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The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 17 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
August 31, 2025 Year C 

10:00 a.m. 
*Indicates please stand 

Prelude   Adagio in C for Glass Harmonica, K. 356  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–91) 

*Processional Hymn  Immortal, invisible, God only wise (St. Denio) Hymnal #423 

*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 

*Collect For Purity 

*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 

The Collect of the Day  

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the 
love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth 
in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson  Jeremiah 2:4–13 

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. Thus 
says the Lord: What wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went far from me, and went 
after worthless things, and became worthless themselves? They did not say, “Where is the Lord 
who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts 
and pits, in a land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where 
no one lives?” I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. But when 
you entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination. The priests did not 
say, “Where is the Lord?” Those who handle the law did not know me; the rulers transgressed 
against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after things that do not profit. 
Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord, and I accuse your children’s children. Cross 
to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever 
been such a thing. Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my people 
have changed their glory for something that does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, 
be shocked, be utterly desolate, says the Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they 
have forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked 
cisterns that can hold no water. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 81:1, 10–16                (To be sung by the choir and congregation)  Exultate Deo 

 
1 Sing with joy to God our strength * 

and raise a loud shout to the God of 
Jacob. 

10 I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt and said, * 
“Open your mouth wide, and I will 
fill it.” 

11 And yet my people did not hear my 
voice, * 
and Israel would not obey me. 

12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness 
of their hearts, * 
to follow their own devices. 

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! * 
that Israel would walk in my ways! 

14 I should soon subdue their enemies * 
and turn my hand against their foes. 

15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe 
before him, * 
and their punishment would last  
for ever. 

16 But Israel would I feed with the finest 
wheat * 
and satisfy him with honey from  
the rock. 

The Epistle Reading Hebrews 13:1–8, 15–16 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 
some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as 
though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 
were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 
undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of 
money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake 
you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can 
anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever. Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and 
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual  Where charity and love prevail (Cheshire) Hymnal #581 vv. 1–3 
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*The Gospel Reading Luke 14:1, 7–14 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal 
on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. “When 
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in 
case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who 
invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace 
you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher;’ then 
you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." 

He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite 
you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

* Sequence  Where charity and love prevail (Cheshire) Hymnal #581 vv. 4–5 

The Sermon The Rev. Jeffrey Evans 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the  
     Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
     Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 

        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the 
  Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the 
  living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
  have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. 
   With the Father and the Son he is 
   worshiped and glorified. 
   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and  
   apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the  
   forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*The Prayers of the People 

Giver of all good things, we offer our prayers in gratitude for your gifts as we respond, 
“Hear our prayer.” 

+ God of all goodness, help us follow where you have led the way, drinking from your living 
waters, and sharing in your sacrificial love; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ For DeDe, our Presiding Bishop, and all who serve the Church in ordained ministry, that 
they may proclaim the gospel with humility, and bear witness to earthly simplicity and 
spiritual riches; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ For the grace to unite our lives with the prisoner, the outcast, addicts and transients, 
knowing that regardless of one’s station in life, God’s love is without distinction; Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ For healing for the sick, and guidance and patience for those who care for those in 
hospitals, at home, in nursing homes, or temporary care shelters; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ In thanksgiving for the younger members of our congregation, and especially those who 
are participating in Sunday school, choir, youth group, and the worship of the Church; Lord, 
in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ In thanksgiving for those who extend the hand of hospitality, in church and home, in 
workplaces and schools; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

May Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today and forever, and who holds the souls of all the 
faithful departed in his hands, guide our hearts as we continue our prayers, either silently or 
aloud. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 
Joan 

Jack 
Julianne 
Ted 
Lorraine 
Terry 
Olivia 
Jim 

Beverly 
Sue 
Kim 
Ivy 
Isa 
Nick 
Kathryn 

Shannon 
Torin 
Emily 
Sara 
Barbara 
Bev 
Bettie Lee 

Chris 
Lisa 
Charles 
Pat 
Elaine 
Jack 
Barb 

Trace 
John 
Hattie 
Mary 

We pray for the repose of the soul, Edith Nantz (Josette Garrison’s mother). 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Paul Dietz, Taylor Saulsbury, Charlene Baker, Ruby Sanaker, Dylan McKibbin 
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Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Hymn   As those of old their first fruits brought (Forest Green) Hymnal #705 

*Presentation Hymn   From all that dwell below the skies (Old 100th) Hymnal #380 v. 3 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Stand or kneel as able 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 



 

 6 

and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-161 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn   Just as I am, without one plea LEVAS #137 
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Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

Dismissal 

Recessional  God of grace and God of glory (Cwm Rhondda) Hymnal #594 

Postlude   Andante Largo from Voluntary, Op. 6. No. 5 John Stanley (1712–86) 

Liturgical Ministers:  Lisa Tatusko, Gwen Freeman, Stephanie Nevels 

Virtual Vergers:  Beverly Way, John Jackson 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Roger Engel  
by Linda Piskorowski. 

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Jerome Fung 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223  
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532 
www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist 

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “It seems that my reputation as a coffee lover preceded my arrival at  
St. John’s. It is true that I appreciate a local café and the conversations that happen in them. 
Now that I’m beginning to feel a little more settled in Ithaca, I’d like to offer a standing 
invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or lunch anytime during the week (except 
Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please call (607) 273-6532 or email 
revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for August, September, and October is available on the table in the 
rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  

One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are 
many things coming in the next few months and we could use support, either with items of 
food, financial, or physical; we need people to help us. If you are interested or have any 
questions please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please 
call the church office (607-273-6532). 

Starting September 7th services at St. John’s Church will return to 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 14 

August 10, 2025 Year C 
Hymns 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise  
(St. Denio) 
Hymnal #423 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient 
of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we 
praise. 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in 
might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring 
above 
thy clouds, which are fountains of 
goodness and love. 

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and 
small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the 
tree, 
and wither and perish but naught changeth 
thee. 

4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of 
light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their 
sight; 
all praise we would render, O help us to 
see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 

Where charity and love prevail 
(Cheshire) 
Hymnal #581 

1 Where charity and love prevail, 
there God is ever found; 
Brought here together by Christ’s love, 
by love are we thus bound.  

With grateful joy and holy fear 
His charity we learn; 
Let us with heart and mind and strength 
now love him in return.  

Forgive we now each other’s faults 
as we our faults confess; 
And let us love each other well 
in Christian holiness.  

Let strife among us be unknown, 
let all contention cease; 
Be His the glory that we seek, 
be ours His holy peace.  

Let us recall that in our midst 
dwells God’s begotten Son; 
As members of His body joined, 
we are in Him made one.  

Love can exclude no race or creed, 
if honored be God’s name; 
Our common life embraces all 
whose Father is the same. 

Words: Copyright © 1961–62, World Library 
Publications, All Rights Reserved 

As those of old their first fruits brought 
(Forest Green) 
Hymnal #705 

1 As those of old their first-fruits brought 
of vineyard, flock, and field to God,  
the giver of all good,the source of 
bounteous yield;  
so we today our first fruits bring:  
the wealth of this good land,  
of farm and market, shop and home,  
of mind and heart and hand. 

A world in need now summons us to 
labor, love, and give, to make our life an 
offering to God, that all may live. 
The church of Christ is calling us to make 
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the dream come true: a world redeemed, 
by Christ-like love, all life in Christ made 
new. 

With gratitude and humble trust we bring 
our best to thee, to serve thy cause, and 
share thy love with all humanity. O thou, 
who gavest us thyself in Jesus Christ thy 
Son, help us to give ourselves each day 
until life's work is done. 

Words: Copyright © 1961 by The Hymn Society of 
America, All Rights Reserved 

God of grace and God of glory  
(Cwm Rhondda) 
Hymnal #594 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 
on Thy people pour Thy power; 
crown Thine ancient church's story, 
bring her bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways! 
Fears and doubts too long have bound us, 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 

3 Cure thy children’s warring madness, 
bend our pride to thy control; shame our 
wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and 
poor in soul.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal 

4 Save us from weak resignation to the 
evils we deplore; 
let the gift of thy salvation be our glory 
evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving thee whom we adore 
serving thee whom we adore 
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