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Tenebrae 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

April 16, 2025 Year C 
7:30 p.m. 

The name Tenebrae (the Latin word for “darkness” or “shadow”) has for centuries been applied to the ancient monastic 
night and early morning services (Matins and Lauds) of the last three days of Holy Week, which in medieval times came 
to be celebrated on the preceding evenings.  Apart from the chant of the Lamentations (in which each verse is introduced 
by a letter of the Hebrew alphabet), the most conspicuous feature of the service is the gradual extinguishing of candles and 
other lights in the church until only a single candle, considered a symbol of our Lord, remains.  Towards the end of the 
service this candle is hidden, typifying the apparent victory of the forces of evil.  At the very end, a loud noise is made, 
symbolizing the earthquake at the time of the resurrection (Matthew 28:2), the hidden candle is restored to its place, and 
by its light all depart in silence. 
Please stand 
Silent Processional 

Officiant:  As we prepare to recall the last days of our Lord’s life on earth, let us remember before 
God this night this world for which our Lord Jesus Christ suffered and died.  Let us call to mind all 
those who suffer, all those who are oppressed and all those who are forgotten, and most of all, let us 
remember what God calls us to do, as people of faith. 

Please be seated 

Lamentations 1:12; 2:11–15  
Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, which 
was brought upon me, which the Lord inflicted on the day of his fierce anger. My eyes are spent with 
weeping; my stomach churns; my bile is poured out on the ground because of the destruction of my 
people, because infants and babes faint in the streets of the city. They cry to their mothers, “Where is 
bread and wine?” as they faint like the wounded in the streets of the city, as their life is poured out on 
their mothers’ bosom. What can I say for you, to what compare you, 
O daughter Jerusalem? To what can I liken you, that I may comfort you, O virgin daughter Zion? For 
vast as the sea is your ruin; who can heal you? Your prophets have seen for you false and deceptive 
visions; they have not exposed your iniquity  to restore your fortunes, but have seen oracles for you 
that are false and misleading. All who pass along the way clap their hands at you; they hiss and wag 
their heads at daughter Jerusalem; “Is this the city that was called the perfection of beauty, the joy of 
all the earth?” 

Officiant: Let us pray, 
Oh God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace.  Let the design of your great 
love shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows, that we may be strengthened to follow where you 
would have us go, so that may we have peace in your Church, peace among nations, peace in our 
homes, and peace in our hearts. Amen  

First candle is extinguished 

A Reading from Isaiah 65:17–25 
For I am about to create new heavens 
   and a new earth; 

the former things shall not be remembered 
   or come to mind.  
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But be glad and rejoice for ever 
   in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 
   and its people as a delight.  
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
   and delight in my people; 
   no more shall the sound of weeping be  
   heard in it, or the cry of distress.  
No more shall there be in it 
   an infant that lives but a few days, 
   or an old person who does not live out a 
lifetime; 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be 
considered a youth, 
   and one who falls short of a hundred will be 
considered accursed.  
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
   they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  
They shall not build and another inhabit; 

   they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my 
people be, 
   and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of 
their hands.  
They shall not labour in vain, 
   or bear children for calamity; 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the 
Lord— 
   and their descendants as well.  
Before they call I will answer, 
   while they are yet speaking I will hear.  
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
   the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
   but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain, 
says the Lord.  

Second Candle Extinguished 

Officiant: Let us pray: 
Gracious God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of peace, and no power 
known but the power of love; turn the hearts of the people of this land, that the false promises of idols 
may ring hollow, and we may build a safe world for all your children, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A Reading from Deuteronomy 24:14–15, 17–22  
You shall not withhold the wages of poor and needy laborers, whether Israelites or aliens who reside 
in your land in one of your towns.  You shall pay them their wages daily before sunset, because they 
are poor and their livelihood depends on them; otherwise they might cry out to the LORD against you, 
and you would incur guilt. You shall not deprive a resident alien or an orphan of justice; you shall not 
take a widow’s garment in pledge.  Remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and the Lord your God 
redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this. When you reap your harvest in your 
field, and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the 
orphan, and the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all your undertakings.  When you 
beat your olive trees, do not strip what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. When 
you gather the grapes of the vineyard, do not glean what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and 
the widow.  Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I am commanding you to 
do this. 

Third Candle is extinguished  

Officiant:  Let us pray:  
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon those who live with injustice, terror, disease and death as 
their constant companions.  Have mercy upon us, and help us to eliminate cruelty and injustice 
wherever it is found.  Strengthen those who seek equality for all.  Grant that every one of us may enjoy 
a fair portion of the abundance of this land; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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A Reading from Leviticus 19:33–37 
When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien.  The alien who resides 
with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were 
aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the Lord your God. You shall not cheat in measuring length, weight 
or quantity.  You shall have honest balances, honest weights; an honest ephah and an honest hin;  I am 
the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt.  You shall keep all my statutes and all 
my ordinances, and observe them: I am the Lord. 

Fourth candle is extinguished 

Officiant:  Let us pray:  
Loving God, in Jesus you became a stranger in your own land, and a refugee who fled your own home; 
may we always recognize your face in the foreigner and the immigrant, and may we welcome them as 
we would your Son.  Through him, who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, now and forever, 
Amen 

A Reading from Isaiah 56:1–8 
Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and my 
deliverance will be revealed. Happy is the mortal who does this, the one who holds it fast, who keeps 
the sabbath, not profaning it, and refrains from doing any evil. Do not let the foreigner joined to the 
Lord say, “The Lord will surely separate me from his people;” and do not let the eunuch say “I am just 
a dry tree.”  For thus says the Lord: to the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths, who choose the things that 
please me, and hold fast to my covenant, I will give, in my house, and within my walls, a monument 
and a name better than sons and daughters.  I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut 
off. And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the 
Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath and do not profane it, and hold fast to my 
covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their 
burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar for my house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others 
to them besides those already gathered. 

Fifth candle is extinguished 

Officiant:  Let us pray, 
Eternal God, you created us all in your image, and yet as varied as the sands on the seashore.  Teach 
us to rejoice in our diversity, to perceive it as yet another facet of your fathomless love, and so 
mightily spread abroad the power of your spirit, that all people may be gathered together as children 
of one Father, all barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear and hatreds cease, 
through your Son Jesus Christ, Amen 

Confession of the Community:  
O Lord, you open your hand, and all the earth is filled with good things, but we have cried out against 
you, saying, “What shall we eat, and what shall we drink?” 
Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us. 

O Lord, you have said, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and trust shall be your 
strength,” but we have shouted, “No! We shall speed upon horses, we will ride upon swift steeds.” 
Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us. 



 
4 

O Lord, you have said, “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream,” 
but we have said, “When will the Sabbath be over that we may buy the poor for silver and the needy 
for a pair of sandals?” 
Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us. 

O Lord, we have come before you with thousands of rams and ten thousand rivers of oil, and we have 
caused you to cry out, “Oh my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer 
me!”  
Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us. 

Sixth Candle is Extinguished 

Psalm 51 (read in unison) 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 

loving-kindness; * 
in your great compassion blot out my 
offenses. 

2 Wash me through and through from my 
wickedness * 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, * 
and my sin is ever before me 

4 Against you only have I sinned * 
and done what is evil in your sight. 

5 And so you are justified when you speak * 
and upright in your judgment. 

6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 
a sinner from my mother's womb. 

7 For behold, you look for truth deep within 
me, * 
and will make me understand wisdom 
secretly. 

8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 
that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

10 Hide your face from my sins * 
and blot out all my iniquities. 

11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

12 Cast me not away from your presence * 
and take not your holy Spirit from me. 

13 Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

14 I shall teach your ways to the wicked, * 
and sinners shall return to you. 

15 Deliver me from death, O God, * 
and my tongue shall sing of your 
righteousness, 
O God of my salvation. 

16 Open my lips, O Lord, * 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

17 Had you desired it, I would have offered 
sacrifice, * 
but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 

18 The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; * 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will not despise. 

19 Be favorable and gracious to Zion, * 
and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 

20 Then you will be pleased with the appointed 
sacrifices, 
with burnt-offerings and oblations; * 
then shall they offer young bullocks upon 
your altar. 

An acolyte processes the last lit candle, symbolizing Christ, out of the sanctuary. 
Officiant: Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the 
cross. 
STREPITUS  A loud sustained noise is made, symbolizing the earthquake at the time of the resurrection. 
Silent meditation  An acolyte returns with the last lighted candle and places it on the altar. 
All depart in silence. 


