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The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 22 

St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
 8 October 2023 Year A 

10:30 AM 
* Indicates please stand 

 
Prelude  Andante in F, K. 616    W. A. Mozart (1756-1791)  
 
*Processional Hymn Christ is made the sure foundation (Westminister Abbey)    Hymnal #518 
 
*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 
 
*Collect For Purity 
 
*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 
 
The Collect of the Day  
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more 
than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those 
things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not 
worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
 
Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not make 
wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who 
misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour 
and do all your work. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, 
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. When all the people witnessed the 
thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid 
and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; 
but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for 
God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

                The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant 

1 The heavens declare the glory of 
God, * 
and the firmament shows his 
handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge 
to another. 

3 Although they have no words or 
language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all 
lands, * 
and their message to the ends of 
the world. 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for 
the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom 
out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run 
its course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge 
of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it 
again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning 
heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the Lord are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 

the commandment of the Lord is 
clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lord is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than 
gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant 
enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great 
reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? 
* 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from 
presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over 
me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my 
redeemer. 

The Epistle Reading  Philippians 3:4b-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as 
to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, 
I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I 
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want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have 
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*Sequence  Lord, Christ, when first thou came to earth (Mit Freuden Zart)  Hymnal # 598 
 
*The Gospel Reading    Matthew 21:33-46  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to 
collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the 
son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So 
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those 
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;  this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 
amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will 
be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the 
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to 
arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon The Rev. Megan Castellan 
 
*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
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begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People  

The ways of God revive the soul, give wisdom to the innocent, and enlighten those of little faith. In 
thanksgiving we offer our prayers, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”  

+ In thanksgiving that the forgiving arms of Jesus have embraced us while we were yet sinners, and 
carried us into the path that leads to eternal hope and heavenly grace; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ For a heart of abundant generosity, that we may give thanks for all that God has given to us, and 
share these gifts with all who stand in need, especially the poor and those who live with anxiety and 
despair; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ That we may reassess our lifestyles, simplifying the ways in which we live, reducing our 
consumption, so that we may have more time and treasure to share with others; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ In thanksgiving for the gifts of liberty and a democratic form of government; may we take our part 
in its future, and continue to offer prayers for those who exercise leadership in our nation and local 
cities and towns; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ For peace throughout the world, beginning within our hearts and families, revealed through our 
reliance on God’s word to lead us into a stable global community; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ That the faithful departed may rest in peace, and those whose faith remains unknown may receive 
God’s mercy; let us pray.  



 

5 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

In the knowledge of the surpassing worth of knowing Jesus Christ, we continue our prayers.  
 For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for 

Joan 
Richard 
Shirley 
Wes 
Charles 
Dick 
Rebecca 
Strater 
Penny 
Peter 

Cece 
Deb 
Elizabeth 
Katie 
Theodore 
Lorraine 
Edith 
Kathryn 
Ruth 
Frank 

Jack 
Faicia 
Eleanor 
Bob 
Jeff 
Daniel 
Lynne 
John 
Monica 
John 

Terry 
Nathan 
Carole 
Carrie 
Linda 
Johnlyn 
John 
Jim 
Virginia 
Chris 

Bruce 
Mel 
Alice 
Scott 
Michele 
Cathey 
Stephen 
Mike 

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Timothy Fung, Lisa Tatusko, Deb Schmidle, Marguerite Wells 

Confession Of Sin  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave! 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 
 
Offertory Sentence  
 
Anthem Ave verum corpus K 618  W. A. Mozart (1756-91)  
 
*Presentation Hymn  The spacious firmament on high (Creation) Hymnal #409 
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*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 
 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into 
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 
maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-161 
The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  
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 You may either intinct your wafer in the small chalice, or you may drink from the larger common chalice after 
consuming the wafer. 

Please replace your mask after receiving the sacrament. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Music   And no, O Father, mindful of the love (Unde et memores)  Hymnal # 337 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
*Recessional  Come, labor on (Ora labora) Hymnal #541 
 
Dismissal 
 
Postlude  Sortie in F      Cesar Franck (1822-1890)  
 
Acolyte: Sonja Sandstrom 
 
Liturgical Ministers: Lillian Baptist, Margaret Johnson, Pam Talbott  
 
Virtual Vergers Matthew Sanaker, Amber Massa   
 

St. John's extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord's presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 

place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 
 
LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE AVAILABLE 
IN THE NARTHEX 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A 
– 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org 
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 
            Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 

 
The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector 

Gwen Freeman, Senior Warden Bev Way, Junior Warden 
Parish Administrator, Cathy Wagner  Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Interim Director of Music/Organist, Mark Radice  
 
If you need pastoral assistance, or just want to reach out to Mtr. Megan, please call her at 315-757-
0251, or e-mail mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org. 
 
If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Game Night is Friday, October 20th at 6pm. 

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us: 
 Coffee Hour has resumed in the Parish Hall following the service. Masks are optional when you 
are not actively eating or drinking.   

Forward Day by Day for August, September, and October is available on the table in the rear of 
the church. 

Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call the church office 
(607-273-6532).  

 


