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The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 21 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
September 28, 2025 Year C 

10:30 a.m. 
*Indicates please stand 

Prelude  Ich will den Herren loben, from Kleine geistliche Konzerte Heinrich Schütz (1585–1672) 
Vocal soloist: Riya Bolander 

*Processional Hymn  Oh what their joy and their glory must be (O quanta qualia)  
 Hymnal #623 

*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76 

 

*Collect For Purity 

*Gloria  Hymnal #S-279 

The Collect of the Day  

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness 
of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson  Jeremiah 32:1–3a, 6–15 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, 
which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. At that time the army of the king of Babylon 
was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that 
was in the palace of the king of Judah, where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him. 

Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to me: Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to 
come to you and say, “Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase 
is yours.” Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the 
word of the Lord, and said to me, “Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for 
the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.” Then I knew that this was 
the word of the Lord. 

And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, 
seventeen shekels of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the money on 
scales. Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the  
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open copy; and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the 
presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, 
and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. In their presence 
I charged Baruch, saying, Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both 
this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that 
they may last for a long time. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields 
and vineyards shall again be bought in this land. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 91:1–6, 14–16            (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Qui habitat 

 
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the  

Most High, * 
abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 

2 He shall say to the Lord, 
“You are my refuge and my  
stronghold, * 
my God in whom I put my trust.” 

3 He shall deliver you from the snare of the 
hunter * 
and from the deadly pestilence. 

4 He shall cover you with his pinions, 
and you shall find refuge under his  
wings; * 
his faithfulness shall be a shield and 
buckler. 

5 You shall not be afraid of any terror by 
night, * 
nor of the arrow that flies by day; 

6 Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, * 
nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-
day. 

14 Because he is bound to me in love, 
therefore will I deliver him; * 
I will protect him, because he knows my 
Name. 

15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer 
him; * 
I am with him in trouble; 
I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 

16 With long life will I satisfy him, * 
and show him my salvation. 

The Epistle Reading 1 Timothy 6:6–19 

There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing into the 
world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will be content 
with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pains. 

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, 
gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called 
and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the presence  
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of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate 
made the good confession, I charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame until 
the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time-- he who 
is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has 
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be 
honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus 
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 
hold of the life that really is life. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual  Tell out, my soul (Woodlands) Hymnal #438 vv. 1–2 

*The Gospel Reading Luke 16:19–31 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who 
longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come 
and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. 
The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up 
and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 
agony in these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received 
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you 
are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us. ’ He 
said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—for I have five brothers—that he 
may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ Abraham replied, ‘They 
have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if 
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

* Sequence  Tell out, my soul (Woodlands) Hymnal #438 vv. 3–4 

The Sermon The Rev. Jeffrey Evans 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
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true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the  
     Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
     Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the 
  Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the 
  living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
  have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. 
   With the Father and the Son he is 
   worshiped and glorified. 
   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and  
   apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the  
   forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People 

May God, who sets the prisoner free and lifts up those who are bowed down, come to us who 
seek the Divine Presence in our daily lives, as we respond to each petition by saying, “Help us 
choose life.” 

+ Save us from the temptations that plunge us into ruin and destruction, and spare us from 
choosing those things which corrupt the soul and lead to feelings of shame and guilt; Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ Set our hope on God’s reign, so that we may bring the light of hope to those who live on the 
margins of society, who endure daily anxiety and shed tears of despair for their children and 
families; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ Open our ears to hear your word, that in our willingness to heed its message we may be made 
a new creation; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ Grant eternal life to all who have died, and bring those in this life to trust in the power of 
Christ’s resurrection; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ Make us thankful for our bishops, priests, and deacons whom God has sent to lift the lamp of 
charity before our eyes, and to help us in the knowledge and witness of our faith; Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ Strengthen the resolve of the peacemakers, give them patience in times of discouragement, 
give them hope in times of doubt, when ridiculed give them the assurance of your love; Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 
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Let us resolve to do good, to be rich in good works, generous and ready to share with others, as 
we continue our prayers. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 
Joan 
Jack 
Julianne 
Ted 
Lorraine 

Olivia 
Jim 
Beverly 
Sue 
Ivy 
Isa 
Nick 
Kathryn 
Shannon 
Torin 
Emily 

Sara 
Barbara 
Bev 
Bettie Lee 
Chris 
Lisa 
Pat 
Elaine 
Jack 
Barb 
Trace 

John 
Hattie 
Gwen 
Dani 
Peggy 
John 
Norman 
John 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Julie Carter, Gillian Richardson, Laura Day 

Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum (As the deer pants for founts of water)  

 Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525–94) 
Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum, ita desiderat anima mea ad te Deus.  (Ps. 41:2) 

*Presentation Hymn  As those of old their first fruits brought (Forest Green) Hymnal #705 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 
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Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Stand or kneel as able 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 
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All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  Hymnal #S-161 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn  Before thy throne, O God, we kneel (Vater unser im Himmelreich)  
 Hymnal #575 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Recessional  Ye holy angels bright (Darwall’s 148th) Hymnal #625 

Postlude   Vater unser im Himmelreich Diedrich Buxtehude (1637–1707) 

Liturgical Ministers:  Karen Lewis, Stephanie Nevels, Gwen Freeman 

Virtual Vergers:  Beverly Way, John Jackson 

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Mark A. Radice 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!   
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223  
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532  www.stjohnsithaca.org    
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist 

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or 
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” 
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for August, September, and October is available on the table in the rear 
of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour. There are many 
things coming in the next few months and we could use support, either with items of food, 
financial, or physical; we need people to help us. If you are interested or have any questions please 
see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers  If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call 
the church office (607-273-6532). 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for 
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus 
in our parish community and our daily lives. 

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi: Blessing of the Animals  Please, join us on Saturday, 
October 4 at 2 p.m. in St. John’s churchyard on N. Cayuga Street where we’ll offer blessings and 
thanksgiving for our animal friends.  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 21 

September 28, 2025 Year C 
Hymns 

Oh what their joy and their glory must 
be (O quanta qualia) 
Hymnal #623 

1 Oh, what their joy and their glory must 
be, those endless Sabbaths the blessed ones 
see! Crowns for the valiant, to weary ones 
rest; God shall be all, and in all, ever blest. 

2 Truly, Jerusalem name we that shore, 
city of peace that brings joy evermore; 
wish and fulfillment are not severed there, 
nor the things prayed for come short of the 
prayer. 

3 There, where no troubles distraction can 
bring, we the sweet anthems of Zion shall 
sing; while for thy grace, Lord, their voices 
of praise thy blessed people eternally raise. 

4 Now in the meanwhile, with hearts raised 
on high, we for that country yearn and must 
sigh, seeking Jerusalem, dear native land, 
through our long exile on Babylon’s strand. 

5 Low before him with our praises we fall, 
of whom, and in whom, and through whom 
are all. Of whom the Father, and in whom, 
the Son; through whom, the Spirit, with 
them ever One. 

Tell out, my soul (Woodlands) 
Hymnal #438 

1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the 
Lord! Unnumbered blessings give my spirit 
voice; tender to me the promise of his 
word; in God my Savior shall my heart 
rejoice. 

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his 
Name! Make known his might, the deeds 
his arm has done; his mercy sure, from age 
the same; his holy Name-the Lord, the 
Mighty One. 

3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his 
might! Powers and dominions lay their glory 
by. Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put 
to flight, the hungry fed, the humble lifted 
high. 

4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children’s children and for evermore! 

Words: Copyright © 1962 by Hope Publishing Company, 
Carol Stream, IL All rights reserved. 

As those of old their first fruits brought 
(Forest Green) 
Hymnal #705 

1. As those of old their first-fruits brought 
of vineyard, flock, and field to God, the 
giver of all good, the source of bounteous 
yield; so we today our first fruits bring: the 
wealth of this good land, of farm and 
market, shop and home, of mind and heart 
and hand. 

2. A world in need now summons us to 
labor, love, and give, to make our life an 
offering to God, that all may live. The 
church of Christ is calling us to make the 
dream come true: a world redeemed, by 
Christ-like love, all life in Christ made new. 

3. With gratitude and humble trust we bring 
our best to thee, to serve thy cause and 
share thy love with all humanity. O thou 
who gavest us thyself in Jesus Christ thy 
Son, help us to give ourselves each day until 
life's work is done. 

Words: Copyright © 1962 by The Hymn Society of 
AmericaTexas Christian University, Fort Worth, TX. All 
rights reserved. 
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Ye holy angels bright (Darwall’s 148th) 
Hymnal #625 

1 Ye holy angels bright, 
who wait at God's right hand, 
or through the realms of light 
fly at your Lord's command, 
assist our song, 
for else the theme 
too high doth seem 
for mortal tongue. 

2 Ye blessed souls at rest, 
who ran this earthly race 
and now, from sin released, 
behold your Savior's face, 
God's praises sound, 
as in his sight 
with sweet delight 
ye do abound. 

3 Ye saints, who toil below, 
adore your heavenly King, 
and onward as ye go 
some joyful anthem sing; 
take what he gives 
and praise him still,  
through good or ill, 
who ever lives! 

4 My soul, bear thou thy part, 
triumph in God above: 
and with a well-tuned heart 
sing thou the songs of love! 
Let all thy days 
till life shall end, 
whate'er he send, 
be filled with praise. 
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