward Bairstow (1874-1946) 
 

The day draws on with golden light,  Glad songs go echoing through the height, 
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The broad earth lifts an answering cheer, 
The deep makes moan with wailing fear. 
 
For lo, He comes, the mighty King, 
To take from death his pow'r and sting, 
To trample down his gloomy reigh, 

And break the weary pris'ner's chain. 
 
Maker of all to thee we pray, 
Fulfil in us thy joy today 
When death assails, grant, Lord, that we 
May share thy Paschal victory. Amen. 

 
*Presentation Hymn   Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands (Christ lag in Todesbanden)  
 Hymnal #186 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Elobt sei GottHoly, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-128 
 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and 
became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-165 
 
The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer in the small chalice, or you may drink from the larger common chalice after consuming the 
wafer. 

Please replace your mask after receiving the sacrament. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Music The whole bright world rejoices now, hilariter (trad.) 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
*Recessional Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! (Gelobt sei Gott) Hymnal #205 
 
Dismissal 
 
Postlude  Impromptu no. 3 Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912)  
 
Acolyte: Ceril Sandstrom 
 
Liturgical Ministers:  Kang Meng, Michael Roman, Sally Clayton  
 
Virtual Vergers   Mike Roman, Ben Dean 
 
St. John's extends a warm welcome to visitors!  May you experience the Lord's presence during 
worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the 
parish hall after the service. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One 
License with license # A – 724223 
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St. John’s Church 

210 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, NY 

(607)-273-6532 
www.stjohnsithaca.org 

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 

Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 
 

The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 
Gwen Freeman, Senior Warden Bev Way, Junior Warden 
Parish Administrator, Cathy Wagner  Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist, Dr. Anna Steppler  
 
If you need pastoral assistance, or just want to reach out to Mtr. Megan, please call her at 315-757-0251, or 
e-mail mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org. 
 
If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us: 
 Coffee Hour has resumed in the Parish Hall following the service. Please continue to wear your mask 
when you are not actively eating or drinking.   

 Morning Prayer Monday – Thursday at 9:30 on Facebook and YouTube. 

Forward Day by Day for May, June, and July is available on the table in the rear of the church. 

Flowers: and Candles. If you wish to give Sunday flowers or candles in memory of a loved one, please call 
the church office (607-273-6532).  
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