The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 25
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
October 26, 2025 Year C
10:30 a.m.

*Indicates please stand

Prelude Wenn wir in héchsten Noten sein, BWV 641 J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

*Processional Hymn How lovely is thy dwelling-place (Brother James’ Atr) Hymnal #517

*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76
Celebrant
C——— TRV  ————
Bless-ed be God: Father, Son, and Ho -1y Spi-rit.
Peaple
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And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ev - er. A- men.
*Collect For Purity
*Kyrie Hymnal #S-96

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Joel 2:23-32

O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given the eatly rain for
your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as
before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will
repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the
cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise
the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never
again be put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am
your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. Then afterward
I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female slaves,
in those days, I will pour out my spirit. I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth,
blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to
blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. Then everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape,
as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Te decet hymnus

Psalm 65 (Lo be sung by the choir and congregation)
A Jerome Webster Meachen
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© 1956 Jerome Webster Meachen

1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; *
to you shall vows be performed in
Jerusalem.

2 To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, *

because of their transgressions.

3 Our sins are stronger than we are, *
but you will blot them out.

4 Happy are they whom you choose
and draw to your courts to dwell there! *
they will be satisfied by the beauty of
your house,
by the holiness of your temple.

5 Awesome things will you show us in your
righteousness,
O God of our salvation, *
O Hope of all the ends of the earth

and of the seas that are far away.
6 You make fast the mountains by your
power; *

they are girded about with might.

7 You still the roaring of the seas, *
the roaring of their waves,
and the clamor of the peoples.

The Epistle Reading

8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will
tremble at your marvelous signs; *
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing
for joy.

9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly;

you make it very plenteous; *
the river of God is full of water.

10 You prepare the grain, *
for so you provide for the earth.

11 You drench the furrows and smooth out the
ridges; *
with heavy rain you soften the ground and
bless its increase.

12 You crown the year with your goodness, *
and your paths overflow with plenty.

13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for
grazing, *
and the hills be clothed with joy.

14 May the meadows cover themselves with
flocks,
and the valleys cloak themselves with
grain; *
let them shout for joy and sing.

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16—18

I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day,
and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against
them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be
tully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The
Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the
glory forever and ever. Awmen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gradual Blest are the pure in heart (Franconia) Hymnal #656 vv. 1-2

*The Gospel Reading Luke 18:9-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded
others with contempt: “T'wo men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a
tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am
not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week;
I give a tenth of all my income.” But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up
to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you,
this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will
be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

* Sequence Blest are the pure in heart (Franconia) Hymnal #656 vv. 3—4
The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans
*The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, in accordance with the Scriptures;
the Father, the Almighty, he ascended into heaven
maker of heaven and earth, and is seated at the right hand of the
of all that is, seen and unseen. Father.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, He will come again in glory to judge the
the only Son of God, living and the dead, and his kingdom will
eternally begotten of the Father, have no end.

God from God, Light from Light, We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
true God from true God, giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
begotten, not made, and the Son.
of one Being with the Father. With the Father and the Son he is
Through him all things were made. worshiped and glorified.
For us and for our salvation He has spoken through the Prophets.
he came down from heaven: We believe in one holy catholic and
by the power of the Holy Spirit apostolic Church.
he became incarnate from the We acknowledge one baptism for the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. forgiveness of sins.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius We look for the resurrection of the dead,
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. and the life of the world to come. Awen.

On the third day he rose again
*The Prayers of the People

May God, who is merciful to us, release us from all that hinders us from loving God and our
neighbor, and make us ready to pray, responding to each petition, “Hear our prayer.”

+ That we may seek humbleness of spirit, accepting our weaknesses as doorways to growth, and
trusting in God’s judgment; Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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+ That the Church, under the guidance of Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and DeDe, Bishop of our
diocese, may be a house of welcome to all people, especially those who are unsure of their
worthiness or who are filled with doubts; Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

+ That winds of peace may blow across the world, bringing hope to the peoples in war-torn
countries, new pathways to those in political stalemate, and renewal of spirit to all who hunger
tfor freedom; Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

+ That we may be good stewards of our financial and creative resources, being attentive to the
needs of our Church and her ministry, living simply and generously for the common good, and
committing ourselves to the welfare of generations to come; Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

+ That the sick and dying may be comforted in their times of need, especially those with
debilitating diseases; Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

+ That the departed may find eternal rest; Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

+ That we may be freed from our various prejudices, knowing that we have each been marked
as Christ’s own forever and bound together in his love; Lotd, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

May God, whose love restores us to grace, guide us now, as we continue to offer our prayers and
thanksgivings.

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Roger Ted Kathryn Lisa John

Charles Lorraine Shannon Pat Norman

Shirley Olivia Torin Elaine John

Virginia Jim Emily Jack Rachel & Family
Cece Beverly Sara Barb Laura

Linda Sue Barbara Trace Tony

Joan Ivy Bev John Tammy & Luna
Jack Isa Bettie Lee Hattie

Julianne Nick Chris Peggy

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Rob Steuteville, Elsa Grace Wagner, Melinda Oakes

Confession Of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.



We have not loved yon with our whole heart;
we have not loved onr neighbors as ourselyes.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Awzen.

*The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Announcements & Welcome
Offertory Sentence
Anthem As Torrents in Summer Edward Elgar (1857-1934)

As torrents in summer, Half dried in their channels / Suddenly rise, tho’ the sky is still cloudless /
For rain has been falling / Far off at their fountains;
So hearts that are fainting Grow full to o’erflowing / And they that behold it, Matvel, and know not /
That God at their fountains / Far off has been raining]

*Presentation Hymn Come, Thou font of every blessing (INe##leton) LEVAS #111
*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer A
Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120
| Celebrant People
W
The Lord be with you.  And al-so with you.
Celebrant Peaple
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

FPeople
P ~
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: continuing: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Saznctus) Hymnal #S-130

Stand or kneel as able



Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,

the God and maker of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After suppet, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Fraction Anthem  Christ our Passover Hymnal #S-154

The Communion of the People

Al people are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Hymn Humbly I adore thee (Adoro devote) Hymnal #314

Post Communion Prayer
Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and yon have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.



Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and conrage

1o love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Dismissal Hymnal #S-174
acon People
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Recessional How firm a foundation (Foundation) Hymnal #636
Postlude Wer nur den lieben Gott 1463t walten, BWV 642 J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Liturgical Ministers: Josette Garrison, Susan Backstrom, Stephanie Nevels
Virtual Vergers: Beverly Way, Michael Roman

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Chris Lastovicka

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A — 724223

*Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard is a food pantry open every weekday at 150 N. Albany St., Ithaca, NY
14850, and needs your support! Usage is up 28% from last year. In 2024 we served 7,038 people
from the pantry and over 13,000 from our tables of fresh food donated by local grocery stores, shops,
and farms. To donate: scan the QR code below; or go to www.ithacakitchencupboard.org; or send a
check to Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard, PO Box 608, Ithaca NY 14851. Your support makes a difference!

*IKC is an ongoing project of Area Congregations Together (ACT) since 1969.

Dorothy Cotton Jubilee Singers Fall Concert Sunday October 26 at 4 p.m. in Ford Hall in the
Whalen Center for Music on the Ithaca College campus. The repertoire will include spirituals,
gospels, and a sneak peek of the December “Feast of Carols.”
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http://www.ithacakitchencupboard.org/

St. John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850
(607)-273-6532 www.stjohnsithaca.org
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church

Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Director of Music/Organist

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff: “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please
call (607) 273-6532 or email revieffevans@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for November, December, and January is available on the table in the rear
of the church.

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee houtr. There are many
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig.

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call the
church office (607-273-6532).

Christian Formation Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for our
Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in our
parish community and our daily lives.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY MEMORIAL FLOWERS: All Saints’ Sunday will be
observed November 2nd: Anyone wishing to donate toward the flowers for All Saints’ day,
please send in your donation to the office with the memo “All Saints’ Day flowers” and
note any name(s) you wish to have listed on the Necrology list. Please email, drop a list in

the offering plate, or call the parish office with names you wish to have included by
Tuesday, October 28th.



http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Proper 25
October 26, 2025 Year C
Hymns
How lovely is thy dwelling-place 4 Lotd, we thy presence seck;
(Brother James’ Air) may ours this blessing be;
Hymnal #517 give us a pure and lowly heart,

1 How lovely is thy dwelling-place,

O Lotd of hosts, to me!

My thirsty soul desires and longs within thy
courts to be; my very heart and flesh cry out,
O living God, for thee.

2 Beside thine alters, gracious Lord, the
swallows find a nest; how happy they who
dwell with thee and praise thee without rest,
and happy they whose hearts are set upon the
pilgrim’s quest.

3 They who go through the desert vale will
find it filled with springs, and they shall climb
from height to height till Zion’s temple rings
with praise to thee, in glory throned, Lord
God, great King of kings.

4 One day within thy courts excels a thousand
spent away; how happy they who keep thy
laws nor from thy precepts stray, for thy shalt
surely bless all those who live the words they
pray.

Words: St 3-4 © 1982 Carl P. Daw Jr.

Blest are the pure in heart (Franconia)
Hymnal #656

1 Blest are the pure in heart,
for they shall see our God;

the secret of the Lord is theirs,
their soul is Christ's abode.

2 The Lord, who left the heavens
our life and peace to bring,

to dwell in lowliness with us,

our pattern and our King;

3 He to the lowly soul

will still himself impart,

and for his dwelling and his throne
will choose the pure in heart.

a temple fit for thee.

Come, Thou font of every blessing
(Nettleton)
LEVAS #111

1 Come, Thou fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy never ceasing,

Call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.

Praise the mount, O fix me on it.
Mount of God’s unchanging love.

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by thy help I'm come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure,
Surely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the fold of God.
He, to save my soul from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

3 O, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I’'m constrained to be;

Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,

Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lotd, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love.

Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it,
Seal it from thy courts above.

How firm a foundation (Foundation)
Hymnal #636

1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the

Lord,

is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he hath

said,
to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled?



2 "Fear not, I am with thee, O be not
dismayed,

tor I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee
to stand,

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

3 "When through the deep waters I call thee
to go,

the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;

for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

4 "When through fiery trials thy pathway shall

lie,

my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

5 "The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for
repose,

I will not, I will not desert to its foes;

that soul, though all hell should endeavor to
shake,

I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake."

10



	The First Lesson  Joel 2:23–32
	*The Gospel Reading Luke 18:9–14

