The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY

February 23, 2025 Year C
10:30 am
* indicates please stand
Prelude Communion Meditation St John's Ringers arr. Douglas Wagner
*Processional Hymn Praise to the Lord (I.obe den Herren) Hymnal #390
*Opening Acclamation BCP 355

*Collect For Purity
*Gloria Hymnal #S-236

Collect of the Day

O Lotd, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing: Send your Holy
Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond of peace and of all
virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. Grant this for the sake of your
only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Awmen.

First Lesson Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?”” But his brothers could not answer
him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves,
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in
the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor
harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you
many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh,
and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say
to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not
delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and
your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for
you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and
all that you have, will not come to poverty.”

And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42 Sung by the choir Noli aemulari

1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, *
do not be jealous of those who do wrong. and like the green grass fade away.



3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; *
dwell in the land and feed on its riches.
4 Take delight in the Lord, *
and he shall give you your heart’s desire.
5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your
trust in him, *
and he will bring it to pass.
6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the
light *
and your just dealing as the noonday.
7 Be still before the Lord *
and wait patiently for him.
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who
prospers, *
the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; *
do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil.

The Epistle

10 For evildoers shall be cut off, *
but those who wait upon the Lord shall
possess the land.

11 In a little while the wicked shall be no
more; *
you shall search out their place, but they will
not be there.

12 But the lowly shall possess the land; *
they will delight in abundance of peace.

41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes
from the Lotd; *
he is their stronghold in time of trouble.

42 The Lord will help them and rescue them; *
he will rescue them from the wicked and
deliver them,
because they seek refuge in him.

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

Someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” Fooll What
you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that
is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has
chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable.
It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a
physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body.
Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being;” the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was
from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those
who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have
borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love (Chereponi) Hymnal #602 vv. 1-3

*The Gospel Reading

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 6:27-38

Jesus said, “I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other
also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone



who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others
as you would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love
them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do
the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is
kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure

you get back.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

*Sequence Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love (Chereponi) Hymnal #602 vv. 4-5
The Sermon The Rev. Kit Tobin

*The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, On the third day he rose again
the Father, the Almighty, in accordance with the Scriptures;
maker of heaven and earth, he ascended into heaven
of all that is, seen and unseen. and is seated at the right hand of the
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, Father.
the only Son of God, He will come again in glory to judge the living
eternally begotten of the Father, and the dead,
God from God, Light from Light, and his kingdom will have no end.
true God from true God, We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
begotten, not made, of life,
of one Beir}g with t.he Father. who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Through him all things were made. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
For us and for our salvation and glorified.
he came down from heav'eflz He has spoken through the Prophets.
by the power of the Holy Spirit We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, Church.
and was made man. We acknowledge one baptism for the
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius forgiveness of sins.
Pilate; _ We look for the resurrection of the dead,
he suffered death and was buried. and the life of the wotld to come. Awmzen.

*The Prayers of the People

Let us be still and patient before the Lord, as we offer our prayers and thanksgivings, responding,
“Hear us, God of glory.”



+ That the power of the Holy Spirit may be sent into the heart of the world, uniting peoples

everywhere with the true bonds of forgiveness and peace; let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, God of glory.

+ That those who till the land on small farms may have bountiful crops, trusting that what is sown
in the fertile soil of God’s love will be harvested with joy and thanksgiving; let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, God of glory.

+ For those holding elected office, and all of us who can influence them, that together we may take
responsibility of finding answers to the problems that plague our cities, especially economic injustice
and poverty, illiteracy, and fractured family life; let us pray to the Lord.

Hear us, God of glory.

+ For spiritual transformation throughout our Church, as we refrain from the gossip that divides
us, the bitterness that blocks forgiveness, the condemnation that distorts God’s image in others, and
the greed that diminishes generosity; let us pray to the Lord.

Hear us, God of glory.

+ In thanksgiving for God’s compassion working in our lives to restore us to wholeness of mind,
body, and spirit, saving us from ourselves, and releasing us to witness to his love; let us pray to the
Lord.

Hear us, God of glory.

+ In thanksgiving for men and women who serve as missionaries in foreign lands, and for those
followers of Jesus who are being persecuted for their faith; may their faith inspire our own; let us
pray to the Lord.

Hear us, God of glory.

+ For all who have died in the faith of the Church, that they may have a place at the table in your
heavenly kingdom; let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, God of glory.

Holy Spirit of the living God, pour your love into our hearts, as we continue our prayers, either
silently or aloud.

Let us never be afraid to defend the weak, out of fear for the power of the strong. Let us never be
afraid to care for the poort, out of fear for the anger of the rich. Let us never be afraid to stand with
the oppressed, out of fear for the might of the oppressor. Let us never be afraid to speak the truth,
out of fear of the lies of the powerful. Holy God, grant us wisdom and courage in this hour, that in
following you we may never be afraid to do what is right, that in your perfected Love, we may cast
out fear. Amen. —Bishop Deon K. Johnson

For the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Roger Virginia Miranda Jack Edith
Charles Cece Cathey Julianne Terry
Shirley Linda Joan Ted Olivia
Bev Howard Jane Lorraine Jim

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Monica Van Fleet, Jane Ryan
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Confession Of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We bave not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved onr neighbors as ourselyes.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. .Amen.

*The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements & Welcome
Offertory Sentence
Anthem Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Mark Andrews (1875-1939)

The texct may be found in The Hymmnal 1982 at #410.

*Presentation Hymn O blest creator, source of light (Bromley) Hymnal #28 vv. 1, 3, 5
*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer A
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts

People: We lift them to the Lord

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant: continuing: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-125

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
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Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
maker of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in Christ.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Fraction Anthem Michael McCarthy (b. 1955)
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The Communion of the People

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.



Communion Music Commit thou all that grieves thee (Herzlich tut mich verlangen) Hymnal #669

Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
_you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son onr Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

*Recessional Love divine, all loves excelling (Hyfrydol) Hymnal #657
Dismissal

Postlude Toccata on Hyfrydol N. D’ecau Layne (1895-1988)

Liturgical Ministers: Kang Meng, Sara VanlLooy, Jerome Fung
Virtual Vergers: John Jackson, Michael Roman

This morning we welcome The Rev. Kit Tobin as our celebrant and guest preacher.

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card and
place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A — 724223



St. John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street
Ithaca, NY
(607)-273-6532
www.stjohnsithaca.org
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10-3

Rector
Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Timothy E. Smith, Director of Music/Otganist

If you need pastoral assistance, please call or text the Senior Warden at 607-339-8462.

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank youl

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is available on the table in the rear of the
church.

Breakfast Foods Needed for Code Blue Shelter DSS Shelter for the Homeless in Cold Weather
(32° or lower), located at 300 N. Tioga St. (formerly Key Bank on Buffalo and Tioga Streets), needs
breakfast foods that don’t require cooking, such as: oatmeal, cereal, breakfast bars, juice boxes, milk;
snack foods welcomed as well. Food can be dropped by after 3 pm on weekdays M—F and any time
during the day on weekends Sat./Sun. For more information please contact Cora M. Yao,

cora.yao(@gmail.com, (301) 346-7570.

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.

The Book Club will have meetings during coffee, both services. Items for discussion are: “On
Tyranny,” by Timothy Snyder, available in local bookstores for $12; and “40 Ways to Fight
Fascists,” by Spencer Sunshine, available as free download online and as an audio book.

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give candles or Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, or
to celebrate a special occasion, please call the church office (607-273-6532).

8


http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
mailto:office@stjohnsithaca.org
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:cora.yao@gmail.com

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
February 23, 2025 Year C
Hymns

Praise to the Lord (Lobe den Herren)
Hymnal #390

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King
of creation;

O my soul, praise Him, for he is thy health
and salvation:

Join the great throng,

Psaltery, organ, and song,

Sounding in glad adoration.

2 Praise to the Lord; over all things he
gloriously reigneth:

Borne as on eagle-wings, safely his saints he
sustaineth.

Hast thou not seen

How all thou needest hath been

Granted in what he ordaineth?

3 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy
way and defend thee;

Surely his goodness and mercy shall ever
attend thee;

Ponder anew

What the Almighty can do,

Who with his love doth befriend thee.

4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me
adore him!

All that hath life and breath come now with
praises before him!

Let the "Amen"

sound from his people again;

gladly forever adore him.

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love
(Chereponi)
Hymnal #602

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, show us how
to serve the neighbors we have from you.

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
Master who acts as a slave to them.

2. Neighbors are rich and poor,
neighbors are black and white,
neighbors are near and far away.

3. These are the ones we should serve,
these are the ones we should love,
all these are neighbors to us and you.

4. Loving puts us on our knees,
serving as though we are slaves,
this is the way we should live with you.

5. Kneel at the feet of our friends,
silently washing their feet,

this is the way we should live with you.
Words: © 1969 Hope Publishing

O blest Creator, source of light (Bromley)
Hymnal #28 vv. 1, 3, 5

1 O blest Creator, source of light,

you gave the day with splendor bright,
when on the new and living earth

you brought all things to glorious birth.

3 Lest we, be set by doubt and strife,
forget your blessed gift of life,

and anguished and in mind distressed,
be crushed by guilt, by sin oppressed.

5 Defend us, Father, through the night,
and with your Son, and Spirit bright
the Trinity whom we adore

be with us now and evermore.

Words: © 1982, Anne LeCroy



Love divine, all loves excelling (Hyfrydol)
Hymnal #657

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,

enter every trembling heart.

2 Come, almighty to deliver,

let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be alway blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
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3 Finish then thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:

changed from glory into glory,

till in heaven we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.
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