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The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 14 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
August 10, 2025 Year C 

10:00 a.m. 
*Indicates please stand 

Prelude   Partita on Foundation Mark A. Radice (b. 1951) 

*Processional Hymn  How firm a foundation (Foundation) Hymnal #636 

*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 

*Collect For Purity 

*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 

The Collect of the Day  

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, 
who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson  Isaiah 1:1, 10–20 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the teaching of our God, you people 
of Gomorrah! What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough 
of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of 
lambs, or of goats. When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? 
Trample my courts no more; bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me. New 
moon and sabbath and calling of convocation—I cannot endure solemn assemblies with 
iniquity. Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a 
burden to me, I am weary of bearing them. When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my 
eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of 
blood. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my 
eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, 
plead for the widow. Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 
If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, 
you shall be devoured by the sword; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 50:1–8, 23–24            (To be sung by the choir and congregation)  Deus deorum 

 
1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; * 

he has called the earth from the rising  
of the sun to its setting. 

2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
God reveals himself in glory. 

3 Our God will come and will not keep  
silence; * 
before him there is a consuming flame, 
and round about him a raging storm. 

4 He calls the heavens and the earth from 
above * 
to witness the judgment of his people. 

5 “Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
those who have made a covenant with  
me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 

6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his 
cause; * 
for God himself is judge. 

7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 
“O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 
for I am God, your God. 

8 I do not accuse you because of your 
sacrifices; * 
your offerings are always before me. 

23 Consider this well, you who forget God, * 
lest I rend you and there be none to 
deliver you.” 

24 Whoever offers me the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving honors me; * 
but to those who keep in my way will I 
show the salvation of God. 

The Epistle Reading Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by 
the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in 
the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 
were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he 
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, 
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw 
and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for 
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been 
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But 
as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*Gradual  Come Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove (St. Agnes) Hymnal #510 vv. 1–2 

*The Gospel Reading Luke 12:32–40 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do 
not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to 
return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes 
and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell 
you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If 
he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those 
slaves. 

“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

* Sequence  Come Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove (St. Agnes) Hymnal #510 vv. 3–4 

The Sermon The Rev. Jeffrey Evans 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the  
     Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
     Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 

        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the 
  Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the 
  living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
  have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. 
   With the Father and the Son he is 
   worshiped and glorified. 
   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and  
   apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the  
   forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*The Prayers of the People 

In thanksgiving for the freedom and vigor that comes from a life lived in the incarnate Word, 
we offer our petitions, responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

+ That we may turn to God’s goodness, seeking justice, rescuing the oppressed, defending the 
orphan, pleading for the widow, and visiting the prisoner; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ That faith may abound in the Church, as we proclaim with conviction the Paschal mystery 
and the hope that breaks through every darkness; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ That we may not be possessed by our possessions, but discern what must be left behind if 
we are to follow God’s call to a new and better life; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ For joyful generosity, that we may participate in God’s gift of abundance, securing the mission 
of the Church, and bequeathing to future generations the beauty of art and music that are 
treasures of our tradition; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ In thanksgiving for those who have sold possessions, and given up their former lives to follow 
Christ in mission fields throughout the world, or among the needy in our own cities and rural 
areas; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ For those who have died, but whose actions in their earthly life prepared the way for the gifts 
we now enjoy; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear us as we continue our offering. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 
Joan 
Jack 
Julianne 

Ted 
Lorraine 
Edith 
Terry 
Olivia 
Jim 
Beverly 
Sue 
Kim 

Ivy 
Isa 
Nick 
Kathryn 
Shannon 
Torin 
Emily 
Sara 
Barbara 

Bev 
Bettie Lee 
Chris 
Lisa 
Charles 
Pat 
Elaine 
Jack 
Barb 

Trace 
John  
Howard 
Beverly 
Marge 
Hattie 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Richard Burns 
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Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   Lord, Make Us Worthy Natalie Sleeth (1930–92) 
Blessed by his coming, touched by his birth, graced by his glory, here on the earth,  

fed by his wisdom, all who believe, Lord, make us worthy such gifts to receive. 

Spared by his mercy, healed by his skill, saved by his sorrow, bound by his will,  
raised by his power, all who believe: Lord, make us worthy such gifts to receive. 

Sent by the Father, humbly he came; master and savior, him we proclaim.  
All who have found him, now as before, offer him honor and praise evermore. 

Led by his Spirit, claimed by his love, filled with his promise, word from above,  
called to his service, all who believe: Lord make us worthy, each of us worthy  

Lord, make us worthy, such blessings to receive. 

*Presentation Hymn   How wondrous and great thy works (Lyons) Hymnal #533 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Stand or kneel as able 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-161 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
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Communion Hymn   Strengthen for service, Lord (Malabar) Hymnal #312 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

*Recessional  Joyful, joyful, we adore thee (Hymn to Joy) Hymnal #376 

Dismissal 

Postlude   Komm, heiliger Geist, Herre Gott, BuxWV 199 Diedrich Buxtehude (1637–1707) 

Liturgical Ministers:  Muriel Everhart, Susan Backstrom, Sally Clayton 

Virtual Vergers:  Sara VanLooy, Michael Roman 

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Mark A. Radice 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223  
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532 
www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist 

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “It seems that my reputation as a coffee lover preceded my arrival at  
St. John’s. It is true that I appreciate a local café and the conversations that happen in them. 
Now that I’m beginning to feel a little more settled in Ithaca, I’d like to offer a standing 
invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or lunch anytime during the week (except 
Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please call (607) 273-6532 or email 
revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for Aug., Sept. and Oct. is available on the table in the rear of the 
church. 

Mass on the Grass will be held in the Small Pavilion in Stewart Park on Sunday August 
24th, 10 a.m. followed by a potluck lunch; (if able please bring a dish to share). There will be 
no 8:00 a.m. service.   

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  

One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are 
many things coming in the next few months and we could use support, either with items of 
food, financial, or physical; we need people to help us. If you are interested or have any 
questions please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please 
call the church office (607-273-6532).  
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The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 14 

August 10, 2025 Year C 
Hymns 

How firm a foundation (Foundation) 
Hymnal #636 

1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the 
Lord, 
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
What more can he say than to you he hath 
said, 
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

2 "Fear not, I am with thee, O be not 
dismayed, 
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause 
thee to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3 "When through the deep waters I call thee 
to go, 
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 
for I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

4 "When through fiery trials thy pathway 
shall lie, 
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to 
refine. 

5 "The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for 
repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to 
shake, 
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake." 

Come Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove  
(St. Agnes) Hymnal #510 

1 Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
with all thy quickening powers; 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
in these cold hearts of ours. 

2 See hoe we trifle here below, 
fond of these earthly toys; 
our souls, how heavily they go, 
to reach eternal joys. 

3 In vain we tune our formal songs; 
in vain we strive to rise, 
hosanas languish on our tongues, 
and our devotion dies. 

4 Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
with all thy quickening powers; 
come, shed abroad a Savior's love, 
and that shall kindle ours. 

How wondrous and great thy works 
(Lyons) Hymnal #533 

1 How wondrous and great thy works, God 
of praise! 
How just, King of saints, and true are thy 
ways! 
O who shall not fear thee, and honor thy 
Name? 
Thou only art holy, thou only supreme. 

2 To nations of earth thy light shall be 
shown; 
their worship and vows shall come to thy 
throne: 
thy truth and thy judgments shall spread all 
abroad, 
till earth's every people confess thee their 
God. 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee  
(Hymn to Joy) Hymnal #376 

1 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
praising thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
drive the dark of doubt away; 
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giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day. 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 
earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, 
center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
blooming meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
call us to rejoice in thee. 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest, 
well-spring of the joy of living, 
ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother: 
all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, 
lift us to the joy divine. 

Words: Reprinted with the permission  
of Charles Scribner’s Sons 
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