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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

Trans Day of  Visibility, March 30, 2025 Year C 
10:30 am 

* Indicates please stand 

Prelude    The Angel’s Song, Op. 105, No. 1 Charles Villiers Stanford (1852–1924) 

*Processional Hymn    We sing the praise of him who died (Breslau) Hymnal #471 

*Opening Acclamation  BCP 355 

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins, 
His mercy endures forever. 

*Collect For Purity   

*Kyrie Hymnal #S-96 

The Collect of the Day  

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which 
gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson  Joshua 5:9–12 

The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place 
is called Gilgal to this day. 

While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day 
of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the 
produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the 
produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan 
that year. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 32   (To be sung by the choir and congregation)                                  Beati 
quorum 

 
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are 

forgiven, * 
and whose sin is put away! 

2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no 
guilt, * 
and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered 
away, * 
because of my groaning all day long. 

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and 
night; * 
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my moisture was dried up as in the heat of 
summer. 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, * 
and did not conceal my guilt. 

6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to 
the Lord.” * 
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 

7 Therefore all the faithful will make their 
prayers to you in time of trouble; * 
when the great waters overflow, they shall 
not reach them. 

8 You are my hiding-place; 
you preserve me from trouble; * 
you surround me with shouts of 
deliverance. 

9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
that you should go; * 
I will guide you with my eye. 

10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no 
understanding; * 
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, 
or else they will not stay near you." 

11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; * 
but mercy embraces those who trust in 
the Lord. 

12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in 
the Lord; * 
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

The Epistle  2 Corinthians 5:16–21 

From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from 
a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting 
the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be 
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual   In the cross of Christ I glory (Rathbun) Hymnal #441 vv. 1–2 

*The Gospel Reading  Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes 
were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

So Jesus told them this parable: 

“There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share 
of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. A few days later the 
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property 
in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, 
and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, 
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the 
pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of 
my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up 
and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’” So he set off and went 
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to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran 
and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, 
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and 
dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became 
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his 
father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 
your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 
friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you 
killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come 
to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

*Sequence   In the cross of Christ I glory (Rathbun) Hymnal #441 vv. 3–4 

The Sermon The Rev. Kit Tobin 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the 
        Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People 

O God, you are our God, eagerly we seek you, as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 
Guide us with your mighty hand and outstretched arm. 
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Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Guide us in wisdom, Guide us in truth, Guide us in love. 

We pray for your church throughout the world, for the Anglican Communion, for all denominations 
and faiths, for the continuing recovery of Francis, Bishop of Rome, for DeDe our Bishop, and Sean 
our Presiding Bishop.  With Christ as the rock beneath our feet and citizenship assured in heaven, help 
us who bear your name to live with integrity, bringing forth fruit to nourish this hungry world. 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Guide us in wisdom, Guide us in truth, Guide us in love. 

We pray for this nation and for all the nations of your world; wherever we are living in righteousness, 
strengthen us; wherever we have lost our way, guide us and make us repentant that we may find the 
way we should go. 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Guide us in wisdom, Guide us in truth, Guide us in love. 

We pray for your world that is fractured by greed and fear, by privilege and discrimination; through 
your Christ make us one with yourself, not counting our trespasses, but grafting us to your gospel of 
reconciliation, that we, your image bearers, might be transformed into the righteousness of God. 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Guide us in wisdom, Guide us in truth, Guide us in love. 

We pray for Ithaca, Tompkins County, and all who have made this their home; create in us a spirit of 
true community where we, like you, would seek one another’s safety and nurture, as a hen who gathers 
her brood under the shadow of her wing.  

Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Guide us in wisdom, Guide us in truth, Guide us in love. 

On this Trans Day of Visibility we celebrate the presence of trans, nonbinary, and two-spirit people in 
our midst and throughout the world. We give thanks for how their lives bear witness to the infinite 
beauty and diversity of humankind, and pray for their flourishing as beloved children of God. 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Guide us in wisdom, Guide us in truth, Guide us in love. 

We pray for our family, friends and neighbors who are laboring beneath burdens too heavy to bear: 
for refugees and or addictions; merciful God, join our eyes, our hearts and our hands to yours, that 
together we may immigrants, for those without homes or adequate employment, for respectable 
households concealing domestic violence provide them a way out and give them strength to endure. 

We pray for those who have died; may everything that has passed away be gathered into Christ’s new 
creation, that all may see your goodness in the land of the living. 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Guide us in wisdom, Guide us in truth, Guide us in love. 

For the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 

Cece 
Linda 
Cathey 
Joan 

Jane 
Jack 
Julianne 
Ted 

Lorraine 
Edith 
Terry 
Olivia 

Jim 
Beverly 
Sue 
Kim 

Ivy 
Isa  
Nick 
Mark 

Kathryn 
Brian & 
friends 
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For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Heather Dietz, Ryan Welsh, Lexie Hain, Matthew Henry, Robin Steuteville,  

Gwen Freeman, Beverly Way 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Guide us in wisdom, Guide us in truth, Guide us in love. 

Celebrant: Gracious God, our refuge and stronghold, the God in whom we put our trust; guide your 
people through our Lenten wilderness, have mercy on us and answer us as we call, through Christ, the 
Lord of all, who is generous to everyone who calls upon him. Amen. 

Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
God of all mercy,  
we confess that we have sinned against you,  
opposing your will in our lives.  
We have denied your goodness in each other,  
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
the evil we have done,  
and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore,  
and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   O Savior of the World John Goss (1800–80) 

*Presentation Hymn   O worship the King (Hanover) Hymnal #388 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-129 
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Stand or kneel as able 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into 
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker 
of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem  Hymnal #S–161 

The Communion of the People 
All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 

Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  
 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Music   Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness (Schmücke dich) Hymnal #339 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
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Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Prayer Over the People 

Bow down before the Lord. Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and 
grant that those whom you have nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy 
of repentance; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Recessional   How firm a foundation (Foundation) Hymnal #636 

Dismissal 

Postlude   Partita on Foundation Mark A. Radice (b. 1951) 

Liturgical Ministers: Lisa Tatusko, Jerome Fung, Beverly Way 

Virtual Vergers: John Jackson, Sara VanLooy 

This morning we welcome The Rev. Kit Tobin as our celebrant and guest preacher. 

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Mark A. Radice 

The Eucharistic and Ambry candles are given to the Glory of God in memory of Edith N. Arlin  
and Irene Noss by Mary Arlin 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 

place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE AVAILABLE 
IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 
(607)-273-6532 

www.stjohnsithaca.org    Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 

            Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 10–3 

Rector 
Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist 

If you need pastoral assistance, please call or text the Senior Warden at 607-339-8462.  

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is available in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  

Sunday Book Club continues to meet during both coffee hours. Our books are “On Tyranny,” by 
Timothy Snyder, available in local bookstores for $12; and “40 Ways to Fight Fascists,” by Spencer 
Sunshine, available as free pdf download online if you google “Spencer Sunshine” +40 ways+ pdf.  

Upcoming Holy Week Schedule: 

Palm Sunday  Sunday, April 13; 8:00 and 10:30 am 

Tenebrae  Wednesday, April 16; 7:30 pm 

Maundy Thursday  Thursday, April 17; 7:00 pm 

Good Friday  Friday, April 18; 12:15 pm 

Good Friday and Stations of the Cross  Friday, April 18; 7:00 pm 

Easter Vigil  Saturday, April 19; 8:00 pm St. Luke Lutheran Church and Lutheran Campus Ministry, 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, and the Episcopal Church at Cornell; will be held at Anabel Taylor Hall, 

548 College Ave, Ithaca, NY 14850. 

Easter Sunday  April 20; 8:00 and 10:30 am 

  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
mailto:office@stjohnsithaca.org
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 30, 2025 Year C 

Hymns 

We sing the praise of him who died (Breslau) 
Hymnal #471 

1. We sing the praise of him who died, 
of him who died upon the cross; 
the sinner's hope let sin deride; 
for this we count the world but loss. 

2. Inscribed upon the cross we see 
in shining letters, God is love: 
he bears our sins upon the tree: 
he brings us mercy from above. 

3. The cross: it takes our guilt away, 
and holds the fainting spirit up; 
it cheers with hope the gloomy day, 
and sweetens every bitter cup. 

4. It makes the coward spirit brave, 
and nerves the feeble arm for fight; 
it takes its terror from the grave, 
and gilds the bed of death with light. 

5. The balm of life, the cure of woe, 
the measure and the pledge of love, 
the sinner's refuge here below, 
the angel's theme in heaven above. 

In the cross of Christ I glory (Rathbun) 
Hymnal #441 

1. In the cross of Christ I glory, 
towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story 
gathers round its head sublime. 

2. When the woes of life o’ertake me, 
hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
never shall the cross forsake me: 
lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

3. When the sun of bliss is beaming 
light and love upon my way, 
from the cross the radiance streaming 
adds new luster to the day. 

4. Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
by the cross are sanctified; 
peace is there that knows no measure, 
joys that through all time abide. 

O worship the King (Hanover) 
Hymnal #388 

1. O worship the King, all glorious above! 
O gratefully sing his power and his love! 
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 

2. O tell of his might! O sing of his grace! 
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds 
form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 

3. The earth, with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, thy power hath founded of old, 
hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

4. Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air; it shines in the light; 
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

5. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 
thy mercies how tender! how firm to the end! 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

How firm a foundation (Foundation) 
Hymnal #636 

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 
What more can he say than to you he hath said, 
to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

2. "Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed! 
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to 
stand, upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
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3. "When through the deep waters I call thee to 
go, the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

4. "When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

5. "The soul that to Jesus hath fled for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 
that soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake, 

I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake." 
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