The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 23
St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
15 October 2023 Year A
10:30 AM

* Indicates please stand

Prelude Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier J. S. Bach (1685-1750) =
*Processional Hymn Christ, whose glory fills the skies (Radzisbon) Hymnal #7
*Opening Acclamation BCP 355

*Collect For Purity
*Gloria Hymnal #S-279

The Collect of the Day

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Exodus 32:1-14

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered
around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become
of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your
sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the gold rings from
their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast
an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation
and said, ““Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” They rose early the next day, and offered
burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink,
and rose up to revel. The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside
trom the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have
worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out
of the land of Egypt!”” The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they
are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them;
and of you I will make a great nation.” But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lozd,
why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt
with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent
that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of
the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your
people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your



own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land
that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.”” And
the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Confitemini Domino, Et fecerunt vitulum 106:1-6, 19-23

1 Hallelujah!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
for his mercy endures for ever.
2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord *
or show forth all his praise?
3 Happy are those who act with justice *
and always do what is right!
4 Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people, *
and visit me with your saving help;
5 That I may see the prosperity of your elect
and be glad with the gladness of your people, *
that I may glory with your inheritance.
6 We have sinned as our forebears did; *
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.
19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb *
and worshiped a molten image;
20 And so they exchanged their Glory *
for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.
21 They forgot God their Savior, *
who had done great things in Egypt,
22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, *
and fearful things at the Red Sea.
23 So he would have destroyed them,
had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, *
to turn away his wrath from consuming them.
The Epistle Reading Philippians 4:1-9

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this
way, my beloved.

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my
loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel,
together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with



thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Sequence Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness (Schmucke dich) Hymnal #339
*The Gospel Reading Matthew 22:1-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Gloty to you, Lord Chizist.

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who
had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves,
saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his
slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those
invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both
good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a
wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And
he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called,
but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon The Rev. Megan Castellan

*The Nicene Creed

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, Through him all things were made.
the only Son of God, For us and for our salvation

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the
Son.
With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
tforgiveness of sins.We look for the
resurrection of the dead, And the life of
the world to come. Amen
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



*The Prayers of the People

As Moses interceded with God for the sake of the people, so let us offer our intercessions on behalf
of others, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”

+ That we may clothe ourselves in garments befitting the faithful: compassion, joy, generosity,
gladness of spirit, intentionality of life-style, and dedication to the way of our beloved Jesus; let us

pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

+ That the Church may be a refuge for the poor and lost, the lonely and those who hunger after
righteousness, revealing through fragile human beings the signs of God’s glorious kingdom; let us

pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

+ For peace in our time, that we may not linger in our efforts to secure hope for the peoples of the
wortld, and the prosperity that peace inspires; let us pray.

Lord, hear onr prayer.

+ That we may not make idols out of the many technologies and consumer products that entice our
imaginations, but use them as tools for God’s mission and glory; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.
+ That the departed may dwell in the house of the Lord forever; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

+ In thanksgiving for the beauty of the earth, the fruits of the sea, the rising

and setting of the sun, and all the marvelous gifts of God’s creation, that in our wonder we may
rededicate ourselves to a stewardship of the environment, so that generations to come may enjoy
such pleasure; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.
We continue our prayers in Christ, whose mercy endures forever.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for

Joan Peter Ruth John John Cathey
Richard Cece Frank Monica Jim Bobbi
Shirley Deb Jack John Virginia Stephen
Wes Elizabeth Faicia Terry Chris Mike
Chatles Katie Eleanor Nathan Bruce Ed

Dick Theodore Bob Carole Mel Kathleen
Rebecca Lorraine Jeff Carrie Alice

Strater Edith Daniel Linda Scott

Penny Kathryn Lynne Johnlyn Michele

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Amelia Clark, Matthew Stedinger, Richard Strauss, Sally Clayton



Confession Of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we bave sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We bave not loved you with ounr whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselyes.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in_your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen. Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Awzen.

*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave!

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements & Welcome

Offertory Sentence

Anthem Brother James’ Ayre Gordan Jacob (1895-1984)
*Presentation Hymn The King of love my shepherd is (St Columba) Hymnal #645

*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer A
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts

People: We lift them to the Lord

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant: continuing: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker

of all.



Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in Christ.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) Hymnal #S-161
The Communion of the People
All people are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.
You may either intinct your wafer in the small chalice, or you may drink from the larger common chalice after
consuming the wafer.
Please replace your mask after receiving the sacrament.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music Humbly I adore thee (Adoro devote) Hymnal # 314
Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son onr Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and conrage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ onr Lord. Amen.



Blessing

*Recessional Rejoice, ye pure in heart (Marion) Hymnal #556
Dismissal
Postlude Hymn to Joy arr. by Albert Travis (b. 1940)

Acolyte: Ian Lundberg
Liturgical Ministers: Kang Meng, Michael Roman, Gwen Freeman

Virtual Vergers Michael Roman, Virginia McGhee

Altar flowers given by Susie Backstrom in thanksgiving for the ministry of Mtr. Megan Castella

St. John's extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord's presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card and
place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE AVAILABLE
IN THE NARTHEX

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A
— 724223



Hymns 15 October 2023

Christ, whose glory fills the skies
Hymnal #7

1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise!
Triumph over shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear!

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;

joyless is the day’s return

till thy mercy’s beams I see,

as they inward light impart,

glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

3 Visit then this soul of mine!
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief!
Fill me, radiancy divine;

scatter all my unbelief;

more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.

Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness

Hymnal #339

1 Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness,
leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
come into the daylight’s splendor,
there with joy thy praises render

unto him whose grace unbounded

hath this wondrous banquet founded;
high o’er all the heavens he reigneth,
yet to dwell with thee he deigneth.

2 Sun, who all my life dost brighten;
Light, who dost my soul enlighten;
Joy, the best that any knoweth;
Fount, whence all my being floweth:
at thy feet I cry, my Maker,

let me be a fit partaker

of this blessed food from heaven,
for our good, thy glory, given.

3 Jesus, Bread of life, I pray thee,

let me gladly here obey thee;

never to my hurt invited,

be thy love with love requited;

from this banquet let me measure,

Lord, how vast and deep its treasure;
through the gifts thou here dost give me,
as thy guest in heaven receive me.

The King of love my shepherd is
Hymnal #645

1 The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if I am his,

and he is mine for ever.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth,

and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,

and on his shoulder gently laid,

and home, rejoicing, brought me.

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;

thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spread'st a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;

and oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
thy goodness faileth never:

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house for ever.



St. John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street
Ithaca, NY
(607)-273-6532
www.stjohnsithaca.org
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10-3

The Rev. Megan Castellan, Rector
Gwen Freeman, Senior Warden Beverly Way, Junior Warden
Parish Administrator, Cathy Wagner Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Interim Director of Music/Organist, Mark Radice

If you need pastoral assistance, or just want to reach out to Mtr. Megan, please call her at 315-757-
0251, or e-mail mtrmegan@stjohnsithaca.org.

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank youl!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

Please Join Us:
Coffee Hour has resumed in the Parish Hall following the service. Masks are optional when you
are not actively eating or drinking.

Forward Day by Day for August, September, and October is available on the table in the rear of
the church.

Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call the church office
(607-273-6532).

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY MEMORIAL FLOWERS: All Saints’ Sunday will be observed
November 5: Anyone wishing to donate toward the flowers for All Saints’ day, please send in your
donation to the office with the memo “All Saints’ Day flowers” and note any name(s) you wish to
have listed on the Necrology list. Please email, drop a list in the offering plate, or call the parish office
with names you wish to have included by Wednesday, 1 November.
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