
 1 

The Last Sunday After Pentecost: Christ the King 
Proper 29 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
November 23, 2025 Year C 

10:30 a.m. 
*Indicates please stand 

Prelude  Priere á Notre Dame from Suite Gothique Léon Böellmann (1862–97) 

(First instruction)  

*Opening Hymn  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! (Hyfrydol) Hymnal #460 

*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76 

 

*Collect For Purity 

*Kyrie  Hymnal #S-96 

The Collect of the Day  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and 
enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

(Second instruction) 

The First Lesson Jeremiah 23:1–6 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. Therefore 
thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is 
you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. 
So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant 
of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, 
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, 
and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and 
he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his 
days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be 
called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 16  The Song of Zechariah    Benedictus Dominus Deus    Luke 1:68–79 
 Hymnal #S-248 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them 
free.  

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David.  

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us.  

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant.  

This was the oath he swore to our father 
Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our 
enemies,  

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight  
all the days of our life.  

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the 
Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare 
his way,  

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins.  

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon 
us,  

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and 
the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be for ever. Amen. 

The Epistle Reading Colossians 1:11–20 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you 
be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who 
has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the 
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Sequence Hymn  All glory be to God on high (Allein Gott in der Höh) Hymnal #421 

*Gospel Acclamation Seek ye first (Seek ye first) (verse 1 and alleluia)  Hymnal #711 

*The Gospel Reading Luke 23:33–43 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, 
one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know 
what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. The people stood by, watching 
Jesus on the cross; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if 
he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering 



 3 

him sour wine, and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, 
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today 
you will be with me in Paradise.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

*Gospel Acclamation Seek ye first (Seek ye first) (alleluia)  Hymnal #711 

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the  
     Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
     Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 

        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the 
  Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the 
  living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
  have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. 
   With the Father and the Son he is 
   worshiped and glorified. 
   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and  
   apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the  
   forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Third instruction) 

*The Prayers of the People 

Dear God, free us from the bondage of our sins, and hear the prayers which we offer to you this 
day, as we respond, “Help us choose life.” 

+ In thanksgiving for the crown of life which adorns all living things, may we be steadfast stewards 
of God’s marvelous creation; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ In thanksgiving for the crown of justice, may we respond to those throughout the world who 
suffer from anxiety, violence, hopelessness, abandonment, and all that injures the human soul; 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 
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+ In thanksgiving for the word of truth, may we continue to spread its message locally and globally 
through the ministry of the Church; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ In thanksgiving for the abundance of bread which sustains our lives, may we commit ourselves 
to assisting the homeless, hungry, and deprived to provide for their needs; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ In thanksgiving for those who have shared our earthly journey and who now reside in the 
communion of saints; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ In thanksgiving for God’s forgiveness and restoration, that through his love we may be worthy 
to share in his cross and to wear an eternal crown upon our head; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

+ In thanksgiving for the great community of faith, joined together with Christ in baptism, and 
called to bring peace and reconciliation to the world; Lord, in your mercy, 
Help us choose life. 

As we continue our prayers, let us prepare our hearts to receive in faith the Holy Sacrament of 
Christ’s Body and Blood. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 
Cece 
Linda 
Joan 
Jack 
Julianne 

Ted 
Lorraine 
Olivia 
Jim 
Beverly 
Sue 
Ivy 
Isa 
Nick 

Kathryn 
Shannon 
Torin 
Emily 
Sara 
Barbara 
Bev 
Bettie Lee 
Chris 

Lisa 
Pat 
Elaine 
Jack 
Barb 
Trace 
John 
Hattie 
Peggy 

John 
Norman 
John 
Laura 
Tony 
Tammy & Luna 
Andrew 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Jasmine Wagner, Cameron Park-Miller 

Confession Of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome 

(Fourth instruction) 

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem   King of Glory, King of Peace K. Lee Scott (b. 1950) 

King of glory, King of peace, I will love thee; And that love may never cease, I will move thee. Thou hast granted my request, 
Thou hast heard me; Thou did’st note my working breast, Thou hast spared me. Wherefore with my utmost art I will sing 

thee, and the cream of all my heart I will bring thee. Though my sins against me cried, Thou did’st clear me; and alone when 
they replied, Thou did’st hear me. Sev’n whole days, not one in sev’n, I will praise thee; in my heart, though not in heav’n,  I 

can raise thee. Small it is, in this poor sort to enroll thee: ev’n eternity’s too short to extol thee! 

(Fifth instruction) 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almghty, Creator of heaven and earth… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Stand or kneel as able 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem Christ our Passover   Hymnal #S-154 

(Sixth instruction) 

The Communion of the People 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn  Let all mortal flesh keep silence  (Picardy) Hymnal #324 

(Final instruction) 

*Postcommunion Hymn  The head that once was crowned with thorns (St. Magnus)  
 Hymnal #483 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Closing Hymn  Crown him with many crowns (Diademata) Hymnal #494 

Postlude  Come Down, O Love Divine (Down Ampney) arr. Bill Ingram 

Liturgical Ministers:  Zeke Merlis, Stephanie Nevels, Gwen Freeman 

Virtual Vergers:  Beverly Way, Sara VanLooy 

The Eucharistic and Aumbry candles this month are Given to the Glory of God  
in memory of Patricia and Walter Talbott by Pamela Talbott. 

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Ian Croker 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 

place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 

 

 

CHRISTMAS ALTAR FLOWERS 
Anyone wishing to donate toward the Christmas flowers and wreaths that adorn the nave during 
Christmas may do so by placing a check in the offering plate, noted “Christmas Flowers;” or you 
can mail a check to the church. If you wish the flowers to be in memory of a loved one, please 
note that name below, tear off and return this slip with your check.  All names must be received 
by Tuesday, December 16th at the latest to insure inclusion in the bulletin.  

Christmas flowers donated by ___________________________________________________ 

in memory of ________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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St. John’s Church 

210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532 

  www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 

Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist 

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or 
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” 
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for November, December, and January is available on the table in the 
rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many 
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call 
the church office (607-273-6532). 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for our 
Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in 
our parish community and our daily lives. 

 
  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Last Sunday After Pentecost: Christ the King 
Proper 29 

November 23, 2025 Year C 
Hymns 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! (Hyfrydol) 
Hymnal #460 

1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 
His the scepter, His the throne. 
Alleluia! His the triumph, 
His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
thunder like a mighty flood: 
"Jesus out of every nation 
has redeemed us by His blood." 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 
are we left in sorrow now. 
Alleluia! He is near us; 
faith believes, nor questions how. 
Tho' the cloud from sight received Him 
when the forty days were o'er, 
shall our hearts forget His promise, 
"I am with you evermore"? 

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 
here on earth our food, our stay. 
Alleluia! Here the sinful  
flee to You from day to day. 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, 
earth's Redeemer, hear our plea 
where the songs of all the sinless 
sweep across the crystal sea. 

All glory be to God on high  
(Allein Gott in der Höh) 
Hymnal #421 

1 All glory be to God on high, 
Who hath our race befriended! 
To us no harm shall now come nigh, 
The strife at last is ended. 
God showeth His good will to men, 
And peace shall reign on earth again; 
O thank Him for His goodness! 

2 We praise, we worship Thee, we trust, 
And give Thee thanks forever, 
O Father, that Thy rule is just 
And wise, and changes never. 

Thy boundless pow'r o'er all things reigns, 
Done is whate'er Thy will ordains: 
Well for us that Thou rulest. 

3 O Jesus Christ, Thou only Son 
Of God, Thy heav'nly Father, 
Who didst for all our sins atone 
And Thy lost sheep dost gather. 
Thou Lamb of God, to Thee on high 
From out our depths we sinners cry, 
Have mercy on us, Jesus! 

4 O Holy Ghost, Thou precious Gift, 
Thou Comforter unfailing, 
O'er Satan's snares our souls uplift 
And let thy pow'r availing 
Avert our woes and calm our dread. 
For us the Saviour's blood was shed; 
We trust in Thee to save us. 

The head that once was crowned  
with thorns (St. Magnus)  
Hymnal #483 

1. The head that once was crowned with 
thorns 
Is crowned with glory now; 
A royal diadem adorns  
The mighty victor's brow. 
The highest place that Heav'n affords 
Is his, is his by right, 
The King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
And Heav'n's eternal light. 

2. The joy of all who dwell above, 
The joy of all below, 
To whom he manifests his love 
And grants his name to know. 
To them, the cross, with all its shame, 
With all its grace is giv'n; 
Their name an everlasting name, 
Their joy the joy of Heav'n. 

3. They suffer with their Lord below, 
They reign with him above; 
Their profit and their joy to know 
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The myst'ry of his love. 
The cross he bore is life and health, 
Tho' shame and death to him; 
His people's hope, his people's wealth, 
Their everlasting theme. 

Crown him with many crowns 
(Diademata) 
Hymnal #494 

1 Crown him with many crowns,  
the Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns  
all music but its own; 
awake, my soul, and sing  
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King  
through all eternity. 

2 Crown him the Son of God  
before the worlds began, 
and ye, who tread where he hath trod,  
crown him the Son of man; 
who every grief hath known  
that wrings the human breast, 
and takes and bears them for his own, 
that all in him may rest. 

3 Crown him the Lord of life,  
who triumphed over the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife  
for those he came to save; 
his glories now we sing 
who died, and rose on high, 
who died, eternal life to bring,  
and lives that death may die. 

4 Crown him of lords the Lord,  
who over all doth reign, 
who once on earth, the incarnate Word,  
for ransomed sinners slain, 
now lives in realms of light,  
where saints with angels sing 
their songs before him day and night,  
their God, Redeemer, King. 

5 Crown him the Lord of heaven, 
enthroned in worlds above; 
crown him the King,to whom is given,  
the wondrous name of Love. 
Crown him with many crowns, 
as thrones before him fall, 
crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, 
for he is King of all. 
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