
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Proper 6


St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY

June 16, 2024 Year B


10:30 AM

* Indicates please stand


Prelude    Trio in G Minor, Op. 49, No. 1	 Joseph Rheinberger (1839–1901)


*Processional Hymn    Jesus shall reign where’er the sun (Duke Street)	 Hymnal #544


*Opening Acclamation	 BCP 355


*Collect For Purity


*Gloria 	 Hymnal #S-280


The Collect of  the Day 


Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace 
we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of  
our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.


The First Lesson 	 1 Samuel 15:34–16:13


Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of  Saul. Samuel did not see Saul 
again until the day of  his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he had 
made Saul king over Israel.


The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself  a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If  Saul hears of  it, he will 
kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 
Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the 
one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 
elders of  the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, 
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the  Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.


When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 
the Lord.” But the Lord  said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of  his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord  does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord  looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah 
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of  his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of  these.” Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
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here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. 
The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of  oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of  his brothers; and the spirit of  the Lord came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.


The Word of  the Lord.

Thanks be to God.


Psalm 20	 Exaudiat te Dominus





1 May the Lord answer you in the day of  
trouble, * 
the Name of  the God of  Jacob defend 
you;


2 Send you help from his holy place * 
and strengthen you out of  Zion;


3 Remember all your offerings * 
and accept your burnt sacrifice;


4 Grant you your heart's desire * 
and prosper all your plans.


5 We will shout for joy at your victory 
and triumph in the Name of  our 
God; * 
may the Lord grant all your requests.


6 Now I know that the Lord gives victory to 
his anointed; * 
he will answer him out of  his holy 
heaven, 
with the victorious strength of  his right 
hand.


7 Some put their trust in chariots and 
some in horses, * 
but we will call upon the Name of  
the Lord our God.


8 They collapse and fall down, * 
but we will arise and stand upright.


9 O Lord, give victory to the king * 
and answer us when we call.


The Epistle Reading 	 2 Corinthians 5:6–17
We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather 
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it 
our aim to please him. For all of  us must appear before the judgment seat of  Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.

Therefore, knowing the fear of  the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known 
to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are not commending 
ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to 
answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if  we are beside ourselves, it 
is for God; if  we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of  Christ urges us on, because we 
are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who 
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live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now 
on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of  view; even though we once knew Christ 
from a human point of  view, we know him no longer in that way. So if  anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!


The Word of  the Lord.

Thanks be to God.


*Sequence   The Church’s one foundation (Aurelia)	 Hymnal #525 vv. 1–2


The Gospel Reading 	 Mark 4:26–34 

The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.


Glory be to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of  God is as if  someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would 
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth 
produces of  itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is 
ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of  God, or what parable will we use for it? It 
is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of  all the seeds on earth; 
yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of  all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 
so that the birds of  the air can make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to 
them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.


The Gospel of  the Lord.

Praise be to thee, O Christ.


*Sequence   The Church’s one foundation (Aurelia)	 Hymnal #525 vv. 3–4


The Sermon	 The Rev. Kit Tobin


*The Nicene Creed 


We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of  heaven and earth, 
of  all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of  God, 
eternally begotten of  the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of  one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of  the Holy Spirit 

    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of  the 
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of  life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of  sins. 
We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 
    and the life of  the world to come. 
Amen. 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*The Prayers of  the People  


We offer our prayers to God, whose loving-kindness empowers us to grow from strength to strength, 
responding to each petition by saying, “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

+ That the Church may maintain a balance between faith and inquiry, truth and imagination, justice 
and pastoral sensitivity, so that unity may prevail in spite of  differences, and differences may be 
tempered for the sake of  unity; let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ For our President and advisors, senators and members of  Congress, governors, mayors and 
members of  local legislative bodies; that their decisions may support the wellbeing of  all economic, 
social, and racial groups; let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ That in our ministry we may plant small seeds, trusting that by God’s grace, our feeble efforts will 
produce beautiful and lofty trees laden with fruit; let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ For artists, actors, and athletes whose lifestyles are the models for our age, that they may turn from 
corrupting achievements, and reveal those enduring virtues from which moral conviction, 
responsibility, and honesty take root; let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ For all who are suffering from physical or emotional illness, that the Holy Spirit may answer them 
in the day of  trouble and reveal the gift of  hope in the night season; let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ For those who are traveling this summer, that they may journey in safety and return refreshed; let 
us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ For all who have died in the peace of  Christ, and those whose faith is known to God alone; let us 
pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

May the love of  Christ enter into our hearts as we continue to offer our prayers. 

God of  mercy and compassion, who wept with Rachel as she lamented over her children—be with 
us, who lament the plague of  gun violence that lies heavy over our land. Open our eyes to see the 
ways we might transform the shadow of  strife and death into the way of  love and peace. Strengthen 
us to tirelessly care for one another, that we may truly find our security in the boundless love you call 
us to, and lead us all to your promised future, where no sword will be drawn against another, and no 
power known but the power of  love.  All this we ask through the name of  your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.


For the special needs and concerns of  our congregation, and especially for:


Joan

Charles

Wes

Virginia

Shirley


Richard

Linda

Jim

Gerald

Cece


Theodore

Lorraine

Edith

Kathryn

Sarah


Avery

Nathan

Jane

Chris

Carole


Sandy

Amelia

Michael

Susan

Jeff 


Mary Beth

Jack

Julianne

Chavon

Ruth
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Jack
 Lisa
 Ira
 Jan
 Nick
 Penny 
For those celebrating the anniversary of  their birth this week:


Beverly Green, Owen Hoekenga, Cecilia Goulart, Merrick Oakes, Penny Ciccone


Confession Of  Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen.


Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.


*The Peace Please remain in your pew. Wave!

The peace of  the Lord be always with you.


And also with you.


Announcements & Welcome


Offertory Sentence 


Anthem  O Lord, my God, to thee	 Jacques Arcadelt (c. 1510–68)


*Presentation Hymn   Almighty God, your word is cast like seed upon the ground (Walden)
Hymnal #589


*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer A

Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts

People: We lift them to the Lord

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.


Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of  heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name:


Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus)	 Hymnal #S-129
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Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into 
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 
maker of  all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of  me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of  faith:

Christ has died

Christ is risen

Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of  praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your Son, the holy 
food and drink of  new and unending life in Christ.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity 
of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.


The Lord’s Prayer


Fraction Anthem	 Lamb of  God (Agnus Dei)	  Hymnal #S-161


The Communion of  the People

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table.


Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive. 

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.


Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.


Communion Music   I love they kingdom, Lord (St. Thomas [Williams])	 Hymnal #524


Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. 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Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of  heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.


Blessing


*Recessional   All People that on earth do dwell (Old 100th) Hymnal #377


Dismissal


Postlude  Chaccone in C Major, BuxWV 137	 Dietrich Buxtehude (1637–1707)

Crucifer:  Alan Mata

Acolyte:  Gary Anderson

Liturgical Ministers:   Lillian Wright, Jerome Fung, Sara VanLooy

Virtual Vergers   Matthew Sanaker, Virginia McGhee


This morning we welcome The Rev. Kit Tobin as our celebrant and guest preacher. 
St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   

May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 
place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE AVAILABLE 
IN THE NARTHEX 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223
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St. John’s Church

210 North Cayuga Street


Ithaca, NY

(607)-273-6532


www.stjohnsithaca.org

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org


"Like" us on facebook @ Saint John's Episcopal Church

            Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3


Rector

Beverly Way, Senior Warden	 Pamela Talbott, Junior Warden

Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator	 Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton

Elisabeth Wang, Director of  Music/Organist	 


If  you need pastoral assistance, please call or text the Senior Warden at 607-232-4465. 


If  you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at https://
stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you! 


Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office. 


Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service. Masks are optional when 
you are not actively eating or drinking.  


Candles and Flowers: If  you wish to give candles or Sunday flowers in memory of  a loved one, or 
to celebrate a special occasion, please call the church office (607-273-6532). 


Plan Ahead. Beginning on Sunday, 7 July, the Sunday services will be at 8:00 am and 10:00 am. We 
will return to services at 8:00 am and 10:30 am on 1 September. 


Saturday, June 22. Memorial Service for Deb Youngling at 10 am with a reception following. 


Sunday, June 23rd 2–4 pm. Area Congregations Together (ACT) Annual Multi-Faith Meeting 
“Getting to Know Your Neighbors” with multi-faith speakers, music, chanting, small group 
discussions, and food! Namgyal Monastery Institute of  Buddhist Studies, 201 Tibet Drive, Ithaca, 
NY 14850. The service starts at His Holiness the Great 14th Dalai Lama Library and Learning 
Center, the first building on the grounds just off  Rt. 96B, south of  Ithaca College. For more 
information visit https://hhdalailamalibrarylearningcenter.org.


The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
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June 16, 2024 Year B

Hymns


Jesus shall reign where’re the sun (Duke 
Street)

Hymnal #544


1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
doth his successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more.


2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 
and praises throng to crown his head; 
his Name like sweet perfume shall rise 
with every morning sacrifice.


3 People and realms of  every tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his Name.


4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 
the prisoners leap to lose their chains, 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all who suffer want are blest.


5 Let every creature rise and bring 
peculiar honors to our King; 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud amen.


The Church’s one foundation (Aurelia)

Hymnal #525


1 The Church's one foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
she is his new creation 
by water and the word: 
from heaven he came and sought her 
to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her,  
and for her life he died.


2 Elect from every nation, 
yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of  salvation, 
one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy Name she blesses, 
partakes one holy food, 

and to one hope she presses, 
with every grace endued.


3 Though with a scornful wonder 
men see her sore oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, 
by heresies distressed; 
yet saints their watch are keeping, 
their cry goes up, "How long?" 
and soon the night of  weeping 
shall be the morn of  song.


4 Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of  her war 
she waits the consummation 
of  peace for evermore; 
till with the vision glorious 
her longing eyes are blessed, 
and the great Church victorious  
shall be the Church at rest.


Almighty God, your word is cast like seed 
upon the ground (Walden)

Hymnal #589


1 Almighty God, your word is cast 
like seed upon the ground, 
now let the dew of  heaven descend 
and righteous fruits abound.


2 Let not our selfishness and hate 
this holy seed remove, 
but give it root in every heart 
to bring forth fruits of  love.


3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 
the rising plant destroy, 
but let it yield a hundredfold 
the fruits of  peace and joy.


I love they kingdom Lord (St. Thomas 
[Williams])

Hymnal #524


1 I love thy kingdom, Lord, 
the house of  thine abode, 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the Church our blest Redeemer saved  
with his own precious blood.


2 For her my tears shall fall; 
for her my prayers ascend; 
to her my cares and toils be given, 
till toils and cares shall end.


3 Beyond my highest joy 
I prize her heavenly ways, 
her sweet communion, solemn vows, 
her hymns of  love and praise.


4 Jesus, thou friend divine,  
our Savior and our King, 
thy hand from every snare and foe 
shall great deliverance bring.


5 Sure as thy truth shall last, 
to Zion shall be given  
the brightest glories earth can yield, 
and brighter bliss of  heaven.


All people that on earth do dwell (Old 
100th)

Hymnal #377


1 All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice: 
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell, 
come ye before him and rejoice.


2 Know that the Lord is God indeed; 
without our aid he did us make: 
we are his folk, he doth us feed, 
and for his sheep he doth us take.


3 O enter then his gates with praise, 
approach with joy his courts unto; 
praise, laud, and bless his Name always, 
for it is seemly so to do.


4 For why? the Lord our God is good; 
his mercy is for ever sure; 
his truth at all times firmly stood, 
and shall from age to age endure.


5 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
the God whom heaven and earth adore, 
from men and from the angel host 
be praise and glory evermore.
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