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The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 18 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
September 7, 2025 Year C 

10:30 a.m. 
*Indicates please stand 

Prelude   Chromhorne sur la Taille François Couperin (1668–1733) 

*Processional Hymn  Immortal, invisible, God only wise (St. Denio) Hymnal #423 

*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76 

 

*Collect For Purity 

*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 

The Collect of the Day  

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who 
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson  Jeremiah 18:1–11 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come, go down to the potter's house, and there 
I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at 
his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it 
into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this 
potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O 
house of Israel. At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck 
up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from 
its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at another 
moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does 
evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had 
intended to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. 
Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 139:1–5, 12–17           (To be sung by the choir and congregation)  Domine, probasti 
 

 
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known 

me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising 
up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting- 
places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

12 For you yourself created my inmost  
parts; * 

you knit me together in my mother's 
womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously 
made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it 
well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished 
in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
how great is the sum of them!  

17 If I were to count them, they would be 
more in number than the sand; * 
to count them all, my life span would need 
to be like yours. 

The Epistle Reading Philemon 1–21 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon our dear friend and co-
worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all 
the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much 
joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed 
through you, my brother. 

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have 
become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful 
both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep 
him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the 
gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might 
be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for 
a while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged 
you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my 
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own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let 
me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your 
obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual  Have Thine Own Way, Lord LEVAS #145 vv. 1–2 

*The Gospel Reading Luke 14:25–33 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes 
to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even 
life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the 
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and 
is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build 
and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit 
down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a 
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if 
you do not give up all your possessions.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

* Sequence  Have Thine Own Way, Lord LEVAS #145 vv. 3–4 

The Sermon The Rev. Jeffrey Evans 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the  
     Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
     Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

     On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the 
  living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
  have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. 
   With the Father and the Son he is 
   worshiped and glorified. 
   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and  
   apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the  
   forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*The Prayers of the People 

The cross of Christ brings life and liberty to those who walk in its way. In thanksgiving for this 
symbol of redemption, let us offer our prayers, responding to each petition by saying, “Help us 
choose life.” 

+ Giver of justice, may the leaders of the nations delight in your law, finding new roads to peace 
and security throughout the world, and building trust between ancient enemies and places torn 
by civil war; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ Lover of the poor, help us to recognize our own poverty, that we may see ourselves in the 
homeless, the emotionally ill, seekers after false wealth, and those whose health is compromised; 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ Jesus, head of the Church, may we feel the common bonds that link us one to another, not 
concealing our differences, but rejoicing in that which makes us one; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ Christ our Savior, help us to see all the blessings you have bestowed upon us, so that with 
thanksgiving and integrity we may effectively proclaim our faith; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ Christ the worker, be with those who labor in difficult jobs, and show them the value of their 
work; sustain the confidence of those who are unemployed; and raise up fairness and honesty in 
those who employ others; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ God our creator, you formed us from the dust of the earth, and to dust we shall return; 
welcome into your eternal kingdom those who have died in the faith of your Son; Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ God of abundance, increase our generosity, so that our giving may reflect your bountiful gifts 
to the world; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

May our hearts find refreshment in Christ, who calls us to be ever constant in the offering of our 
prayers. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 

Joan 
Jack 
Julianne 
Ted 
Lorraine 
Terry 

Olivia 
Jim 
Beverly 
Sue 
Kim 
Ivy 

Isa 
Nick 
Kathryn 
Shannon 
Torin 
Emily 

Sara 
Barbara 
Bev 
Bettie Lee 
Chris 
Lisa 

Charles 
Pat 
Elaine 
Jack 
Barb 
Trace 

John 
Hattie 
Mary 
Gwen 
Dani 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Patrick Garrison, Virginia McGhee, Sheri Johnson 
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Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   Awake, My Heart, and Render Jane Marshall (1924–2019) 
Awake, my heart, and render, to God thy sure defender, thy Maker, thy preserver, a song of love and fervor. 

Confirm my deeds and guide me: my day, with thee beside me, beginning, middle, ending, will all be upward tending. 

My heart shall be thy dwelling, with joy and gladness swelling; thy word my nurture given, to bring me on  
toward heaven. 

*Presentation Hymn   Faith of our fathers (St. Catherine) Hymnal #558 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 
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Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Stand or kneel as able 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) Hymnal #S-161 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
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Communion Hymn   I come with joy (Land of rest) Hymnal #304 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

*Recessional  O Zion, haste (Tidings) Hymnal #539 

Postlude   Praeludium in C, S. 553 Johann Tobias Krebs (1690–1762) 

Liturgical Ministers:  Jane Ryan, Michael Roman, Sally Clayton 

Virtual Vergers:  Beverly Way, Sara VanLooy, Michael Roman 

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Mark A. Radice 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in Memory of Bob Christensen  
by Jack and Lillian Wright. 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223  
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532 
www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist 

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee 
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” 
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for August, September, and October is available on the table in the rear 
of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  

One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many 
things coming in the next few months and we could use support, either with items of food, 
financial, or physical; we need people to help us. If you are interested or have any questions 
please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call 
the church office (607-273-6532). 

 
 
 

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 18 

September 7, 2025 Year C 
Hymns 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise  
(St. Denio) 
Hymnal #423 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient  
of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we 
praise. 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in 
might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness 
and love. 

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and 
small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the 
tree, 
and wither and perish but naught changeth 
thee. 

4 Thou reigneth in glory, thou rulest in light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all praise we would render, O help us to see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 

Have Thine Own Way, Lord 
LEVAS #145 

1 Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way! 
Thou art the potter, 
I am the clay! 
Mold me and make me 
After thy will, 
While I am waiting, 
Yielded and still. 

2 Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way! 
Search me and try me, 

Master, today! 
Purer than snow, Lord, 
Wash me just now, 
As in thy presence 
Humbly I bow. 

3 Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way! 
Wounded and weary, 
Help me, I pray! 
Power all power 
Surely is thine! 
Touch me and heal me, 
Savior divine! 

4 Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way! 
Hold o’er my being 
Absolute sway! 
Fill with thy Spirit 
’Til all shall see 
Christ only, always, 
Living in me! 

Faith of our fathers (St. Catherine) 
Hymnal #558 

1 Faith of our fathers! living still 
in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword: 
O how our hearts beat high with joy, 
whene'er we hear that glorious word: 

Refrain: 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death. 

2 Faith of our fathers! faith and prayer 
shall win all nations unto thee; 
and through the truth that comes from God, 
mankind shall then indeed be free. [Refrain] 

3 Faith of our fathers! we will love 
both friend and foe in all our strife: 
and preach thee, too, as love knows how, 
by kindly deeds and virtuous life. [Refrain] 
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O Zion, haste (Tidings) 
Hymnal #539 

1 O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling, 
to tell to all the world that God is Light; 
that he who made all nations is not willing 
one soul should fail to know his love and 
might. 

Refrain: 
Publish glad tidings: tidings of peace, 
tidings of Jesus, redemption and release. 

2 Proclaim to every people, tongue, and 
nation 
that God, in whom they live and move, is 
Love; 
tell how he stooped to save his lost creation, 
and died on earth that all might live above. 
[Refrain] 

3 Send heralds forth to bear the message 
glorious; 
give of thy wealth to speed them on their 
way; 
pour out thy soul for them in prayer 
victorious 
till God shall bring his kingdom's joyful day. 
[Refrain] 

4 He comes again! O Zion, ere thou meet 
him, 
make known to every heart his saving grace; 
let none whom he hath ransomed fail to greet 
him, 
through thy neglect, unfit to see his face. 
[Refrain] 
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