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The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

February 16, 2025 Year C 
10:30 am 

* indicates please stand 

Prelude    Preamble and Meditation Louis Vierne (1870–1937) 

*Processional Hymn    He’s got the whole world in His hand LEVAS #217 

*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 

*Collect For Purity 

*Gloria    Glory, glory, Hallelujah LEVAS #130 

Collect of the Day 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and because 
in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace, that in 
keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Lesson  Jeremiah 17:5–10 

Thus says the Lord: 

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their strength, whose hearts 
turn away from the Lord. They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief 
comes. They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. Blessed 
are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay 
green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. The heart is 
devious above all else; it is perverse—who can understand it? I the Lord test the mind and search 
the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to the fruit of their doings. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 1              Sung by the choir                         Beatus vir qui non 
abiit 
 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in 
the counsel of the wicked, * 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, * 
and they meditate on his law day and 
night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of 
water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with 
leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 
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4 It is not so with the wicked; * 
they are like chaff which the wind 
blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand 
upright when judgment comes, * 

nor the sinner in the council of the 
righteous. 

6 For the Lord knows the way of the 
righteous, * 
but the way of the wicked is 
doomed. 

The Epistle  1 Corinthians 15:12–20 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no 
resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 
and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been 
in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised 
Christ--whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not 
raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you 
are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only 
we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual   When Israel was in Egypt’s land (Go down, Moses) Hymnal #648 vv. 1–2 

*The Gospel Reading  Luke 6:17–26 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and 
Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were 
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for 
power came out from him and healed all of them. 

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry 
now, for you will be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you 
when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the 
Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for 
that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. But woe to you who are rich, for you have 
received your consolation. Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. Woe to you who 
are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that 
is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

*Sequence   When Israel was in Egypt’s land (Go down, Moses) Hymnal #648 vv. 3–4 
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The Sermon The Rev. Kit Tobin 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the 
        Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People 

May the Lord, who tests our minds and searches the deepest recesses of our hearts, be present 
in the prayers and thanksgivings which we offer this day, as we respond, “Hear us, God of glory.”  

+ God of our salvation, touch every wound within us, and in your mercy heal us of the pain that 
wracks our inmost thoughts; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ Christ the worker, let our feet stand amidst the great multitude, that our hands may work for 
the relief of all who are troubled: the homeless, the hungry, the distressed, the sick, and the 
imprisoned, and those whose darkness knows no name; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ Creator of the universe, give us a voice of thanksgiving to praise the beauty of your handiwork 
in the world about us, and help us live in ways that protect the fragility of our environment for 
generations to come; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ Blessed One, reveal to us the blessedness with which you have endowed all human life, that 
we may see ourselves and others as bearers of your image; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  
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+ God of all gratitude, may our lips recite songs of thanksgiving, as we acknowledge the 
abundance of riches that you have bestowed upon us, and may we joyfully share these gifts with 
others; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ Risen Lord, be present with those who have departed this life in the certain hope of your 
resurrection, and comfort all who mourn for those they love but see no more; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

With God ever present in the midst of our lives, let us continue our prayers, either silently or 
aloud.  

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart [and 
especially the hearts of the people of this land], that barriers which divide us may crumble, 
suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice 
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Wes 
Shirley 

Bev 
Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 

Howard 
Miranda 
Cathey 
Joan 

Jane 
Jack 
Julianne 
Ted 

Lorraine 
Edith 
Terry 
Olivia 

Jim 

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Eric Blair-Joannou, Erik Wagner, Rosemary McKee 

Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

*The Peace  



 
 

5 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   Precious Lord Thomas A. Dorsey (1899–1993) 

Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 

Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light, 

 Take my hand, precious Lord, Lead me home. 

When my way grows drear, Precious Lord, linger near, 
When my life is almost gone, 

Hear my cry, hear my call, Hold my hand lest I fall: 

Take my hand, precious Lord, Lead me home. 

When the darkness appears And the night draws near, 
And the day is past and gone, 

Take my hand, precious Lord,  Lead me home. 

*Presentation Hymn   This little light of mine LEVAS #160 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem  Michael McCarthy (b. 1955) 

 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Music   Let us break bread together (Let Us Break Bread) Hymnal #325 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
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of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
 

and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

*Recessional   Leaning on the Everlasting Arms  LEVAS #196 

Dismissal 

Postlude     

Liturgical Ministers: Cora Yao, Susan Backstrom 

Virtual Vergers: Sara VanLooy, Michael Roman 

This morning we welcome The Rev. Kit Tobin as our celebrant and guest preacher. 

The flowers on the altar are given to Glory of God in memory of Ruth Blanchard by Suzy Blanchard 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org 
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
            Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 

Rector 
Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Timothy E. Smith, Director of Music/Organist 

If you need pastoral assistance, please call or text the Senior Warden at 607-339-8462.  

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is on the table in the rear of the church. 

Breakfast Foods Needed for Code Blue Shelter  DSS Shelter for the Homeless in Cold 
Weather (32˚ or lower), located at 300 N. Tioga St. (formerly Key Bank on Buffalo and Tioga 
Streets), needs breakfast foods that don’t require cooking, such as: oatmeal, cereal, breakfast bars, 
juice boxes, milk; snack foods welcomed as well. Food can be dropped by after 3 pm on weekdays 
M–F and any time during the day on weekends Sat./Sun. For more information please contact 
Cora M. Yao, cora.yao@gmail.com, (301) 346-7570. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  

The Book Club will have initial meetings during coffee, both services. The first items for 
discussion and comparison are: “On Tyranny,” by Timothy Snyder, available in local bookstores 
for $12; and “40 Ways to Fight Fascists,”  by Spencer Sunshine, available as free download online. 
Also available as audio book. 

Game Night Feb. 21 is canceled and will be rescheduled for March; details to follow. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give candles or Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, 
or to celebrate a special occasion, please call the church office (607-273-6532).   

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
mailto:office@stjohnsithaca.org
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:cora.yao@gmail.com
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The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 16, 2025 Year C 

Hymns 

He’s got the whole world in His hand 
LEVAS #217 

(4x each verse:) 
1 He’s got the whole world in His hand.  

2 He’s got you and me sister in His hand.  

3 He’s got you and me brother in His hand.  

4 He’s got the pretty little baby in His hand.  

5 He’s got everybody here in His hand.  

Glory, glory, Hallelujah 
LEVAS #130 

1 Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Since I laid my burden down. 
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Since I laid my burden down. 

2 I feel better, so much better,  
Since I laid my burden down. 
I feel better, so much better,  
Since I laid my burden down. 

3 Feel like shouting, “Hallelujah!”  
Since I laid my burden down. 
Feel like shouting, “Hallelujah!”  
Since I laid my burden down. 

4 I am climbing Jacob’s ladder,  
Since I laid my burden down. 
I am climbing Jacob’s ladder,  
Since I laid my burden down. 

Let us break bread together (Let Us 
Break Bread) 
Hymnal #325 

1 Let us break bread together on our knees;  
let us break bread together on our knees;  

Refrain: 
when I fall on my knees,  
with my face to the rising sun,  
O Lord, have mercy on me.  

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees;  
let us drink wine together on our knees; 
[Refrain] 

3 Let us praise God together on our knees;  
let us praise God together on our knees; 
[Refrain] 

When Israel was in Egypt’s land (Go 
down, Moses) Hymnal #648 vv. 1–4 

1 When Israel was in Egypt's land, let my 
people go; oppressed so hard they could not 
stand, let my people go. 

Refrain: 
Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt's land; 
tell old Pharaoh to let my people go. 

2 The Lord told Moses what to do, let my 
people go; to lead the children of Israel 
through, let my people go. [Refrain] 

3 They journeyed on at his command, let my 
people go; and came at length to Canaan's 
land, let my people go. [Refrain] 

4 Oh, let us all from bondage flee, let my 
people go; and let us all in Christ be free, let 
my people go. [Refrain]. 
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This little light of mine 

LEVAS #160 

1 This little light of mine, 
I’m goin’-a let it shine, 
This little light of mine, 
I’m goin’-a let it shine, 
This little light of mine, 
I’m goin’-a let it shine, 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

2 Everywhere I go, 
I’m goin’-a let it shine, 
Everywhere I go, 
I’m goin’-a let it shine, 
Everywhere I go, 
I’m goin’-a let it shine, 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

3 All through the night, 
I’m goin’-a let it shine, 
All through the night, 
I’m goin’-a let it shine, 
All through the night, 
I’m goin’-a let it shine, 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms  
LEVAS #196 

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Refrain: 
Leaning, leaning, 
safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning, leaning, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

2 O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
O how bright the path grows from day to 
day, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain] 

3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
[Refrain] 
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