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The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

March 2, 2025 Year C 
10:30 am 

* indicates please stand 

Prelude    Abide with me                            St. John’s Ringers Arr. Cathy Mockelbust 

*Processional Hymn    All my hope on God is founded (Michael) Hymnal #665 

*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 

*Collect For Purity 

*Gloria     Hymnal #S-278 

Collect of the Day 

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy 
mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be 
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

First Lesson  Exodus 34:29–35 

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets 
of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had 
been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was 
shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the 
leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the 
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him 
on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but 
whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he 
came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the 
Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would 
put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 99                              Sung by the choir        Dominus regnavit 

1 The Lord is King; 
let the people tremble; * 
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 
let the earth shake. 

2 The Lord is great in Zion; * 
he is high above all peoples. 

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great 
and awesome; * 
he is the Holy One. 

4 “O mighty King, lover of justice, 
you have established equity; * 
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you have executed justice and 
righteousness in Jacob.” 

5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God 
and fall down before his footstool; * 
he is the Holy One. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
and Samuel among those who call upon 
his Name, * 
they called upon the Lord, and he 
answered them. 

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of  
cloud; * 
they kept his testimonies and the decree 
that he gave them. 

8 O Lord our God, you answered them 
indeed; * 
you were a God who forgave them, 
yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God 
and worship him upon his holy hill; * 
for the Lord our God is the Holy One. 

The Epistle  2 Corinthians 3:12–4:2 

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil over 
his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. 
But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old 
covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day 
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is 
removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And 
all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from 
the Lord, the Spirit. 

Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 
We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify 
God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of 
everyone in the sight of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual   Christ upon the mountain peak (Mowsley) Hymnal #129 vv. 1–2 

*The Gospel Reading  Luke 9:28–36, 37–43a 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while 
he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 
Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were 
speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his 
companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory 
and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, 
it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah”—not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed 
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that 
said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found 
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. 



 

 

3 

On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. Just 
then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. 
Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the 
mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they 
could not.” Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be 
with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” While he was coming, the demon dashed him 
to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him 
back to his father. And all were astounded at the greatness of God. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

*Sequence   Christ upon the mountain peak (Mowsley) Hymnal #129 vv. 3–4 

The Sermon The Rev. Richard Schaal 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the 
        Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People 

Christ appeared to the apostles in the brilliance of heavenly light. Let us pray that his glory may 
illumine our hearts, as we offer our prayers, responding, “Hear us, God of glory.”  

+ That we may be receptive to the power of the Divine Word to transform our lives, reorder our 
thoughts, give us truer vision, and deepen our desire for God’s truth; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  



 

 4 

+ That we may find in law and prophecy the inheritance of our ancestors, and the freedom to 
move from the mountaintops of our experience into the marketplace of daily life; for this we 
pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ That as our faith increases, our thoughts and actions may reflect interior transfiguration, and 
our charity be extended to the poor, the hungry, the outcast, and all for whom our Lord Christ 
came to give his life; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ That God’s loving embrace may uphold and sustain those we hold in our thoughts, especially 
all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ In thanksgiving for our common journey in the faith, that we who have received the Word 
made flesh may embark on the holy road of Lent, and rejoice together in the Paschal mystery to 
come; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ In thanksgiving for the Body of Christ, and the Cup of Salvation; may it be for us a foretaste 
of Christ’s heavenly banquet which the faithful departed now enjoy; for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

+ That Sean, our Presiding Bishop, DeDe, Bishop of this diocese, and all who exercise episcopal 
oversight may live into their office as chief pastors, teachers, and celebrants of the sacraments; 
for this we pray.  
Hear us, God of glory.  

May the light of Christ be revealed through us, as we continue our prayers, either silently or aloud.  

Let us never be afraid to defend the weak, out of fear for the power of the strong. Let us never 
be afraid to care for the poor, out of fear for the anger of the rich. Let us never be afraid to stand 
with the oppressed, out of fear for the might of the oppressor. Let us never be afraid to speak 
the  truth, out of fear of the lies of the powerful. Holy God, grant us wisdom and courage in this 
hour, that in following you we may never be afraid to do what is right, that in your perfected 
Love, we may cast out fear. Amen.  —Bishop Deon K. Johnson 

For the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 

Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 

Cathey 
Joan 
Jane 

Jack 
Julianne 
Ted 

Lorraine 
Edith 
Terry 

Olivia 
Jim 
Bev 

Sue 

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Sue Dale-Hall, Dani Wassink, Brian Richardson, Mary Yaple 

Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
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in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   Ubi Caritas Maurice Duruflé (1902–86) 

Where charity and love are, God is there. Christ’s love has gathered us into one. 
Let us rejoice and be pleased in him. Let us fear, and let us love the living God. 

And may we love each other with a sincere heart. Amen. 

*Presentation Hymn   O wondrous type! O vision fair (Wareham) Hymnal #137 vv. 1, 5 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-125 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all. 



 

 6 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem  Michael McCarthy (b. 1955) 

 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Music   When morning gilds the skies (Laudes Domini) Hymnal #427 
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Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

*Recessional   Ye watchers and ye holy ones (Lasst uns erfreum) Hymnal #618 

Dismissal 

Postlude   Precious Lord                            St. John’s Choir Arr. Jack Schaefer 

Liturgical Ministers: Lillian Baptist, Michael Roman, Pamela Talbott 

This morning we welcome The Rev. Richard Schaal as our celebrant and guest preacher. 

Candles in memory of Edith N. Arlin and Irene Noss by Mary Arlin 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223  
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org 
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
            Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 

Rector 
Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Timothy E. Smith, Director of Music/Organist 

If you need pastoral assistance, please call or text the Senior Warden at 607-339-8462.  

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is available on the table in the rear of 
the church. 

Breakfast Foods Needed for Code Blue Shelter  DSS Shelter for the Homeless in Cold 
Weather (32˚ or lower), located at 300 N. Tioga St. (formerly Key Bank on Buffalo and Tioga 
Streets), needs breakfast foods that don’t require cooking, such as: oatmeal, cereal, breakfast bars, 
juice boxes, milk; snack foods welcomed as well. Food can be dropped by after 3 pm on weekdays 
M–F and any time during the day on weekends Sat./Sun. For more information please contact 
Cora M. Yao, cora.yao@gmail.com, (301) 346-7570. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  

The Book Club will have meetings during coffee, both services. Items for discussion are: “On 
Tyranny,” by Timothy Snyder, available in local bookstores for $12; and “40 Ways to Fight 
Fascists,”  by Spencer Sunshine, available as free download online and as an audio book. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give candles or Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, 
or to celebrate a special occasion, please call the church office (607-273-6532).  

  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
mailto:office@stjohnsithaca.org
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:cora.yao@gmail.com
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The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
March 2, 2025 Year C 

Hymns 

All my hope on God is founded (Michael) 
Hymnal #665 

1 All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew, 
me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 

2 Mortal pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray our trust; 
though with care and toil we build them, 
tower and temple fall to dust. 
But God's power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 

3 God's great goodness e'er endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendor, light, and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of nought. 
Evermore from his store 
newborn worlds rise and adore. 

4 Daily doth the almighty Giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth, 
pleasure leads us where we go. 
Love doth stand at his hand; 
joy doth wait on his command. 

5 Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ, his Son. 
Christ doth call one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 

 

 

Christ upon the mountain peak 
(Mowsley) 
Hymnal #129 

1 Christ upon the mountain peak 
stands alone in glory blazing. 
Let us, if we dare to speak, 
with the saints and angels praise him. 
Alleluiah! 

2 Trembling at his feet we saw 
Moses and Elijah speaking.  
All the prophets and the Law  
shout through them their joyful greeting. 
Alleluiah! 

3 Swift the cloud of glory came, 
God proclaiming in its thunder  
Jesus as his Son by Name! 
Nations, cry aloud in wonder! 
Alleluiah! 

4 This is God’s beloved Son!  
Law and prophets fade before him;  
first and last and only One. 
Let creation now adore him! 
Alleluiah! 

O wondrous type! O vision fair 
(Wareham) 
Hymnal #137 vv. 1, 5 

1. O wondrous type! O vision fair  
of glory that the Church may share,  
which Christ upon the mountain shows,  
where brighter than the sun he glows!  

5. O Father, with the eternal Son, 
and Holy Spirit, ever One, 
vouchsafe to bring us by thy grace 
to see thy glory face to face. 
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Ye watchers and ye holy ones  
(Lasst uns erfreum) 
Hymnal #618 

1 Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 
bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 
raise the glad strain, 
Alleluia! 
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, powers, 
virtues, archangels, angels' choirs, 

Refrain: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! alleluia!  

2 O higher than the cherubim, 
more glorious than the seraphim, 
lead their praises, 
Alleluia! 
Thou bearer of the eternal Word, 
most gracious, magnify the Lord, [Refrain] 

3 Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 
ye patriarchs and prophets blest, 
Alleluia, 
alleluia! 
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, 
all saints triumphant raise the song, [Refrain] 

4 O friends, in gladness let us sing, 
supernal anthems echoing, 
Alleluia, 
alleluia! 
To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, Three in One, [Refrain] 
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