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The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

February 9, 2025 Year C 
10:30 am 

* indicates please stand 

Prelude    Sonata Chromatica J. P. Sweelinck (1562–1621) 

*Processional Hymn    O Day of Radiant Gladness (Es flog ein klienes…) Hymnal #48 

*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 

*Collect For Purity 

*Gloria  Hymnal #S-278 

Collect of the Day 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life 
which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

First Lesson  Isaiah 6:1–8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem 
of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two 
they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one 
called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;  
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 
smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with 
a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your 
lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 138              Sung by the choir                                       Confitebor tibi 
 

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my 
whole heart; * 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple 
and praise your Name, * 
because of your love and faithfulness; 
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3 For you have glorified your Name * 
and your word above all things. 

4 When I called, you answered me; * 
you increased my strength within me. 

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, 
O Lord, * 
when they have heard the words of 
your mouth. 

6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, * 
that great is the glory of the Lord. 

7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the 
lowly; * 
he perceives the haughty from afar. 

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
you keep me safe; * 
you stretch forth your hand against the 
fury of my enemies; 
your right hand shall save me. 

9 The Lord will make good his purpose for 
me; * 
O Lord, your love endures for ever; 
do not abandon the works of your 
hands.

The Epistle  1 Corinthians 15:1–11 
I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you 
in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold 
firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you--unless you have come to believe in vain. 

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of 
all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to 
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what 
I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any 
of them--though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, 
so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual   Thy strong word didst cleave the darkness (Ton-y-Botel) Hymnal #381 vv. 1–2 

*The Gospel Reading  Luke 5:1–11 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on 
him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had 
gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 
crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 
water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 
long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done 
this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that 
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they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Go away 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch 
of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners 
with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 
people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

*Sequence   Thy strong word didst cleave the darkness (Ton-y-Botel) Hymnal #381 vv. 3–4 

The Sermon The Rev. Kit Tobin 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the 
        Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People 
In thanksgiving, let us lift our voices in prayer to God, who in Christ gives us the liberty of an 
abundant life, as we respond to each petition, “Hear us, God of glory.”  

+ For the Church, that we may hear and obey God’s call to enter the unknown, confident that 
God’s presence will accompany our obedience; let us pray to the Lord.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ For those who exercise leadership in our Church and in legislative bodies around the world, 
that they may keep the goal of cooperation ever before them, seeking those things that serve the 
common good, and enhancing the cause of justice and peace; let us pray to the Lord.  
Hear us, God of glory.  
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+ For those discerning a call to the sacred order of priests and deacons, that they may be prepared 
to spend and be spent in the ministry of Christ for the glory of his Church; let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ For people throughout our state who come to private agencies and houses of worship to 
receive food, shelter, job training, child care, and other necessities of life, that they may receive 
respect and honor in their quest for daily needs; let us pray to the Lord.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ For this community of faith, that together we may have the courage to let down the walls of 
our fear and misgiving, trusting in Christ to fill us with all that is necessary for our common 
ministry; let us pray to the Lord.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ For all who have departed this life in the confidence of Christ’s promise of eternal life, and for 
those whose faith is known to you alone; let us pray to the Lord.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

Let us press on toward Jesus, as we continue our prayers, either silently or aloud.  

Dear Lord, Almighty God, we pray for all indigenous children who were in residential and 
boarding schools in Canada and the United States. Some died there; we ask that you give 
assurance to their descendants that their souls are with you and their ancestors. Some survived 
there; we ask that you give your healing grace to all who endured hardship while there and are 
still struggling with those memories. Lastly, we ask you to help us guard our children against harm 
in this world. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.  

Lord, grant us strength and courage to never accept injustice and cruelty as the price for public 
safety. Give us grace to truly strive for justice and peace and to honestly respect the dignity of 
every human being. Amen 

For the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Wes 
Shirley 

Bev 
Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 

Howard 
Miranda 
Cathey 
Joan 

Jane 
Jack 
Julianne 
Ted 

Lorraine 
Edith 
Terry 
Olivia 

Jim 
Otto 

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Peg Coleman, Susan Dunlop, Alexander Ciccone, Kalena Henry 

Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   Sicut cervus Giovanni da Palestrina (1525–94) 
As a hart longs for the flowing streams, 

so longs my soul for thee, O God. 

*Presentation Hymn   Holy, Holy, Holy! (Nicea) Hymnal #362 vv. 1–2 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-128 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem  Michael McCarthy (b. 1955) 

 

The Communion of the People 
All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 

Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  
 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Music    In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me (Halton Holdgate) Hymnal #706 
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Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

*Recessional   Come, thou fount (Nettleton) Hymnal #686 

Dismissal 

Postlude   Praeludium in G major Johann Krebs (1713–80) 

Liturgical Ministers: Jane Ryan, Gwen Freeman, Margaret Johnson   

Virtual Vergers: John Jackson, Sara VanLooy 

This morning we welcome The Rev. Kit Tobin as our celebrant and guest preacher. 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in Memory of Col. Richard Comstock  
by Richard Comstock, Jr. 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 

  



	
 

8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org 
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
            Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 

 
 Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Timothy E. Smith, Director of Music/Organist 

If you need pastoral assistance, please call or text the Senior Warden at 607-339-8462.  

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is available on the table in the rear of the 
church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give candles or Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, 
or to celebrate a special occasion, please call the church office (607-273-6532).  
  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
mailto:office@stjohnsithaca.org
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4

