
  

The Second Sunday of Advent 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

December 7, 2025 Year A 
10:30 a.m. 

*Indicates please stand 

Prelude    

A Penitential Order: Rite Two BCP 351 

*Opening Hymn  There’s a voice in the wilderness crying (Ascension) Hymnal #75 

*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76 

 

Confession of Sin BCP 352 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*Kyrie  Hymnal #S-86 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way 
for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with 
joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Isaiah 11:1–10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit 
of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with 



  

the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall 
be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt 
or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19          (To be sung by the choir and congregation)  Deus, judicium 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King’s 
Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to 
the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the  
people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the 
oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon 
endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown 
field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the 
moon shall be no more. 

18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of  
Israel, * 
who alone does wondrous deeds! 

19 And blessed be his glorious Name  
for ever! * 
and may all the earth be filled with his 
glory. Amen. 

The Epistle Reading Romans 15:4–13 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and 
by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so 
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell 
you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and 
sing praises to your name;” and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people;” and again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him;” and again Isaiah says, “The 
root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 



  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Sequence Hymn  O day of peace that dimly shines (Jerusalem) Hymnal #597 

*Gospel Acclamation Seek ye first (Seek ye first) (verse 1 and alleluia)  Hymnal #711 

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 3:1–12 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’”  

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 
I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

*Gospel Acclamation Seek ye first (Seek ye first) (alleluia)  Hymnal #711 

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 

*The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

     he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the  
     Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
     Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the 
  Father. 



  

   He will come again in glory to judge the 
  living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
  have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. 
   With the Father and the Son he is 

   worshiped and glorified. 
   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and  
   apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the  
   forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People 

As we anticipate the glorious birth of the Messiah, let us gather our prayers and thanksgivings as 
an offering of faith, responding, “O come, O come, Emmanuel.” 

+ That we may confess our collusion with evil, turn from the wrong we have done, and recommit 
ourselves to a holy life; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ That righteousness may flourish throughout the legislative bodies of our nation, so that integrity 
overcomes the interests of special groups, and honesty the financial influence of the affluent; let 
us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ That we be given the faith to go into the wilderness of our time and culture, giving voice to the 
promises of Christ and the glory of his reign; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ That all people everywhere may choose to be washed through the water and fire of baptism, 
sharing in Christ’s death and united in his resurrection; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ That we may honor our children, whose keen sense of the mystery of faith leads us to a deeper 
understanding of the Eucharistic Meal, and the humility to share gifts of hope across all the tables 
of the world; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ That those who care for the sick may be given the strength to endure and the patience to carry 
on in the midst of trials, and that those who have died may rest in peace; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ In thanksgiving for programs and people who assist those troubled with alcoholism, gambling, 
and any addiction that holds our souls in bondage; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ In thanksgiving for those who are generous in their giving for the mission of the Church: its 
ministry and witness, its temporal responsibilities and spiritual treasures; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

As a people ever-watchful for the coming of the Messiah, let us continue our intercessions. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 

Cece 
Linda 
Joan 
Jack 

Julianne 
Ted 
Lorraine 
Olivia 

Jim 
Beverly 
Sue 
Ivy 

Isa 
Nick 
Kathryn 
Shannon 



 

 

 

Torin 
Emily 
Sara 
Barbara 
Bev 

Bettie Lee 
Chris 
Lisa 
Pat 
Elaine 

Jack 
Barb 
Trace 
John 
Hattie 

Peggy 
John 
John 
Laura 
Tony 

Tammy & Luna 
Andrew 
Ellen 
Bernice 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Jeremiah Miller, Shirley Durfee, Susan Sarabasha 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem  Remember, O thou man Thomas Ravenscroft (1588–1635) 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer B 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almghty, Creator of heaven and earth… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-124 

Stand or kneel as able 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered 
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, 
our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 



 

 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember Christ’s death, 

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 

We await Christ ’s coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem    Hymnal #S-161 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn  What is the crying at Jordan (St. Mark’s, Berkeley) Hymnal #69 

*Postcommunion Hymn  God is working his purpose out (Purpose) Hymnal #534 

Postcommunion Prayer   BCP 365 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  



 

 

 

Advent Blessing 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, 
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with 
unending life. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Closing Hymn  Prepare the way, O Zion (Bereden väg för Herran) Hymnal #65 

Postlude   

Liturgical Ministers:  Lauri Keegan, Gwen Freeman, Beverly Way 

Virtual Vergers:  Michael Roman, Sara VanLooy 

This morning we welcome Guest Organist Ian Croker 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 

place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 

 

CHRISTMAS ALTAR FLOWERS 
Anyone wishing to donate toward the Christmas flowers and wreaths that adorn the nave during 
Christmas may do so by placing a check in the offering plate, noted “Christmas Flowers;” or you 
can mail a check to the church. If you wish the flowers to be in memory of a loved one, please 
note that name below, tear off and return this slip with your check.  All names must be received 
by Tuesday, December 16th at the latest to insure inclusion in the bulletin.  

Christmas flowers donated by ___________________________________________________ 

in memory of ________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Church 

210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532 

  www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 

Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Director of Music/Organist 

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or 
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” 
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for November, December, and January is available on the table in the 
rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many 
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call 
the church office (607-273-6532). 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for our 
Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in 
our parish community and our daily lives. 
  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org


 

 

 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
December 7, 2025 Year A 

Hymns 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying 
(Ascension) 
Hymnal #75 

1 There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a 
call from the ways untrod; 
Prepare in the desert, a highway, a highway for 
our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills 
brought low; 
Make straight all the crooked places where the 
Lord our God may go! 

2 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee 
up to the heights to sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people the coming of 
their King. 
Like the flowers of the field they perish, like 
grass, our works decay, 
The power and pomp of nations shall pass like 
a dream away; 

3 But the word of our God endureth, the arm 
of the Lord is strong; 
He stands in the midst of nations, and he will 
right the wrong. 
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, the 
lambs he’ll gently hold; 
To pastures of peace he’ll lead them, and bring 
them safe to his fold. 

O day of peace that dimly shines 
(Jerusalem) 
Hymnal #597 
1 O day of peace that dimly shines 
     through all our hopes and prayers and 
dreams, 
guide us to justice, truth, and love, 
     delivered from our selfish schemes. 
May swords of hate fall from our hands, 
     our hearts from envy find release, 
till by God's grace our warring world 
     shall see Christ's promised reign of peace. 

2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, 
     nor shall the fierce devour the small; 
as beasts and cattle calmly graze, 

     a little child shall lead them all. 
Then enemies shall learn to love, 
     all creatures find their true accord; 
the hope of peace shall be fulfilled, 
     for all the earth shall know the Lord. 
Words: © 1982 Carl P. Daw Jr. 

God is working his purpose out (Purpose) 
Hymnal #534 

1 God is working his purpose out 
as year succeeds to year: 
God is working his purpose out, 
and the time is drawing near; 
nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled  
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 

2 From utmost east to utmost west, 
wherever foot hath trod, 
by the mouth of many messengers 
goes forth the voice of God; 
give ear to me, ye continents, 
ye isles, give ear to me, 
that the earth may filled  
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 

3 March we forth in the strength of God, 
with the banner of Christ unfurled, 
that the light of the glorious gospel of truth 
may shine throughout the world: 
fight we the fight with sorrow and sin 
to set their captives free, 
that the earth may filled  
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 

4 All we can do is nothing worth 
unless God blesses the deed; 
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide 
till God gives life to the seed; 
yet nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled  



 

 

 

with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 

Prepare the way, O Zion  
(Bereden väg för Herran) 
Hymnal #65 

1 Prepare the way, O Zion, 
your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley 
a level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, 
foretold in sacred story. 
Oh blest is Christ that came 
in God's most holy name. 

2 He brings God's rule, O Zion; 
he comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, 
and justice, truth, and love. 
Lift high your praise resounding, 
for grace and joy abounding. 
Oh blest is Christ that came 
in God's most holy name. 

3 Fling wide your gates, O Zion; 
your Savior's rule embrace. 
His tidings of salvation 
proclaim in every place. 
All lands will bow before him, 
their voices will adore him. 
Oh blest is Christ that came 
in God's most holy name. 

Words: © 1982 Charles P. Price 
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