The Third Sunday of Advent
Lessons and Carols Holy Eucharist Rite Two
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
December 14, 2025 Year A
10:30 a.m.

*Indicates please stand

Prelude Quia Respexit from Magnificat J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
Sung by Riya Bolander, Cole Trenkelbach on Oboe

*Opening Hymn O come, O come, Emmanuel (e, veni, Emmanuel) Hymnal #56
Anthem at the Candle Lighting
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*The Bidding Prayer

Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves
to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying
in a manger.

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving putpose from the time of our
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let
us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity
and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and
in this city.

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the
cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the
aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which
no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are
one for evermore.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the
tellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

The First Lesson Genesis 3:1-22

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’” The woman
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you
shall die.”” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of
the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are your” He said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to
the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your
head, and you will strike his heel.”

Carol Adam Lay Ybounden Boris Ord (1897-1961)
Adam lay ybounden Bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter Thought he not too long
And all was for an apple An apple that he took As clerkes finden Written in their book
Ne had the apple taken been The apple taken been Ne had never our lady A-been heavené queen
Blessed be the time That apple taken was Therefore we moun singen Deo gracias!
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The Second Lesson Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tendetly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the
Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”” All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath
of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but
the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good
tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not
fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and
his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and
gently lead the mother sheep.

Carol Comfort, comfort ye my people (Psalm 42) Hymnal #67
The Third Lesson Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another,
or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Carol Hosanna to the living Lord (Hosanna) Hymnal #7486

The Fourth Lesson Isaiah 7:10-15

The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high
as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said:
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.”

Carols A Star Pepper Choplin (b. 1957)
A star, rising in the east, a messenger of holy peace. A star, shining o'er the earth; the herald of a royal birth.
Upon the darkness shines a light, and from the Lord there comes a sign. Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and shall call his name "Emmanuel”. A star of heavenly design, revealing hope to humankind. A star, a
witness of His care, the answer to the ancient prayer. For unto us a child is born, for unto us a son is given. The
government shall be upon his shoulder. He shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, Almighty God, the Everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace. A star, shining through the night, illumining the way, the truth, the Life.

The angel Gabriel from heaven came (Gabriel’s Message) Hymnal #265



The Fifth Lesson Micah 5:2-4

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock
in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.

Carol Savior of the nations, come! (Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland) Hymnal #54
The Sixth Lesson Isaiah 11:1-9

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The
spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of
the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness
he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness
shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling
together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea.

Carol Lo, how a Rose ¢’er blooming (Es 75t ezn Ros) Hymnal #81
Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus
it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given
to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our
God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a
tearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with
terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals
shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it
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shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146:4-9 (Lo be sung by the choir and congregation) Lauda, anima mea
Robert Enox Henneady
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4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob the Lord lifts up those who are bowed
for their help! * down;
whose hope is in the Lord their God; 8 The Lord loves the righteous;

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and the Lord cares for the stranger; *
all that is in them; * he sustains the orphan and widow,
who keeps his promise for ever; but frustrates the way of the wicked.

6 Who gives justice to those who are 9 The Lord shall reign for ever, *
oppressed, * your God, O Zion, throughout all
and food to those who hunger. generations. Hallelujah!

7 The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *

The Epistle James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the
doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Sequence Hymn Blessed be the God of Israel (Thornbury) Hymnal #444
*Gospel Acclamation Seck ye first (Seek ye first) (verse 1 and alleluia) Hymnal #711
*The Gospel Reading Matthew 11:2-11
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them,
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
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As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom
it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before

>

you.
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist;
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Acclamation Seck ye first (Seek ye first) (alleluia) Hymnal #711
The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans
*The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, On the third day he rose again
the Father, the Almighty, in accordance with the Scriptures;
maker of heaven and earth, he ascended into heaven
of all that is, seen and unseen. and is seated at the right hand of the
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, Father.
the only Son of God, He will come again in glory to judge the
eternally begotten of the Father, living and the dead, and his kingdom
God from God, Light from Light, will have no end.

true God from true God, We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the

begotten, not made . :
" o giver of life, who proceeds from the
of one Being with the Father. Father and the Son.

Through him all things were made. With the Father and the Son he is

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried.

worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resutrrection of the dead,
and the life of the wotld to come. Awen.

*The Prayers of the People

Be strong, do not fear! Our God is coming. Confident that our waiting is not in vain, let us offer
our prayers as we respond, “O come, O come, Emmanuel.”

+ O come Emmanuel, free us from the bondage of our sins, our pride and hypocrisy, our greed
and self-serving interests, that we may know your redeeming love and reveal its liberating joy; let
us pray.

O come, O come, Emmanuel.

+ O Wisdom from on high, show us the path of the Holy Way, and set our feet upon its joy; let
us pray.

O come, O come, Emmanuel.



+ O Lord of Might, who gives sight to the blind and opens the ears of those who cannot hear,
who heals the sick, raises the dead, and brings good news to the poor, give us a share of your
power that we may do the works you do; let us pray.

O come, O come, Emmanuel.

+ O Branch of Jesse’s tree, we give thanks for our spiritual ancestors, by whose faith the lamp
of truth illumines the disciples of every age; let us pray.
O come, O come, Emmanuel.

+ O Key of David, unlock the doors of oppression and violence that imprison humankind, and
set free those living in the bondage of slavery, the victims of abusive relationships, and those
chained by poverty; let us pray.

O come, O come, Emmanuel.

+ O Dayspring from on high, may the dawn overcome every darkness, as your messengers plant
the barren land with the seeds of hope; let us pray.
O come, O come, Emmanuel.

+ O Desire of Nations, free us from the division that separates nations and peoples, and fill the
leaders of the world with a passion for peace; let us pray.
O come, O come, Emmanuel.

+ O Come, Emmanuel, lift up those who are lowly, and raise from the dead those who have
tallen asleep; let us pray.
O come, O come, Emmanuel.

May we continue to proclaim our trust in the Lord’s constant watch, as we add to these prayers
and petitions.

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Roger Jack Sue Emily Pat Peggy Andrew
Charles Julianne Ivy Sara Elaine John Ellen
Shitley Ted Isa Barbara Jack John Bernice
Virginia Lorraine Nick Bev Barb Laura Dustin
Cece Olivia Kathryn Bettie Lee  Trace Tony Greg
Linda Jim Shannon Chris John Tammy &  Jon
Joan Beverly Torin Lisa Hattie Luna Terry

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
David Faulkner, Beverly Beer, Susan Shell, Jane Tissot

*The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Anthem Thou shalt know him when he comes Hal Hopson (1923-2025)

Thou shalt know him when he comes, Not by any din of drums, Nor his manners, nor his airs, Nor by any thing
he wears. Thou shalt know him when he comes, Not by a crown nor by a gown, But his coming known shall be,
By the holy harmony Which his coming makes in thee. Thou shalt know him when he comes.

*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer B



Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almghty, Creator of heaven and earth... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Saznctus) Hymnal #S-124
Stand or kneel as able

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before
he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “T'ake, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember Christ's death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,

We await Christ's coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.
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Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142

( Celebrant People
i =
A - men

The Lord’s Prayer
Fraction Anthem Hymnal #S-161

Invitation to Communion
The gifts of God for the People of God

All peaple are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Hymn Herald, sound the note of judgement (Herald, Sound) Hymnal #70
*Postcommunion Hymn On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry (Winchester New) Hymnal #76

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 366

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank_you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdon.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work_you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Advent Blessing

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility,
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith,
joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded
with unending life. .Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Awmen.

Dismissal Hymnal #S-174
Deacon People
—b— — e .
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Closing Hymn Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding (Merton) Hymnal #59
Postlude Come, thou long expected Jesus Sz Jobn’s Ringers  arr. Martha Lynn Thompson
Liturgical Ministers: Jack Wright, Stephanie Nevels, Pamela Talbott

Virtual Vergers: Beverly Way, John Jackson

Accompanist: Jan Croker

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from

One License with license # A — 724223

2026 Stewardship Envelopes are on the back table in alphabetical order. Questions; please
contact the office (607) 273-6532.

Greening of the Church is on Sun. Dec. 21st! Join us after the 10:30 a.m. service in the church
sanctuary when we decorate the inside of the sanctuary and the church’s front doors for
Christmas! The Altar Guild will supply the evergreens, Christmas trees, ribbons, lights, and bows.
Everyone is welcome! Families and friends are encouraged to come help. It will be more fun if
you come, and it’s a great way to meet other parishioners! If you have a wire cutter, shears or
clippers, please bring them, too. Come join the fun and be amazed at how beautiful St.
John’s looks when we are done!

The Giving Tree is Back: This year we are sponsoring several families from GIAC (Greater
Ithaca Activities Center), Ithaca Welcomes Refugees, and our Special Adult Ministry. Please
consider taking a tag and return either the gift or gift card no later than Sun. Dec. 21. Questions:
please contact Florianna at fgb29@cornell.edu. Thank you for helping to make the season
brighter for so many members of our community!

Christmas Eve Wednesday, December 24
4 p.m. Holy Communion with Carols and Organ; Blessing of the Creche
10:30 p.m. Festive Choral Eucharist

Christmas Day Thursday, December 25
9 am Holy Eucharist with Hymns

Christmas Altar Flowers Anyone wishing to donate toward the Christmas flowers and wreaths
that adorn the nave during Christmas may do so by placing a check in the offering plate, noted
“Christmas Flowers;” or you can mail a check to the church. If you wish the flowers to be in
memory of a loved one, please note that name below, tear off and return this slip with your check.
All names must be received by Tuesday, December 16th at the latest to insure inclusion.

Christmas flowers donated by

in memory of
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St. John's
Stewarcfsﬁijo

GENEROSITY. SERVICE. WORSHIP.

Gratitude

The New Testament consistently teaches us that gratitude to God is expressed through faithful
stewardship—using our gifts, resources, and opportunities responsibly to serve others and glorify
our Creator. As we hear in 1 Peter 4:10

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its
various forms.”

We invite each of you to pray about your stewardship commitment this year.

In that spirit, we ask you to discern via prayerful reflection, how God is calling you to nourish
and support the ministries of our shared faith community of St. John’s, through gifts of your
time, your talents, and your treasure.

By or before January 25, 2026, we encourage you to fill out and deliver an Intention to
Pledge card, expressing the avenues through which you feel led to participate in and to support
the ministries of St. John’s. These cards are available on the window sill in the hallway leading
from the Parish Hall to the sanctuary, on the large table at the rear of the sanctuary, and in each
of the pews.

After you complete your Intention to Pledge card, you may place it in the offertory plate during
a service, mail it to the church office, or drop it in the box on the large table at the rear of the
sanctuary labeled: Intention to Pledge.

Yours in Christ,

St. John’s Stewardship Committee
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St. John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850
(607)-273-6532

www.stjohnsithaca.org

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Director of Music/Organist

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank youl!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff: “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.”
Please call (607) 273-6532 ot email revieffevans@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for November, December, and January is on the table in the rear of
the church.

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hout. There are many
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig.

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call
the church office (607-273-6532).

Christian Formation Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus
in our parish community and our daily lives.

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give candles or Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one,
or to celebrate a special occasion, please call the church office (607-273-6532).
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The Third Sunday of Advent
Lessons and Carols Holy Eucharist Rite Two
December 14, 2025 Year A
Hymns

O come, O come, Emmanuel (Veni,
veni, Emmanuel)
Hymnal #56

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, And
ransom captive Israel, That mourns in
lonely exile here Until the Son of God
appeat.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall
come to thee, O Israel.

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who orderest all things mightily; To us the
path of knowledge show, And teach us in

her ways to go.

Refrain

3 O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine
own from Satan’s tyranny; From depths of
hell Thy people save, And give them
victory over the grave.

Refrain

4 O come, Thou Day-spring, come and
cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And
death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, And

open wide our heavenly home; Make safe

the way that leads on high, And close the
path to misery.

Refrain

6 O come, Desire of nations, bind In one
the hearts of all mankind; Bid Thou our

sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our
King of Peace.
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*Sequence Hymn Blessed be the God
of Israel (Thombury)
Hymnal #444

1 Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes
to set us free; he visits and redeems us, he
grants us liberty. The prophets spoke of
mercy, of freedom and release; God shall

tulfill his promise and bring his people
peace.

2 He from the house of David a child of

grace has given; a Savior comes among us
to raise us up to heaven. Before him goes
his herald, forerunner in the way, the
prophet of salvation, the harbinger of Day.

3 On prisoners of darkness the sun begins
to rise, the dawning of forgiveness upon
the sinners eyes. He guides the feet of
pilgrims along the paths of peace. O bless

our God and Savior with songs that never
cease.

Words: © 1973 Michael A. Petry
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry

(Winchester New)
Hymnal #76

1 On Jor-dan’s bank the Bap-tist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh; Come,
then, and heark-en, for He brings Glad
tid-ings from the King of kings.

E’en now the air, the sea, the land, Feel
that their mak-er is at hand; The very

ele-ments re-joice; And wel-come Him
with cheer-ful voice.

2 Then cleansed be ev-ery Christ-ian breast,
And fur-nished for great a guestl; Yea, let



us each our hearts pre-pare, For Christ to
come and en-ter there

3 For Thou art our sal-va-tion, Lord—
Our re-fuge, and our great re-ward;

Without Thy grace, our souls must fade
And wi-ther like a flow-er de-cayed.

4 Stretch forth Thine hand, to heal our
sore, And make us rise and fall no more;

Once more up-on Thy people shine, And
fill the world with love di-vine.

5 To Him, who left the throne of Heav-en
To save man-kind, all praise be given! Like
praise be to the Fa-ther done, And Ho-ly
Spir-it—Three in Onel!

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding

(Merton)
Hymnal #59

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding. “Christ
is nigh,” it seems to say; “Cast away the
works of darkness, O ye children of the
day.”
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2 Wakened by the solemn warning, from
earth’s bondage let us rise; Christ, our sun,
all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning
skies.

3 Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, comes
with pardon down from heaven; let us
haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all to
be forgiven;

4 so when next he comes with glory, and
the world is wrapped in fear, may he with
his mercy shield us, and with words of love
draw near.

5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the
Father and the Son, with the everlasting
Spirit, while unending ages run.



