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The Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 8 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
June 29, 2025 Year C 

10:00 a.m. 
*Indicates please stand 

Prelude   Awakening to Laudes Domini  Mark A. Radice (b. 1951) 

*Processional Hymn  When morning gilds the skies (Laudes Domini)  Hymnal #427 

*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 

*Collect For Purity 

*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 

The Collect of the Day  

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of 
spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The First Lesson  2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14 

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were 
on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as 
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So 
they went down to Bethel. 

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty 
men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they 
both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the 
water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on 
dry ground. 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He 
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 
Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” 
But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on the 
bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, 
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saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” When he had struck the water, the water was 
parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 77:1–2, 11–20            (To be sung by the choir and congregation)  Voce mea ad Dominum 

 
1 I will cry aloud to God; * 

I will cry aloud, and he will hear me. 

2 In the day of my trouble I sought the  
Lord; * 
my hands were stretched out by night 
and did not tire; 
I refused to be comforted. 

11 I will remember the works of the Lord, * 
and call to mind your wonders of old 
time. 

12 I will meditate on all your acts * 
and ponder your mighty deeds. 

13 Your way, O God, is holy; * 
who is so great a god as our God? 

14 You are the God who works wonders * 
and have declared your power among 
the peoples. 

15 By your strength you have redeemed your 
people, * 
the children of Jacob and Joseph. 

16 The waters saw you, O God; 
the waters saw you and trembled; * 
the very depths were shaken. 

17 The clouds poured out water; 
the skies thundered; * 
your arrows flashed to and fro; 

18 The sound of your thunder was in the 
whirlwind; 
your lightnings lit up the world; * 
the earth trembled and shook. 

19 Your way was in the sea, 
and your paths in the great waters, * 
yet your footsteps were not seen. 

20 You led your people like a flock * 
by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

 

The Epistle Reading Galatians 5:1, 13–25 

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke 
of slavery. 

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole 
law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” If, 
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one 
another. 

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires 
is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are 
opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But if you are led by the 
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Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 
impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 
factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned 
you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual  God himself is with us (Tysk) Hymnal #475 vv. 1–2 

*The Gospel Reading Luke 9:51–62 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he 
sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make 
ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When 
his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them?" But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went 
on to another village. 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let 
me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as 
for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let 
me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

* Sequence  God himself is with us (Tysk) Hymnal #475 vv. 3–4 

The Sermon The Rev. Jeffrey Evans 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the  
     Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
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     Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the 
  Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the 
  living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
  have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. 
   With the Father and the Son he is 
   worshiped and glorified. 
   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and  
   apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the  
   forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People 

Through the offering of our prayers, we witness love for our neighbors, and concern for one 
another. Our response to each petition is, “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

+ For the ability to discern that which harms the soul from that which enlightens the spirit, 
so that we may choose spiritual goods over material wealth, and the way of Jesus over earthly 
pleasures; let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ For the passion to follow Christ with our whole heart and soul and mind, accepting his 
invitation to share in his ministry and to be spent in the service of his word; let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ In thanksgiving for those who give their lives in the service of others: peacemakers 
throughout the world, volunteers in soup kitchens and shelters, vestry members, Peace Corps 
workers, and all who serve through non-profit organizations; let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ For the Church, that she may be known and respected for her work with poor and rich, 
young and old, weak and strong, and all who seek her sustenance; let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ That we may stand firm in our faith, rooted in Christ’s death and resurrection, bearing 
witness to his incarnate life, and proclaiming the promises of God’s reign; let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ For those who have died in the service of their country, that they and all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, may rest in peace; let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, let us add to these prayers, either silently 
or aloud. 
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For the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 
Cathey 

Joan 
Jack 
Julianne 
Ted 
Lorraine 
Edith 
Terry 

Olivia 
Jim 
Beverly 
Sue 
Kim 
Ivy 
Isa 

Nick 
Kathryn 
Cora 
Shannon 
Dani 
Nate 
Torin 

Emily 
Sara 
Barbara 
Bev 
Bettie Lee 
Chris 
Lisa 

Charles 
Pat 
Elaine 
Jack 
Barb

For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Ted Clark 

Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   Litany to the Holy Spirit  Peter Hurford (1930–2019) 

In the hour of my distress/When temptations me oppress/ 
And when I my sins confess/Sweet Spirit, comfort me! 

When I lie within my bed,/Sick in heart and sick in head,/ 
And with doubts discomforted,/Sweet Spirit, comfort me! 

When the house doth sigh and weep,/And the world is drowned with sleep,/ 
Yet mine eyes the watch do keep,/Sweet Spirit, comfort me! 

*Presentation Hymn   Rise up, ye saints of God! (Festal Song) Hymnal #551 



 6 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Stand or kneel as able 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-161 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn   Amazing grace (New Britain) Hymnal #671 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

*Recessional  Christ is made the sure foundation (Westminster Abbey) Hymnal #518 

Dismissal 

Postlude   Praeludium in C J. S. Bach (1685–1750) 

Liturgical Ministers:  Lauri Keegan, Margaret Johnson, Sally Clayton 

Virtual Vergers:  Michael Roman, John Jackson 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Alice Comstock  
by Richard Comstock Jr. 

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Mark A. Radice 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223  
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 

(607)-273-6532 
www.stjohnsithaca.org 

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist 

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff  “It seems that my reputation as a coffee lover preceded my arrival at  
St. John’s. It is true that I appreciate a local café and the conversations that happen in them. 
Now that I’m beginning to feel a little more settled in Ithaca, I’d like to offer a 
standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or lunch anytime during the week 
(except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.”  Please call (607) 273-6532 or 
email  revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  

One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are 
many things coming in the next few months and we could use support, either with items of 
food, financial, or physical; we need people to help us. If you are interested or have any 
questions please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please 
call the church office (607-273-6532).  
  

https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 8 

June 29, 2025 Year C 
Hymns 

When morning gilds the skies  
(Laudes Domini)  
Hymnal #427 

1 When morning gilds the skies, 
my heart, awaking, cries, 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
When evening shadows fall, 
this rings my curfew call, 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 

2 When mirth for music longs,  
this is my song of songs: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
God's holy house of prayer 
hath none that can compare  
with: Jesus Christ be praised! 

3 No lovelier antiphon  
in all high heaven is known 
than, Jesus Christ be praised! 
There to the eternal Word  
the eternal psalm is heard: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 

4 Ye nations of mankind, 
in this your concord find: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
Let all the earth around 
ring joyous with the sound: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 

5 Sing, suns and stars of space,  
sing, ye that see his face, 
sing, Jesus Christ be praised! 
God's whole creation o'er,  
both now and evermore 
shall Jesus Christ be praised! 

God himself is with us (Tysk) 
Hymnal #475 

1 God himself is with us; let us all adore 
him, and with awe appear before him. 
God is here within us; souls in silence fear 

him, humbly, fervently draw near him. 
Now his own who have known God, in 
worship lowly, yield their spirits wholly. 

2 Gladly, Lord we offer thine to be 
forever, soul and life and each endeavor. 
Help us to surrender earth’s deceitful 
treasures, pride of life, and sinful 
pleasures; thou alone shalt be known Lord 
of all our being, life’s true way decreeing. 

3 Thou pervades all things; let thy radiant 
beauty light mine eyes to see my duty. As 
the tender flowers eagerly unfold them, to 
the sunlight calmly hold them, so let me 
quietly in thy rays imbue me; let thy light 
shine through me. 

4 Come, abide within me; let my soul, like 
Mary, be thine earthly sanctuary. Come, in 
dwelling Spirit, with transfiguring 
splendor; love and honor will I render. 
Where I go here below, let me bow before 
thee, know thee, and adore thee. 

Words: St.3 by permission of David D. Coffin 

Rise up, ye saints of God! (Festal 
Song) 
Hymnal #551 

1 Rise up, ye saints of God! 
Have done with lesser things, 
give heart and soul and mind and strength 
to serve the King of kings. 

2 Rise up, ye saints of God! 
His kingdom tarries long: 
Lord, bring the day of truth and love 
and end the night of wrong. 

3 Lift high the cross of Christ!  
Tread where his feet have trod; 
and quickened by the Spirit's power, 
rise up, ye saints of God! 
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Words: Used by permission of the Presbyterian 
Outlook, Richmond, VA 

Christ is made the sure foundation 
(Westminster Abbey) 
Hymnal #518 

1 Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious, 
binding all the Church in one; 
holy Zion's help for ever, 
and her confidence alone. 

2 All that dedicated city, 
dearly loved of God on high, 
in exultant jubilation 
pours perpetual melody; 
God the One in Three adoring 
in glad hymns eternally. 

3 To this temple, where we call thee, 
come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 
with thy wonted lovingkindness 
hear thy servants as they pray, 
and thy fullest benediction 
shed within its walls alway. 

4 Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 
what they ask of thee to gain; 
what they gain from thee, for ever 
with the blessèd to retain, 
and hereafter in thy glory 
evermore with thee to reign. 
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