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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

May 18, 2025 Year C 
10:30 AM 

* Indicates please stand 

Prelude   Prélude from Prélude, Fugue, et Variation, Op. 18  César Franck (1822–90) 

*Processional Hymn  O praise ye the Lord! (Laudate Dominum)  Hymnal #432 

*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 

*Collect For Purity 

*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 

The Collect of the Day  

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your 
Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his 
steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson  Acts 11:1–18 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 
accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter 
began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being 
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get 
up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has 
ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has 
made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was pulled 
up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the 
house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction 
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s 
house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa 
and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had 
upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the 
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
hinder God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then 
God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 148  (To be sung by the choir and congregation)  Laudate Dominum 

 
 

 

1. Hallelujah!  

 Praise the | Lord • from the | heavens; * 
 praise | him | in the heights. 

2. Praise him, | all you | angels of his; * 
 praise | him, | all his | host. 

3. Praise him, | son and | moon; * 
 praise him, | all you | shining | stars. 

4. Praise him, | heaven • of | heavens, * 

 and you | waters • a- | bove the | heavens. 

5. Let them praise the | Name of • the |  
Lord; * 

 for he com- | manded, • and | they were • 
cre- | ated. 

6. He made them stand fast for- | ever • and | 
ever; * 

 he gave them a law which | shall not | pass 
a- | way. 

7. Praise the | Lord • from the | earth, * 

 you | sea-monsters • and | all | deeps; 

 

8. Fire and hail, | snow and | fog, * 

 tempestuous | wind, | doing • his | will; 

9. Mountains and | all | hills, * 
 fruit | trees and | all | cedars; 

10. Wild beasts and | all | cattle, * 
 creeping | things and | wingèd | birds; 

11. Kings of the earth and | all | peoples, * 
 princes and all | rulers | of the | world; 

12. Young | men and | maidens, * 
 --- | old and | young to- | gether. 

13. Let them praise the | Name of • the | 
Lord, * 

 for his Name only is exalted, 
 his splendor is | over | earth and | 

heaven. 

14. He has raised up strength for his people 
 and praise for all his | loyal | servants, * 
 the children of Israel, a people who are | 

near him. | 
 Halle- | lujah! 

The Epistle  Revelation 21:1–6 

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as 
their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for 
the first things have passed away.” 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 
gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*Gradual  Where charity and love prevail (Cheshire) Hymnal #581 vv. 1–3 

*The Gospel  John 13:31–35 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

At the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

* Sequence  Where charity and love prevail (Cheshire) Hymnal #581 vv. 4–6 

The Sermon The Rev. Kit Tobin 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the 
        Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*The Prayers of the People 

Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, be with us on our journey to the Father’s love as we 
offer our prayers, responding, “Hear us, O risen Lord.” 

+ For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, DeDe, our Bishop, Father Jeff, coming to be our Rector, 
and for all clergy.  
Hear us, O risen Lord. 

+ For all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the  world that there may be justice 
and peace on earth. 
Hear us, O risen Lord. 

+ For a greater understanding among people of all cultures and faiths, that by learning to see 
Christ in the one we distrusted, we may let go of violence and anger that create barriers 
between our love for each other; let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, O risen Lord. 

+ For the Anglican Communion throughout the world, especially remembering the newly 
baptized and confirmed with whom we share the grace of salvation and the promises of new 
life; let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, O risen Lord. 

+ For release from our fear of renewal, trusting that the Church, the whole people of God, 
shakes the dust off its feet when we are called to move forward; let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, O risen Lord. 

+ For students preparing for summer vacation, graduation, examinations, and employment, 
that they may be faithful in the midst of anxiety, and hopeful as they embark on an unknown 
future; let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, O risen Lord. 

+ For those who have died, who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb, and whose tears 
have been wiped away; let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, O risen Lord. 

We set our hearts on the holy path of God’s promises as we continue our prayers, either 
silently or aloud. 

For the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 

Cathey 
Joan 
Jack 
Julianne 
Ted 
Lorraine 

Edith 
Terry 
Olivia 
Jim 
Beverly 
Sue 

Kim 
Ivy 
Isa 
Nick 
Mark 
Kathryn 

Cora 
Sharon 
Dani 
Nate  
Torin 
Emily 

Sara 
Suzy 
Barbara 
Bev 
Gabe 
Bettie Lee 

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Ayani Bunch 
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Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   A New Commandment  Thomas Tallis (1505–85) 

*Presentation Hymn   O holy city, seen of John (Morning Song) Hymnal #583 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Stand or kneel as able 
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Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-164 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn   I come with joy to meet my Lord (Land of Rest) Hymnal #304 
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Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Easter Season Blessing 

May the God of Peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of his sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every 
good work to do His will, working in us that which is well pleasing in His sight; and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among us and remain with us 
always. Amen. 

*Recessional  God is love, let heaven adore him; (Abbot’s Leigh) Hymnal #379 

Dismissal 

Postlude   Andante Largo from Voluntary, Op. 6. No. 5 John Stanley (1712–86) 

Liturgical Ministers:  Lillian Wright, Sara VanLooy, Gwen Freeman 

Virtual Vergers:  Sara VanLooy, John Jackson 

This morning we welcome The Rev. Kit Tobin as our celebrant and guest preacher. 

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Jerome Fung 

The Eucharistic and Ambry candles this month are given to the Glory of God in memory  
of Robert H. Tissot by Jane K. Tissot 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 

(607)-273-6532 
www.stjohnsithaca.org 

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

Rector 
Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist 

If you need pastoral assistance, please call or text the Senior Warden at 607-339-8462.  

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  

One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are 
many things coming in the next few months and we could use support, either with items of 
food, financial, or physical. May 25th is Rev. Kit’s Thank You Breakfast, June 1st is a 
Welcome Breakfast for Father Jeffrey, and June 8th is Pentecost. All of these need people to 
help us. If you are interested or have any questions please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please 
call the church office (607-273-6532).  
  

https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 18, 2025 Year C 

Hymns 

O praise ye the Lord! (Bb)  
(Laudate Dominum)  
Hymnal #432 

1 O praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the 
height; 
rejoice in his word, ye angels of light; 
ye heavens, adore him by whom ye were 
made, 
and worship before him, in brightness 
arrayed. 

2 O praise ye the Lord! Praise him upon 
earth, 
in tuneful accord, all ye of new birth; 
praise him who hath brought you his grace 
from above, 
praise him who hath taught you to sing of 
his love. 

3 O praise ye the Lord! All things that give 
sound; 
each jubilant chord reecho around; 
loud organs, his glory forth tell in deep 
tone, 
and sweet harp, the story of what he hath 
done. 

4 O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and 
song 
to him be outpoured all ages along! 
For love in creation, for heaven restored, 
for grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord! 

Where charity and love prevail  
(Cheshire) 
Hymnal #581 

1. Where charity and love prevail, 
there God is ever found; 
brought here together by Christ’s love, 
by love are we thus bound. 

2. With grateful joy and holy fear 
his charity we learn; 
let us with heart and mind and strength 
now love him in return. 

3. Forgive we now each other’s faults 
as we our faults confess; 
and let us love each other well 
in Christian holiness. 

4. Let strife among us be unknown, 
let all contention cease; 
be his the glory that we seek, 
be ours his holy peace. 

5. Let us recall that in our midst 
dwells God’s begotten Son; 
as members of his body joined, 
we are in him made one. 

6. Love can exclude no race or creed 
if honored be God’s Name; 
our common life embraces all  
whose Father is the same 

Words: Copyright © 1961-62 World Library Publications. 
All Rights Reserved. 

O holy city, seen of John  
(Morning Song) 
Hymnal #583 

1 O holy city, seen of John, 
where Christ, the Lamb, doth reign, 
within whose foursquare walls shall come 
no night, nor need, nor pain, 
and where the tears are wiped from eyes  
that shall not weep again! 

2 O shame to us who rest content  
while lust and greed for gain  
in street and shop and tenement  
wring gold from human pain, 
and bitter lips in blind despair  
cry, "Christ hath died in vain!" 

3 Give us, O God, the strength to build 
the city that hath stood 
too long a dream, whose laws are love, 
whose crown is servanthood, 
and where the sun that shineth is 
God's grace for human good. 
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4 Already in the mind of God 
that city riseth fair: 
lo, how its splendor challenges 
the souls that greatly dare—  
yea, bids us seize the whole of life 
and build its glory there. 

Words: From Hymns of the Christian Life Copyright  
© 1910 Harper and Row Publishers, Inc. 

God is love, let heaven adore him  
(Abbot’s Leigh) 
Hymnal #379 

1 God is love: let heav'n adore Him; 
God is love: let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before Him, 
and exalt Him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth's foundation, 
He who spread the heav'ns above, 
He who breathes through all creation: 
He is love, eternal love. 

2 God is love; and He enfoldeth 
all the world in one embrace; 
with unfailing grasp He holdeth, 
ev'ry child of ev'ry race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
under sorrow's iron rod, 
then they find that selfsame aching 
deep within the heart of God. 

3 God is love, and though with blindness 
sin afflicts the human soul, 
God's eternal loving-kindness 
guides and heals and makes us whole. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
o'er us final triumph gain; 
God is love, so love forever 
o'er the universe must reign. 

Words: Copyright held by A. R. Mowbray & Co. Ltd.,  
All Rights Reserved 
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