Second Sunday after Christmas Day
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
January 4, 2026 Year A
10:30 a.m.

*Indicates please stand

Prelude
*Opening Hymn Angels from the realms of glory (Regent Square) Hymnal #93
*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76

Celebrant

Bless-ed be God: Father, Son, and Ho -ly Spi-rit
People )
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And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ev - er. A- men.

Collect for Purity BCP #355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord, Amen.

*Gloria Hymnal #S-279
Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Jeremiah 31:7-14

Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the
nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” See,
I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of
the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a
great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will
lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not
stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of
the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will
gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has
redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of
Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the
oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the
young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them,



and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall
be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 84:1-8 (Lo be sung acapella led by the cantor) Quam dilecta!

Refrain
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How dear o me is your dwell - ing, O Loed of hosts!
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1. How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! My sounl has a desire and longing
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for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the liv - ing God.
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2. The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young:
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the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Refrain 3. Hap-py are they
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who dwell in vour house! they will al-ways be prais-ing wou. 4 Happy are the people
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whose strength is  in  you! whose hearts are set o the pil - grims” way. Refrain
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ose who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, for the early rains

SEEE|

1
‘! o =

-
- - =

I
!
1
covered it with pools of wa - ter. & They will climb from height to  height,
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and of  gods  will reveal him - self in Fi - on Refrain
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7. Lord God of hesls, hear my prayer; hearken, O God of Ja - cob.

iﬁ!“ ==t - r 5 :

8. Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your A - noint-ed. Refrain
from Gradual Psalms for the RCL, ed. Bruce E. Ford, Church Publishing Incorporated.
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The Epistle Ephesians 1:3-6; 15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of
the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you
come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Sequence Hymn What child is this (Greensleeves) Hymnal #115
*Gospel Acclamation
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v The Word was made flesh and dwelt a - mong us, full of grace and truth.
*The Gospel Reading Matthew 2:1-12
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who
is to shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Sermon

*The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried.

*The Prayers of the People

Fr. Jeff Evans

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lozrd, the

giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Awmen.

Raising our voices in proclamation and praise, let us rejoice as we offer our prayers to God,

responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”

+ In thanksgiving for the peacemakers who toil in troubled lands, and in families of discontent,
that the Prince of Peace may give them words of wisdom as they seek to encourage new means
of communication and the mending of relationships; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.

+ In thanksgiving for those who bring treasures to the poor and needy of the world, offering
precious gifts of hope to God’s fragile people; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.

+ For those who exercise leadership throughout our Church, that they may bear in their actions
the love of Christ, enlightening the hearts of those who have a hidden faith, and strengthening

those of a weak spirit; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.

+ For our President, members of our legislative bodies, and those who serve on the Supreme
Court, that they may honor our historic inheritance and take us along new pathways in the

service of bettering our nation; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.

+ For those who have died in the noonday of their lives, and for parents who grieve the loss of
children, that they may be comforted by the Father of us all, whose only Son was not spared an

carly death; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.



+ In thanksgiving for all the blessings of this life, remembering those who have been our
mentors and teachers, and through whose companionship we have experienced the riches of
divine grace; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.

As God’s adopted children, through the will of Jesus Christ, let us add to these prayers and
thanksgivings.

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Roger Julianne Ivy Sara Elaine John Ellen
Charles Ted Isa Barbara Jack John Bernice
Shitley Lorraine Nick Bev Barb Laura Dustin
Virginia Olivia Kathryn Bettie Lee  Trace Tony Greg
Linda Jim Shannon Chris John Tammy &  Jon
Joan Beverly Torin Lisa Hattie Luna Terry
Jack Sue Emily Pat Peggy Andrew

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Chavon Bunch

*The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements & Welcome
Offertory Sentence

Offertory Anthem We three kings of Orient are (Three Kings of Orient) sung by the choir

*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer B

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120
L Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant

T

~—

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Peaple
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almghty, Creator of heaven and earth... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Saznctus) Hymnal #S-131
Stand or kneel as able

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
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and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before
he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “T'ake, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,

We await Christ's coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142
( Celebrant People
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A - men
The Lord’s Prayer
Fraction Anthem Hymnal #S-155

Invitation to Communion

The gifts of God for the People of God
All people are invited to the Lord’s Table.

Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to recezve.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Hymn What star is this, with beams so bright (Puer nobis) Hymnal #124

*Postcommunion Hymn The first Nowell the angel did say (The First Nowel)) Hymnal #109



Postcommunion Prayer BCP 366

Almighty and everliving God, And now, Father, send us out

we thank _you for feeding us with the spiritual food to do the work _you have given us to do,

of the most precious Body and Blood to love and serve you

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

Christmas Blessing

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season,
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. _Awzen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy,
and make you heralds of the Gospel. Awzen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his
peace and favor. Awmen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.

Dismissal Hymnal #S-174
- e

Go in peace to love andserve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Closing Hymn As with gladness men of old (Dix) Hymnal #119
Postlude

Liturgical Ministers: Muriel Everhart, Gwen Freeman, Michael Roman
Virtual Vergers: Michael Roman, Sara VanlL.ooy
Accompanist: Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A — 724223

The Christmas Flowers 2025 are given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of:

Peter Hedrick Audrey Vault Edward & Bill Barry

Cece Hedrick Margaret Godlove William & LLaRose Meyer
Jesse Siemon Mary Nungesser William & Genevieve
Eleanore Mikus Pam Quirk Linderman

Kyle & Nancy Thomas and Betty Kelts Gwen & Dani’s Loved Ones
Stuart Thomas Judy Lutes Penny Ciccone

Rev. W. Aubrey Arlin Sarah Richtmeyer Horace Robinson

Edith N. Arlin Ron Clayton Mr. & Mrs. Franklyn R. Sipos



St. John’s Church

210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 (607)-273-6532

www.stjohnsithaca.org Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff: “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please
call (607) 273-6532 or email revieffevans@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for November, December, and January is in the rear of the church.

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour. There are many
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig.

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call the
church office (607-273-6532).

Christian Formation Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for our
Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in our
parish community and our daily lives.

2026 Stewardship Envelopes are on the back table in alphabetical order. Questions; please contact
the office (607) 273-6532.

Prayer List: On Sunday January 11, 2026, we will have a new prayer list. If you put a name on
the current prayer list and want it to remain on the list, please call the office at 607-273-6532 or
send us an email to office@stjohnsithaca.org.

Please Note: St. John’s Vestry has approved a proposal from Smith and Gilbert, LLC to revitalize
the console of our 1967 Schlicker organ. This will include refurbishing the keyboards and providing
a new operating system for the organ. Smith and Gilbert will remove the console on Monday,
December 29 to begin the work. The project will be completed by March 27, 2026 so that the organ
will be available for Easter services. In the meantime, we'll be using the piano for accompaniment at
the 10:30 service.


http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
mailto:office@stjohnsithaca.org

Second Sunday after Christmas Day
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY

January 4, 2026 Year A
Hymns
Angels from the realms of glory haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the
(Regent Square) son of Mary.
Hymnal #93

1 Angels from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
ye who sang creation's story

now proclaim Messiah's birth:

Refrain:
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

2 Shepherds, in the field abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing;
yonder shines the infant light:

3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar;

seck the great Desire of nations;

ye have seen his natal star

What child is this (Greensleeves)
Hymnal #115

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, on
Mary’s lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet
with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch
are keeping? This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the
son of Mary.

2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox
and ass are feeding? Good Christians, fear:
for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
This, this is Christ the King, whom
shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste
to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
come, peasant, king, to own him; the King of
kings salvation brings, let loving hearts
enthrone him. This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;

The first Nowell the angel did say
(The First Nowell)
Hymnal #109

1. The first Nowell the angel did say was to
certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; in
tields where they lay, keeping their sheep, on
a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the
King of Israel.

2. They looked up and saw a star shining in
the east beyond them far, and to the earth it
gave great light, and so it continued both day
and night. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

3. And by the light of that same star three
wise men came from country far; to seek for
a king was their intent, and to follow the star
wherever it went. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Nowell, born is the King of Israel.

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest, o’er
Bethlehem it took its rest, and there it did
both stop and stay right over the place where
Jesus lay. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

5. Then entered in those wise men three full
reverently upon their knee, and offered there
in his presence their gold, and myrrh, and
frankincense. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Nowell, born is the King of Israel.

6. Then let us all with one accord sing praises
to our heavenly Lord; that hath made heaven
and earth of nought, and with his blood our
life hath bought. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Nowell, born is the King of Israel.

As with gladness men of old (Dix)
Hymnal #119



1. As with gladness men of old did the
guiding star behold; as with joy they hailed its
light, leading onward, beaming bright; so,
most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led
to thee.

2. As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly
manger-bed; there to bend the knee before
him whom heaven and earth adore; so may
we with willing feet ever seek the mercy-seat.

3. As they offered gifts most rare at that
manger rude and bare; so may we with holy
joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, all our
costliest treasures bring, Christ! to thee, our
heavenly King.
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4. Holy Jesus! every day keep us in the
narrow way; and, when earthly things are
past, bring our ransomed lives at last where
they need no star to guide, where no clouds
thy glory hide.

5. In the heavenly country bright, need they
no created light; thou its light, its joy, its
crown, thou its sun which goes not down;

there forever may we sing alleluias to our
King.



