The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 20
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
September 21, 2025 Year C
10:30 a.m.

*Indicates please stand

Prelude There is a balm in Gilead Mark A. Radice (b. 1951)
*Processional Hymn God himself is with us (Tys) Hymnal #475
*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76
Celebrant
C——— TR  ————
Bless-ed be God: Father, Son, and Ho -1y Spi-rit.
Peaple
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And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ev - er. A- men.
*Collect For Purity
*Gloria Hymnal #S-279

The Collect of the Day

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Jeremiah 8:18-9:1

My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. Hark, the cry of my poor people from far
and wide in the land: “Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in her?” (“Why have they
provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign idols?”’) “The harvest is past, the
summer is ended, and we are not saved.” For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt, I mourn,
and dismay has taken hold of me. Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why
then has the health of my poor people not been restored? O that my head were a spring of
water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might weep day and night for the slain of my
poor people!
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 79:1-9 (Lo be sung by the choir and congregation) Deus, venerunt

Jerome Webster Meachen
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© 1956 Jerome Webster Meachen
1 O God, the heathen have come into your 5 How long will you be angry, O Lord? *
inheritance; will your fury blaze like fire for ever?
they have profaned your holy temple; *
they have made Jerusalem a heap of have not known you *

rubble. and upon the kingdoms that have not
2 They have given the bodies of your servants called upon your Name.

as food for the birds of the air, *
and the flesh of your faithful ones to the
beasts of the field.

3 They have shed their blood like water on
every side of Jerusalem, *
and there was no one to bury them.

6 Pour out your wrath upon the heathen who

7 For they have devoured Jacob *
and made his dwelling a ruin.

8 Remember not our past sins;
let your compassion be swift to meet us; *
for we have been brought very low.

9 Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of
your Name; *
deliver us and forgive us our sins, for
your Name’s sake.

4 We have become a reproach to our
neighbors, *
an object of scorn and derision to those
around us.

The Epistle Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7

First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one
God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human,
who gave himself a ransom for all—this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed
a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
and truth. Amen.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gradual There is a balm in Gilead (Balw in Gilead) Hymnal #676 v. 1

*The Gospel Reading Luke 16:1-13

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because
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you cannot be my manager any longer.” Then the manager said to himself, “What will I do,
now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and
I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager,
people may welcome me into their homes.” So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one,
he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?” He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive
oil.” He said to him, “T'ake your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then he asked another,
‘And how much do you owe?” He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him,
‘T'ake your bill and make it eighty.” And his master commended the dishonest manager because
he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means
of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very
little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth,
who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs
to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave
will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and wealth.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

* Sequence There is a balm in Gilead (Balw in Gilead) Hymnal #676 v. 2
The Sermon The Rev. Jeffrey Evans
*The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, in accordance with the Scriptures;
the Father, the Almighty, he ascended into heaven
maker of heaven and earth, and is seated at the right hand of the
of all that is, seen and unseen. Father.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, He will come again in glory to judge the
the only Son of God, living and the dead, and his kingdom will
eternally begotten of the Father, have no end.

God from God, Light from Light, We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
true God from true God, giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
begotten, not made, and the Son.
of one Being with the Father. With the Father and the Son he is
Through him all things were made. worshiped and glorified.
For us and for our salvation He has spoken through the Prophets.
he came down from heaven: We believe in one holy catholic and
by the power of the Holy Spirit apostolic Church.
he became incarnate from the We acknowledge one baptism for the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. forgiveness of sins.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius We look for the resurrection of the dead,
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. and the life of the world to come. Amen.

On the third day he rose again



*The Prayers of the People

Jesus is the one mediator between heaven and earth. In thanksgiving for his loving sacrifice,
we offer our prayers, responding, “Help us choose life.”

+ For a desire to share God’s generous and abundant gifts to us, by giving generously and
joyously to the ministry and mission of the Church; Lord, in your mercy,
Help us choose life.

+ That we use our money wisely, giving to present needs, saving for the future, refraining
from the lure of unnecessary purchases, so that we may contribute to those in need, and
support programs that spread the vision of God’s kingdom; Lord, in your mercy,

Help us choose life.

+ That all who hold positions of public trust and church leadership may be good stewards of
the resources entrusted to their care; Lord, in your mercy,
Help us choose life.

+ For the Anglican Communion, her constituent bodies, and those who have departed from
her fold, that all may be reunited through the unifying embrace of Jesus; Lord, in your mercy,
Help us choose life.

+ In thanksgiving for those who have died with the love of Christ in their hearts, that they
may join with the saints in offering constant intercession for those who dwell on earth; Lord,
in your mercy,

Help us choose life.

+ In thanksgiving for those in our local towns and cities who are willing to witness to the
gospel in an age of doubt and suspicion, revealing a depth of faith and commitment to inspire

our own; Lord, in your mercy,
Help us choose life.

Confident in God’s eternal generosity, we continue to lift our hearts in prayer.

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Roger Ted Nick Chris Hattie
Charles Lorraine Kathryn Lisa Gwen
Shitley Olivia Shannon Charles Dani
Virginia Jim Torin Pat Andy
Cece Beverly Emily Elaine Peggy
Linda Sue Sara Jack John
Joan Kim Barbara Barb Norman
Jack Ivy Bev Trace

Julianne Isa Bettie Lee John

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Bettie Lee Yerka, Dale Johnson, Sidney Herman, Stephanie Nevels, Sonja Sandstrom,
Miles Herman



Confession Of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, onrselyes.

we confess that we have sinned against you We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
in thought, word, and deed, For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

by what we have done, have mercy on us and forgive us;

and by what we bave left undone. that we may delight in your will,

We have not loved yon with our whole heart; and walk in your ways,

we have not loved onr neighbors as 1o the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amsen.

*The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with yon.

Announcements & Welcome

Offertory Sentence

Anthem Brethren, We Have Met To Worship arr. Stan Pethel (b. 1950)

Brethren, we have met to worship and adore the Lord, our God. Will you pray with all your power
while we try to preach the word? All is vain unless the Spirit of the Holy One comes down.
Brethren, pray and holy manna will be showered all around.

Sisters, will you join and help us? Moses’ sister aided him.

Will you help the trembling mourners who are struggling hard with sin?

Tell them all about the Savior, tell them that He will be found.

Sisters, pray and holy manna will be showered all around.

*Presentation Hymn Jesus, all my gladness (Jesu, meine Freude) Hymnal #701

*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer A

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120
| Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you.  And al-so with you.

Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.



Celebrant: continning: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130
Stand or kneel as able

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and maker of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
petfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them,
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) Hymnal #S-161



The Communion of the People
All people are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to recezve.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Hymn Jesus calls us o’er the tumult (Restoration) Hymnal #550
Post Communion Prayer
Eternal God, heavenly Father, Send us now into the world in peace,
you have graciously accepted us as living members and grant us strength and conrage
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, Z _/0%’ and serve yon
and you have fed us with spiritual food with glﬂd”“f and singleness of heart;
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Dismissal Hymnal #S-174
acon People
%—Dg_  S——— — —e ” L E——E————————
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Go in peace to love andserve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Recessional Judge eternal, throned in splendor (Kowz, o konm, du Geist des Lebens)
Hymnal #596

Postlude Marche Romaine Charles Gounod (1818-93)
Liturgical Ministers: Muriel Everhart, Sara VanlL.ooy, Margaret Johnson
Virtual Vergers: John Jackson, Sara VanlLooy

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Mark A. Radice

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in Memory of Rev. W. Aubrey Arlin
by Mary Arlin.

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A — 724223



St. John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850
(607)-273-6532 www.stjohnsithaca.org
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Ditector of Music/Organist

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at
https://stjiohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to
meet.” Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revieffevans@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for August, September, and October is available on the table in the
rear of the church.

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.

One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hout. There are
many things coming in the next few months and we could use support, either with items of
food, financial, or physical; we need people to help us. If you are interested or have any
questions please see Sara, Pam, or Craig.

Candles and Flowers If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please
call the church office (607-273-6532).

Christian Formation Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow
Jesus in our parish community and our daily lives.

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi: Blessing of the Animals Please, join us on Saturday,
October 4 at 2 p.m. in St. John’s churchyard on N. Cayuga Street where we’ll offer blessings
and thanksgiving for our animal friends.

Choir Rehearsal Thursday 7 p.m.


http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 20
September 21, 2025 Year C
Hymns

God himself is with us (7ysk)
Hymnal #475

1 God himself is with us; let us all adore
him, and with awe appear before him.
God is here within us; souls in silence fear
him, humbly, fervently draw near him.
Now his own who have known God, in
worship lowly, yield their spirits wholly.

2 Gladly, Lord, we offer thine to be
forever, soul and life and each endeavor.
Help us to surrender earth’s deceitful
treasures, pride of life, and sinful
pleasures; thou alone shall be known Lord
of all our being, life’s true way decreeing.

3 Thou pervades all things; let thy radiant
beauty light mine yes to see my duty. As
the tender flowers eagerly unfold them, to
the sunlight calmly hold them, so let me
quietly in thy rays imbue me; let thy light
shine through me.

4 Come, abide within me; let my soul, like
Mary, be thine earthly sanctuary. Come in
dwelling Spirit, with transfiguring
splendor, love and honor will I render.
Where I go there below, let me bow
before thee, know thee, and adore thee.

Words: St3 by permission of David D. Coftin

There is a balm in Gilead
(Balm in Gilead)
Hymnal #676

Refrain:

There is a balm in Gilead

to make the wounded whole,
there is a balm in Gilead

to heal the sin-sick soul.

1 Sometimes I feel discouraged
and think my work's in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit
revives my soul again. Refrain

2 If you cannot preach like Peter,
if you cannot pray like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus
and say, "He died for all." Refrain

Jesus, all my gladness
(Jesu, meine Freude)
Hymnal #701

1 Jesus, all my gladness,

my repose in sadness,

Jesus, heaven to me;

ah, my heart long paineth,

ah, my spirit straineth,

longeth after thee!

Thine I am, O holy Lamb;
only where thou art is pleasure,
thee alone I treasure.

2 Hence with earthly treasure:

thou art all my pleasure,

Jesus, my desire!

Hence, for pomps I care not,

c¢'en as though they were not

rank and fortune's hire.

Want and gloom, cross, death, and tomb;
nought that I may suffer ever

shall from Jesus sever.

3 Flee, dark clouds that lower,

for my joy bestower,

Jesus, enters in!

Joy from tribulation,

hope from desolation,

they who love God win.

Be it blame or scorn or shame,
thou art with me in earth's sadness,
Jesus, all my gladness.



Judge eternal, throned in splendor
(Komm, o komm, du Geist des
Lebens)

Hymnal #596

1 Judge eternal, throned in splendour,
Lord of lords and King of kings,

with thy living fire of judgment

purge this realm of bitter things:
solace all its wide dominion

with the healing of thy wings.

2 Still the weary folk are pining

for the hour that brings release:

and the city's crowded clangour

cries aloud for sin to cease;

and the homesteads and the woodlands
plead in silence for their peace.

3 Crown, O Lord, thine own endeavour;
cleave our darkness with thy sword;
cheer the faint and feed the hungry

with the richness of thy word;

cleanse the body of this nation

through the glory of the Lord.
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