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The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 21 

St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
1 October 2023 Year A 

10:30 AM 
* Indicates please stand 

 
Prelude   “Come, though font of every blessing”   arr. Gilbert Martin (b. 1941) 
 
*Processional Hymn  At the name of Jesus (Kings Weston) Hymnal #435 
 
*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 
 
*Collect For Purity 
 
*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 
 
The Collect of the Day  
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of 
your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson  Exodus 17:1-7 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 
The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do 
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the 
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, 
and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water 
will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, 
“Is the Lord among us or not?”  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 78: 1-4; 12-16 Attendite, popul 
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
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3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 
he made the waters stand up like walls. 

14 He led them with a cloud by day, * 
and all the night through with a glow of fire. 

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
and gave them drink as from the great deep. 

16 He brought streams out of the cliff, * 
and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

The Epistle Reading  Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God  
as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave,  
being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself  
and became obedient to the point of death--  
even death on a cross.  

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name  
that is above every name,  

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father.  

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
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The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*Sequence  Come, thou font of every blessing (Nettleton) Hymnal # 686 
 
*The Gospel Reading  Matthew 21:23-32 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ 
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon The Rev. Kitt Tobin 
 
*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 
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He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 

worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People   

In turning to the ways of God our lives are saved from the grip of the Evil One, and the humility of 
love lightens our path. We offer our prayers, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”  

+ For the grace to move from grumbling to shared responsibility, from accusation to a search for 
truth, from humiliation and shame to God’s compassion and mercy; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ That we may bear witness to the wonderful works of God, so that our children and the generations 
to come may walk in the path of faith and announce the mystery of faith through their lives; let us 
pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ That we may bend the knee of our hearts to those who live in despair and great need, knowing that 
they are Christ to us, a gift of the Holy Spirit who fills us with compassion, and transforms the way 
we live; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ For those who work at night, staying awake while others sleep, guarding our streets, and healing 
the sick, that they may labor in safety and receive the rest that prepares them for another round; let 
us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ For our President, his/her advisors, the members of Congress and the Supreme Court, that they 
may be honest and vigilant in their duties, knowing that their decisions affect the peoples of our land, 
and of the nations of the world; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ For those who have died, especially Bobbie Castellan, and now reside on another shore and in a 
greater light, that their faith may inspire our own, and their generosity encourage the way in which we 
use our gifts; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

Let us continue our prayers for all who live in the shadows of life, and those who have commended  

 
 



 

5 

 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for 
Joan 
Richard 
Shirley 
Wes 
Charles 
Dick 
Rebecca 
Strater 

Penny 
Peter 
Cece 
Deb 
Elizabeth 
Katie 
Theodore 
Lorraine 

Edith 
Kathryn 
Ruth 
Frank 
Jack 
Faicia 
Eleanor 
Bob 

Jeff 
Daniel 
Lynne 
John 
Monica 
John 
Terry 
Nathan 

Carole 
Carrie 
Linda 
Johnlyn 
John 
Jim 
Virginia 
Chris 

Elliott 
Tracey  
Bruce 
Mel 
Alice 
Scott 
Michele 
Cathey 

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Gillean Richardson, Laura Day, Mike VanFleet, Florianna Blanton, George Van Fleet 

 
Confession Of Sin  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave! 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 
 
Offertory Sentence  
 
Anthem  The Gift of Love    Arr. Hal Hopson 
Though I may speak with bravest 
fire, 
and have the gift of all inspire, 
and have not love, my words are 
vain, 
as sounding brass, and hopeless 
gain. 

Though I may give all I possess, 
and striving so my love profess, 
but not be given by love within, 
the profit soon turns strangely 
thin. 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts 
control, 
our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
by this we worship, and are freed. 
Amen 

*Presentation Hymn  Before thy throne (Vater user in Himmelreich) Hymnal #575 
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*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 
 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into 
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 
maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-161 
 
The Communion of the People 
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All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer in the small chalice, or you may drink from the larger common chalice after 
consuming the wafer. 

Please replace your mask after receiving the sacrament. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Music   Father, we thank thee (Readez à Dieu) Hymnal # 302 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
*Recessional  Guide me, O thou great Jehovah(Cwm Rhondda) Hymnal #690 
 
Dismissal 
 
Postlude Xwm Rhondda  Mark A Radice (b.1951)  
  
Acolyte: Chris Way 
 
Liturgical Ministers:  Jennifer Dodwell, Amber Massa, Susie Backstrom 

Virtual Vergers  Sara Vanlooy, Matthew Sanaker  
 

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing of Mtr Megan’s Mom Bobbie Castellan. 

This morning we welcome The Rev. Kitt Tobin as our Celebrant and guest preacher. 

Altar flowers given by Suzy for Paul Blanchard, Sr 
St. John's extends a warm welcome to visitors!   

May you experience the Lord's presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 
place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A – 724223 



 

8 

 
St. John’s Church 

210 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, NY 

(607)-273-6532 
www.stjohnsithaca.org 

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 

            Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 
 

The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 
 
Gwen Freeman, Senior Warden Beverly Way, Junior Warden 
Parish Administrator, Cathy Wagner  Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Interim Director of Music/Organist, Mark Radice  
 
If you need pastoral assistance, or just want to reach out to Mtr. Megan, please call her at 315-757-
0251, or e-mail mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org. 
 
If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us: 
 Coffee Hour has resumed in the Parish Hall following the service. Masks are optional when you 
are not actively eating or drinking.   

Forward Day by Day for August, September, and October is available on the table in the rear of 
the church. 

Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call the church office 
(607-273-6532).  

 


