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The Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 27 

St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
12 November 2023 Year A 

10:30 AM 
* Indicates please stand 

 
Prelude    Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ, BWV 639         Johann Sebastian Bach (1865-1750) 
   Largo e spiccato from Concerto in D minor, BWVby J.S. Bach, after Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)  
 
*Processional Hymn  The Lord will come and not be slow  (York) Hymnal #462 
 
*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 

*Collect For Purity 

 
*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 

The Collect of the Day  

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and 
make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify 
ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made 
like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson  Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the 
judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to 
all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his 
sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took 
your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and 
made his offspring many. 

“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the 
gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you 
are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 
are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other 
gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all 
the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove 
out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 
the Lord, for he is our God.”  
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But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous 
God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve 
foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you 
good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the 
people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” 
And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among 
you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, 
“The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the 
people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 78: 1-7 Attendite, Popule 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of 
my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of 
ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and 
known, 
and what our forefathers have told 
us, * 
we will not hide from their 
children. 

4 We will recount to generations to 
come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the 
power of the Lord, * 

and the wonderful works he has 
done. 

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a law for Israel, * 
which he commanded them to 
teach their children; 

6 That the generations to come might 
know, 
and the children yet unborn; * 
that they in their turn might tell it 
to their children; 

7 So that they might put their trust in 
God, * 
and not forget the deeds of God, 
but keep his commandments; 

 
 

The Epistle Reading  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by 
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no 
means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*Sequence Hymn  Sleepers, wake (Wachet auf)      Hymnal # 61
 
   
Hymnal # 61 
 
*The Gospel  Matthew 25:1-13 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom 
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is 
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise 
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came 
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon The Rev Taylor Dayne 

*The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the People   
We offer our prayers in the presence of Wisdom, who makes herself known to all who seek her gifts, 
responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”  

+ In thanksgiving for our church school teachers, who awaken in their students the mystery of faith: 
Yaweh’s great acts of deliverance, Christ’s victory of life over death, and the eternal light that breaks 
through every darkness; let us pray.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  
+ Keep us ever watchful for your face shining through the faces of the poor and downtrodden, the 
wait staff and the salesperson, the toll collector and the crossing guard, lest that in missing them we 
may not see you; let us pray.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  
+ Place your wisdom in the heart and mind of our President and Governor, that the decisions they 
make this year may bring righteousness and justice to all peoples everywhere; let us pray.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  
+ Inspire us with a sense of urgency, that we may relate to others the joy of a Christ- centered life, 
welcoming others into our fold, and showing increase in the household of faith; let us pray.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  
+ In thanksgiving for those who have served in the armed forces, defending our country in times of 
war, and ensuring peace in places where there is instability; let us pray.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  
+ In thanksgiving for those who have died, especially during military service, may they and all the 
faithful departed live with the Lord forever; let us pray.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  
As we await the coming of the Bridegroom, let us be attentive through the continuation of our 
prayers.  

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for
Joan 
Richard 
Shirley 
Wes 
Charles 
Dick 
Rebecca 
Strater 
Penny 
Peter 

Cece 
Deb 
Elizabeth 
Katie 
Theodore 
Lorraine 
Edith 
Kathryn 
Ruth 
Frank 

Jack 
Faicia 
Eleanor 
Bob 
Jeff 
Daniel 
Lynne 
John 
Monica 
John 

Terry 
Nathan 
Carole 
Carrie 
Linda 
Johnlyn 
John 
Jim 
Virginia 
Chris 

Bruce 
Mel 
Alice 
Scott 
Michele 
Mike 
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For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
David Blanton, Aaron Wagner, Lynne Saulsbury, Susan Backstrom, Benjamin Wagner, Deborah 

Youngling, Jennie Graham,  
 
Confession Of Sin  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave! 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  Thy kingdom come? On bended knee      Hymnal #615 
 
Anthem   
In the hour of my distress, 
When Temptations me 
oppress, 
And when I my sins confess, 
Sweet Spirit, comfort me! 
When I lie within my bed, 

Sick in heart and sick in 
head, 
And with doubts 
discomfited,  
Sweet Spirit, comfort me! 
When the house doth sigh 
and weep! 

And the world drown’d in 
sleep, 
Yet mine eyes the watch do 
keep,  
Sweet Spirit, comfort me! 

  
*Presentation Hymn   Thy kingdom come?  On bended knee Hymnal #615 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
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People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 
 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into 
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 
maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-161 
 
The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer in the small chalice, or you may drink from the larger common chalice after 
consuming the wafer.  Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
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Communion Music  I come with joy to meet my Lord  (Land of Rest) Hymnal #304 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 

*Recessional  Lo! He comes with clouds descending (Helmsley) Hymnal #57 
 
Dismissal 

Postlude   Short Prelude and Fugue in Bb, BWV 560 J.S. Bach (1865-1750)
  
Liturgical Ministers:  Muriel Everhart, Sara Van Looy, Sally Clayton  
 
Virtual Vergers   Mike Roman, Virginia McGhee 

 
Today, we would like to welcome The Rev Taylor Dayne our Celebrant and guest preacher 

We welcome Jerome Fung as our guest organist 
The Eucharistic and Aumbry candles this month are Given to the Glory of God in memory of Patricia 
and Walter Talbott by Pamela Talbott.  

Altar Flowers given in memory of Peter Hedrick by Libby Hedrick.  

St. John's extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord's presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 

place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 
LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE AVAILABLE 
IN THE NARTHEX 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A 
– 724223 
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12 November 2023   Hymns 
 
462  The Lord will come and not be slow 

1 The Lord will come and not be slow, 
his footsteps cannot err; 
before him righteousness shall go, 
his royal harbinger. 
 
2 Truth from the earth, like to a flower, 
shall bud and blossom show; 
and justice, from her heavenly bower, 
look down on us below. 
 
3 Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might, 
this wicked earth redress; 
for thou art he who shalt by right 
the nations all possess. 
 
4 The nations all whom thou hast made 
shall come, and all shall frame 
to bow them low before thee, Lord, 
and glorify thy Name. 
 
5 For great thou art, and wonders great 
by thy strong hand are done: 
thou in thy everlasting seat 
remainest God alone. 
 
61 Sleepers, Wake 

1 Sleepers, wake! the watch-cry pealeth, 
while slumber deep each eyelid sealeth: 
awake, Jerusalem, awake! 
Midnight’s solemn hour is tolling, 
and seraph-notes are onward rolling; 
they call on us our part to take. 
Come forth, ye virgins wise: 
the Bridegroom comes, arise! 
Alleluia!  
Each lamp be bright with ready light 
to grace the marriage feast tonight. 
 
2 Zion hears the voice that singeth 
with sudden joy her glad heart springeth, 
at once she wakes, she stands arrayed: 
her Light is come, her Star ascending, 
lo, girt with truth, with mercy blending, 
her Bridegroom there, so long delayed. 
All hail! God’s glorious Son, 

All hail! Our joy and crown, 
Alleluia!  
The joyful call we answer all, 
and follow to the bridal hall. 
 
3 Praise to him who goes before us! 
Let men and angels join in chorus, 
let harp and cymbal add their sound. 
Twelve the gates, a pearl each portal 
we haste to join the choir immortal 
within the Holy City’s bound. 
Ear ne’er heard aught like this, 
nor heart conceived such bliss. 
Alleluia!  
We raise the song, we swell the throng, 
to praise thee ages all along. 
 
615 Thy Kingdom come! On Bended knee 

1 "Thy kingdom come!" on bended knee 
the passing ages pray; 
and faithful souls have yearned to see 
on earth that kingdom's day. 
 
2 But the slow watches of the night 
not less to God belong; 
and for the everlasting right 
the silent stars are strong. 
 
3 And lo, already on the hills 
the flags of dawn appear; 
gird up your loins, ye prophet souls, 
proclaim the day is near: 
 
4 the day to whose clear shining light 
all wrong shall stand revealed, 
when justice shall be throned in might, 
and every hurt be healed; 
 
5 when knowledge, hand in hand with peace, 
shall walk the earth abroad; 
the day of perfect righteousness, 
the promised day of God.  
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304 I come with joy to meet my lord 

1. I come with joy to meet my Lord, 
forgiven, loved, and free, 
in awe and wonder to recall 
his life laid down for me. 
 
2. I come with Christians far and near 
to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ's communion bread. 
 
3. As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 
each proud division ends. 
The love that made us makes us one, 
and strangers now are friends. 
 
4. And thus with joy we meet our Lord. 
His presence, always near, 
is in such friendship better known: 
we see and praise him here. 
 
5. Together met, together bound, 
we'll go our different ways 
and as his people in the world 
we'll live and speak his praise.  
 

57 Lo! He comes with clouds descending 

1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 
once for our salvation slain; 
thousand, thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 
2 Every eye shall now behold him, 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at nought and sold him, 
pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,  
shall the true Messiah see. 
 
3 Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears, 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshipers; 
with what rapture, with what rapture, with what 
rapture, 
gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
4 Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the power and glory; 
claim the kingdom for thine own: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org 
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 
            Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 

 
Rector 

 
Gwen Freeman, Senior Warden Beverly Way, Junior Warden 
Parish Administrator, Cathy Wagner  Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist  
 
If you need pastoral assistance, please call the Senior Warden at 607-351-0595, or e-mail 
lavendrsage@yahoo.com . 
 
If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us: 
 Coffee Hour has resumed in the Parish Hall following the service. Masks are optional when you 
are not actively eating or drinking.   

Forward Day by Day for November, December, and January is available on the table in the rear 
of the church. 

Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call the church office 
(607-273-6532).  

 

mailto:lavendrsage@yahoo.com
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
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