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The Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
St. John's Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

2023 Year A 
Proper 28 
10:30 AM 

* Indicates please stand 
 

Prelude  Andante tranquillo from Sonata No. 3   Felix Mendelssohn (1809–47) 
               Aria Serena from Diptych, op. 1007 Carson Cooman (b. 1982) 
 
*Processional Hymn  Not here for high and holy things ((Morning Song)   Hymnal #9 
 
*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 
 
*Collect For Purity 
 
*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 
 
The Collect of the Day  
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope 
of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson  Judges 4:1–7 

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold them 
into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, 
who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine 
hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 

At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under the 
palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came 
up to her for judgment. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and 
said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing 
ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of 
Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into 
your hand.’” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 123 Ad te levavi oculos meos 
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1 To you I|lift up my|eyes, * 
to you en-|thröned|in the |heavens. 

2 As the eyes of servants look to the|hand of their|masters, * 

and the eyes of a|maid to the|hand of her|mistress, 

3 So our eyes look to the|Lord our|God, * 
until he|show us his|mercy. 

4 Have mercy upon us, O|Lord, have|mercy, *  

for we have had|more than e-|nough of con-|tempt, 

5 Too much of the scorn of the|indo-lent|rich, * 
and of the de-|ri-sion|of the|proud. 

 

The Epistle Reading  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 
written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 
night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as 
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in 
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the 
day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 
helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*Sequence   Before thy throne, o God, we kneel (St. Petersburg) Hymnal #574 
 
*The Gospel Reading  Matthew 25:14–30 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 
them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then 
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he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and 
made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But 
the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the 
one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one 
talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did 
not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent 
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You 
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own 
with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those 
who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, 
even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon The Rev. Kit Tobin 
 
*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; 

    he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
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We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

 

*The Prayers of the People   

Let us rise from our spiritual complacency and offer our prayers to God, responding, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  

+ That our local and federal judges may have the wisdom of the prophet Deborah, whose strength was 
revealed in passing judgment for condemnation when necessary and for growth when warranted; let 
us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ That we may clothe each other with faith and love, hope and salvation, encouraging one another in 
discipleship and building up one another for the growth of Christ’s Body, the Church; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ That we may expose our gifts to the light of day, using them as instruments of salvation for those 
who live on the margins of society, and for those who though rich, have an emptiness too painful to 
expose; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ That our treasures of time and money may be used wisely, to our personal benefit and for the 
betterment of our Church and society; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ That we may humbly open our hands to receive the Bread of Life, and joyfully drink the Cup of 
Salvation, becoming one with Christ in his death and risen life; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ That all who have died may come to the glory of that place where the noise of daily life has given 
way to the peace of eternal rest; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  

Trusting in the One who sweeps away our sins and invites us to begin again, let us continue our prayers.  
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, and especially for 
Joan 
Richard 
Shirley 
Wes 
Charles 
Dick 
Rebecca 
Strater 

Penny 
Peter 
Cece 
Deb 
Elizabeth 
Katie 
Theodore 
Lorraine 

Edith 
Kathryn 
Ruth 
Frank 
Jack 
Faicia 
Eleanor 
Bob 

Jeff 
Daniel 
Lynne 
John 
Monica 
John 
Terry 
Nathan 

Carole 
Carrie 
Linda 
Johnlyn 
John 
Jim 
Virginia 
Chris 

Bruce 
Mel 
Alice 
Scott 
Michele 
Cathey 
Mike 
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For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Kincaid Bunch, Robert Saulsbury, Jr., Matthew Sanaker, Jasmine Wagner 

 
Confession Of Sin  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave! 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Announcements & Welcome 
 
Offertory Sentence  
 
Anthem  Locus iste Anton Brucker (1824–96)

Locus iste a Deo factus est, 
Inaestimabile sacramentum, 
Irreprehensibilis est. 

This place was made for God, 
An inestimably holy place; 
It is without reproach 

 
*Presentation Hymn   As those of old their first fruits brought (Forest Green) Hymnal #705 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 
 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into 
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker 
of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-161 
 
The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer in the small chalice, or you may drink from the larger common chalice after 
consuming the wafer. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Music   Great is thy faithfulness LEVAS 189 
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Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
*Recessional   God of grace and God of glory (Cum Rhondda) Hymnal #594 
 
Dismissal 
 
Postlude   Rondo Festivo from Diptych Carson Cooman  
 
Acolyte: Amber Massa 
 
Liturgical Ministers:  Ian Lundberg, Margaret Johnson, Pam Talbott  
 
Virtual Vergers  Sara VanLooy, Matthew Sanaker  
 

Today we welcome the Rev. Kit Tobin as our celebrant and guest preacher. 
We welcome guest organist Jerome Fung. 

 
St. John's extends a warm welcome to visitors!   

May you experience the Lord's presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 
place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

 
 
LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE AVAILABLE 
IN THE NARTHEX 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A 
– 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org 
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church 
            Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 

 
Rector 

Gwen Freeman, Senior Warden Beverly Way, Junior Warden 
Cathy Wagner, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist  
 
If you need pastoral assistance, please call the Senior Warden at 607-351-0595, or e-mail 
lavendrsage@yahoo.com . 
 
If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us: 
 Coffee Hour has resumed in the Parish Hall following the service. Masks are optional when you 
are not actively eating or drinking.   

Forward Day by Day for November, December, and January is available on the table in the rear of 
the church. 

Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call the church office 
(607-273-6532).  

 


