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The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 28 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
November 16, 2025 Year C 

10:30 a.m. 
*Indicates please stand 

Prelude  My Lord, What a Morning  

*Processional Hymn  Judge eternal, throned in splendor (Komm, o komm,du Geist des Lebens)
 Hymnal #596 

*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76 

 

*Collect For Purity 

*Kyrie  Hymnal #S-96 

The Collect of the Day  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Isaiah 65:17–25 

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am 
about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and 
delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not 
live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who 
falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall 
not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my 
chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children 
for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—and their descendants as well. 
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall 
feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They 
shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 9  The First Song of Isaiah      Ecce Deus    Isaiah 12:2–6 Hymnal #S-213 
 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in him and not be afraid.  

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure 
defense, * 
and he will be my Savior.  

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation.  

And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his 
Name;  

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that his Name is 
exalted.  

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done 
great things, * 
and this is known in all the world.  

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your 
joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of you is the 
Holy One of Israel. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be for ever. Amen. 

The Epistle Reading 2 Thessalonians 3:6–13 

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from 
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from 
us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with 
you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked 
night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have 
that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we 
gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of 
you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we 
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 
living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual  Jerusalem, my happy home (Land of rest) Hymnal #620 vv. 1–3 

*The Gospel Reading Luke 21:5–19 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts 
dedicated to God, Jesus said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when not 
one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take 
place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and 
say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place 
first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places 
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
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“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my 
name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your 
defense in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will 
be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by 
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because 
of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your 
souls.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

* Sequence Jerusalem, my happy home (Land of rest) Hymnal #620 vv. 4–5 

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the  
     Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
     Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 

        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the 
  Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the 
  living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
  have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. 
   With the Father and the Son he is 
   worshiped and glorified. 
   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and  
   apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the  
   forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People 

The building stones of this age are passing away, but Christ the cornerstone is our eternal gift. 
In this truth, we offer our prayers, responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

+ That the Incarnate Word may break through our complacency and open our eyes to the 
power of truth, giving us courage to draw others into the faith we claim; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ For our nation, that able-bodied people recommit themselves to provide for their daily needs, 
not relying on the common purse, but on hard work and personal responsibility; Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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+ For the Church, that she may remain strong in the faith, not swayed by the words and whims 
of self-proclaimed prophets and teachers, but rooted in holy scripture, the sacraments of grace, 
and the tradition of our ancestors; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ For the foster-care system, that it may provide loving and attentive parents for children in 
their charge, so that many may be moved to become families for those who so desperately seek 
a home; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ For those addicted to alcohol, food, pornography, drugs, or another obsessive and unhealthy 
focus in their lives, that they may confront their problems, seek help, and know of God’s 
constant presence on their road to new life; Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

+ That those who have lived and died in Christ may share in his eternal kingdom; Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Let us continue our prayers in the strong conviction that everything is possible in Christ. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 
Joan 
Jack 
Julianne 

Ted 
Lorraine 
Olivia 
Jim 
Beverly 
Sue 
Ivy 
Isa 
Nick 

Kathryn 
Shannon 
Torin 
Emily 
Sara 
Barbara 
Bev 
Bettie Lee 
Chris 

Lisa 
Pat 
Elaine 
Jack 
Barb 
Trace 
John 
Hattie 
Peggy 

John 
Norman 
John 
Laura 
Tony 
Tammy & Luna 
Andrew 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Kincade Bunch, Robert Saulsbury Jr., Matthew Sanaker 

Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 
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*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   God, be in my head John Rutter (b. 1945) 

God, be in my head and in my understanding; God be in mine eyes and in my looking; God be in my mouth and  
in my speaking; God be in my heart and in my thinking; God be at mine end and at my departing 

*Presentation Hymn  Teach me, my God and King  (Carlisle) Hymnal #592 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almghty, Creator of heaven and earth… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn 
to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Stand or kneel as able 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem Christ our Passover   Hymnal #S-154 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn  If thou but trust in God  (Wer nur den leiben Gott) Hymnal #635 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Recessional  O Christ, the Word Incarnate (Munich) Hymnal #632 

Postlude   

Liturgical Ministers:  Kang Meng, Susan Backstrom, Pamela Talbott 

Virtual Vergers:  Sara VanLooy, John Jackson 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Audrey Vault by Mary Arlin. 

The Eucharistic and Aumbry candles this month are Given to the Glory of God  
in memory of Patricia and Walter Talbott by Pamela Talbott. 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532  www.stjohnsithaca.org    
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist 

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or 
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please 
call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for November, December, and January is available on the table in the 
rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many 
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call 
the church office (607-273-6532). 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for our 
Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in our 
parish community and our daily lives. 

Area Congregations Together (ACT)  Please, join us for our Annual Multi-faith Thanksgiving 
Service at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 114 Burleigh Dr., Ithaca, November 23, 
2025, 2–4 p.m. Light refreshments served. All are welcome. 

  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 28 

November 16, 2025 Year C 
Hymns 

Judge eternal, throned in splendor 
(Komm, o komm,du Geist des Lebens) 
Hymnal #596 

1 Judge eternal, throned in splendour, 
Lord of lords and King of kings, 
with thy living fire of judgment 
purge this realm of bitter things: 
solace all its wide dominion 
with the healing of thy wings. 

2 Still the weary folk are pining 
for the hour that brings release: 
and the city's crowded clangour 
cries aloud for sin to cease; 
and the homesteads and the woodlands 
plead in silence for their peace. 

3 Crown, O Lord, thine own endeavour; 
cleave our darkness with thy sword; 
cheer the faint and feed the hungry 
with the richness of thy word; 
cleanse the body of this nation 
through the glory of the Lord. 

Jerusalem, my happy home (Land of rest) 
Hymnal #620 

1 Jerusalem, my happy home, 
when shall I come to thee? 
When shall my sorrows have an end? 
Thy joys when shall I see? 

2 Thy saints are crowned with glory great; 
they see God face to face; 
they triumph still, they still rejoice 
in that most happy place. 

3 There David stands with harp in hand 
as master of the choir: 
ten thousand times would one be blest 
who might this music hear. 

4 Our Lady sings Magnificat 
with tune surpassing sweet, 

and blessed martyrs' harmony 
doth ring in every street. 

5 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
God grant that I may see 
thine endless joy, and of the same 
partaker ever be! 

Teach me, my God and King  (Carlisle) 
Hymnal #592 

1 Teach me, my God and King, 
in all things thee to see, 
and what I do in anything, 
to do it as for thee. 

2 All may of thee partake; 
nothing can be so mean, 
which with this tincture, "for thy sake," 
will not grow bright and clean. 

3 A servant with this clause 
makes drudgery divine: 
who sweeps a room, as for thy laws, 
makes that and the action fine. 

4 This is the famous stone 
that turneth all to gold; 
for that which God doth touch and own 
cannot for less be told. 

O Christ, the Word Incarnate (Munich) 
Hymnal #632 

1 O Word of God incarnate, 
O Wisdom from on high, 
O Truth, unchanged, unchanging, 
O Light of our dark sky, 
we praise Thee for the radiance 
that from the hallowed page, 
a lantern to our footsteps, 
shines on from age to age. 

2 The church from her dear Master 
received the gift divine, 
and still that light she lifteth 
o'er all the earth to shine. 
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It is the golden casket, 
where gems of truth are stored; 
it is the heav'n-drawn picture 
Of Christ, the living Word. 

3 It floateth like a banner 
before God's host unfurled; 
it shineth like a beacon 
above the darkling world. 
It is the chart and compass 
that o'er life's surging sea, 
'mid mists and rocks and quicksands, 
still guides, O Christ, to Thee. 

4 O make Thy Church, dear Savior, 
a lamp of burnished gold, 
to bear before the nations 
Thy true light as of old. 
O teach Thy wand'ring pilgrims 
by this, their path to trace, 
'til, clouds and darkness ended, 
they see Thee face to face. 
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