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The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 9 

St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
 9 July 2023, Year A 

10:00AM 
* Indicates please stand 

 
Prelude    Duke Street Mark A. Radice (b. 1951) 
 
*Processional Hymn   Glorious things of thee are spoken (Austria)  Hymnal #522 
 
*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 
 
*Collect For Purity 
 
*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 
 
The Collect of the Day  
O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us 
the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to one 
another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson  Genesis 24:34–38, 42–49, 58–67

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he 
has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, 
camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and he 
has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son 
from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s house, to 
my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’  

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only 
make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman 
who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” 
and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” — let her be the woman whom 
the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’  

“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar on her 
shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ She quickly 
let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, 
and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter 
of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets 
on her arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my 
master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for 
his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that 
I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.”  
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And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” So they 
sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. And they 
blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your 
offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted 
the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had 
come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the 
field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she 
slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the 
field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And 
the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s 
tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 45:11–18 Eructavit cor meum 
11 “Hear of daughter; consider and listen closely; * 
 forget your people and your father’s house. 

12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; 
 he is your master; therefore do him honor. 

13 The people of Tyr are here with a gift; * 
 the rich among the people seek your favor.” 

14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; * 
 her gown is cloth-of-gold. 

15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; * 
 after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 

16 With joy and gladness they are brought, * 
 and enter into the palace of the king. 

17 “In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; * 
 you shall make them princes over all the earth. 

18 I will make your name to be remembered from one generation to another; * 
 therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever.” 

The Epistle Reading  Romans 7:15–25a 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, 
but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I 
can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want 
is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within 
me.  

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in 
the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my 
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mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Sequence   O Spirit of the living God (Melcombe) Hymnal #531 
 
*The Gospel Reading Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such 
was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the 
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon The Rev. Megan Castellan 
 
*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
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        and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People   

Let us come before God in a posture of openness, expecting the Holy Spirit to transform our lives and 
to lead us into the offering of our prayers, as we respond, “Hear us, good Lord.”  

+ Free us from the bondage of our sinful ways, our blindness to truth, our stubbornness and lack of 
discipline, that we may yearn after the fruits of the divine Word and follow its wisdom; let us pray.  
Hear us, good Lord.  

+ Strengthen the love and devotion amongst family members, that forgiveness may heal old wounds, 
and mutual affection pave the way to wholeness; let us pray.  
Hear us, good Lord.  

+ Guide the leaders of our Church, that there may be mutual respect across, and a renewed sense of 
partnership in bringing God’s kingdom into the most troubled corners of our neighborhoods and 
nations; let us pray.  
Hear us, good Lord.  

+ Encourage our civic leaders to modify their convictions with compromise, that there may be a 
renewal of hope for those who live in poverty, unemployment, and lack of educational opportunities; 
let us pray.  
Hear us, good Lord.  

+ Reveal the unfolding beauty of creation, the uniqueness of seasons, and the joy and wonder of your 
handicraft, that we may delight in guarding these gifts; let us pray.  
Hear us, good Lord.  

+ Receive those who have died into your arms of mercy, that they may sleep in everlasting peace; let 
us pray.  
Hear us, good Lord.  

Faithfully seeking the path to new life, let us continue our prayers.  

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for  

Joan 
Richard 

Shirley 
Wes 
Charles 

Dick 
Rebecca 
Strater 

Penny 
Peter 
Cece 

Deb 
Allison 
Elizabeth 

Katie 
Theodore 
Carol 
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Lorraine 
Edith 
Kathryn 
Ruth 
Frank 

Jack 
Julianne 
Faicia 
Eleanor 
Bob 

Jeff 
Daniel 
Lynne 
John 
Monica 

John 
Terry 
Nathan 
Carole 
Carrie 

Linda 
Johnlyn 
John 
Jim 
Virginia 

Bruce 
Chris 

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Mtr. Megan Castellan, Vaughn Behn 

 
Confession Of Sin  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave! 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Announcements & Welcome 
 
Offertory Sentence  
 
*Presentation Hymn   Love divine, all loves excelling (Hyfrydol) Hymnal #657 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 
 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into 
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker 
of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-161 
 
The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer in the small chalice, or you may drink from the larger common chalice after 
consuming the wafer. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Music   Shepherd of souls (St. Agnes) Hymnal #343 
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Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
*Recessional  Come, labor on (Ora Labora) Hymnal #541 
 
Dismissal 
 
Postlude    Postlude on Ode to Joy Albert Travis (b.1940)
  
Acolyte:  
 
Liturgical Ministers:  Jennifer Dodwell, Daniella Ripperton, Pamela Talbott  
 
Virtual Vergers   Matthew Sanaker, Virginia McGhee 
 

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Mark A. Radice 
 

St. John's extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord's presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 

place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 
 
 
LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE SERVICE ARE AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A 
– 724223 
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HYMNS 
 
Glorious things of thee are spoken 
(Austria) 
Hymnal #522 
1 Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 
he whose word cannot be broken 
formed thee for his own abode; 
on the Rock of Ages founded, 
what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 

2 See! the streams of living waters, 
springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters 
and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint, when such a river 
ever will their thirst assuage? 
Grace which, like the Lord, the giver, 
never fails from age to age. 

3 Round each habitation hovering, 
see the cloud and fire appear 
for a glory and a covering, 
showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus deriving from their banner, 
light by night, and shade by day, 
safe they feed upon the manna 
which he gives them when they pray. 

4 Blest inhabitants of Zion, 
washed in the Redeemer's blood! 
Jesus, whom their souls rely on, 
makes them kings and priests to God. 
'Tis his love his people raises 
over self to reign as kings: 
and as priests, his solemn praises 
each for a thank-offering brings. 

O spirit of the living God (Melcombe) 
Hymnal #531 
1 O Spirit of the living God, 
in all thy plenitude of grace, 
where'er the foot of man hath trod, 
descend on our apostate race. 

2 Give tongues of fire and hearts of love, 
to preach the reconciling word; 
give power and unction from above, 
whene'er the joyful sound is heard. 

3 Be darkness, at thy coming, light;  
confusion, order in thy path; 
souls without strength inspire with might, 
bid mercy triumph over wrath. 

4 Convert the nations! far and nigh 
the triumph of the cross record; 
the Name of Jesus glorify, 
till every people call him Lord. 

Love divine, all loves excelling (Hyfrydol) 
Hymnal #657 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 

2 Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be alway blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

3 Finish then thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise.  
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Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless (St. 
Agnes) 
Hymnal #343 
1 Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless 
thy chosen pilgrim flock 
with manna in the wilderness, 
with water from the rock. 

2 We would not live by bread alone, 
but by thy word of grace, 
in strength of which we travel on 
to our abiding-place. 

3 Be known to us in breaking bread, 
and do not then depart; 
Saviour, abide with us, and spread 
thy table in our heart. 

4 Lord, sup with us in love divine, 
thy Body and thy Blood, 
that living bread, that heavenly wine, 
be our immortal food. 

Come, labor on (Ora Labora) 
Hymnal #541 
1 Come, labor on. 
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain, 
while all around us waves the golden grain? 
And to each servant does the Master say, 
"Go work today." 

2 Come, labor on. 
The enemy is watching night and day, 
to sow the tares, to snatch the seed away; 
while we in sleep our duty have forgot, 
he slumbered not. 

3 Come, labor on. 
Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear! 
No arm so weak but may do service here: 
by feeblest agents may our God fulfill 
his righteous will. 

4 Come, labor on. 
Claim the high calling angels cannot share— 
to young and old the Gospel gladness bear; 
redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly. 
The night draws nigh. 

5 Come, labor on. 
No time for rest, till glows the western sky, 
till the long shadows o'er our pathway lie, 
and a glad sound comes with the setting sun. 
"Servants, well done." 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org 
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 
            Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 

 
The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 

Gwen Freeman, Senior Warden Bev Way, Junior Warden 
Cathy Wagner, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist  
 
If you need pastoral assistance, or just want to reach out to Mtr. Megan, please call her at 315-757-
0251, or e-mail mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org. 
 
If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us: 
 Coffee Hour has resumed in the Parish Hall following the service.  

 Morning Prayer Monday – Thursday at 9:30 on Facebook and YouTube. 

Forward Day by Day for May, June, and July is available on the table in the rear of the church. 

Flowers: If you wish to give Candles or Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call the 
church office (607-273-6532).  

 


