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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

December 21, 2025 Year A 
10:30 a.m. 

*Indicates please stand 

Prelude  Prelude in G Major, BWV 884 J. S. Bach (1685–1750) 

A Penitential Order: Rite Two     BCP 351 

*Opening Hymn  Come, thou long expected Jesus (Stuttgart) Hymnal #66 

*Opening Acclamation     Hymnal #S-76 

 

Confession of Sin   BCP #352 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*Kyrie  Hymnal #S-86 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Isaiah 7:10–16 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah 
said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my 
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God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the 
evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 80:1–7, 16–18              (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Qui regis Israel 

 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph 

like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon 
the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and 
Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and 
we shall be saved. 

4 O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to 
drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our 
neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and 
we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your 
right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong 
for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your 
Name. 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and 
we shall be saved. 

The Epistle Romans 1:1–7 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with 
power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ, To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Sequence Hymn  How bright appears the Morning Star (Wie schön leuchtet) Hymnal #497 

*Gospel Acclamation  Seek ye first (Seek ye first)  (verse 1 and alleluia)  Hymnal #711 
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*The Gospel Reading Matthew 1:18–25 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are 
to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

*Gospel Acclamation Seek ye first (Seek ye first) (alleluia)  Hymnal #711 

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 

*The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin 
        Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under  
        Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  
        was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the  
            Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the  
        living and the dead, and his kingdom  
        will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
    giver of life, who proceeds from the  
    Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is  
    worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and  
    apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the  
    forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the People 

From the depths of our interior mansions, and in heightened expectancy of the coming of the 
Messiah, let us offer our prayers, responding, “O come, O come, Emmanuel.” 
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+ O come, Emmanuel and purify our conscience, that we may be an empty vessel prepared for 
the coming of your Word; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Wisdom, open our eyes to the signs of your grace in the world about us, and bind us to your 
will, that we may bear witness to your abundant life; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Lord of Might, strengthen us by your humility, that as we drink from the tears of the poor, 
and eat from their outstretched hands, we may be filled with the riches of enduring faith; let us 
pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Branch of Jesse, stretch out your limbs of hope, that all the peoples of the world may come 
under the shade of your tree, where war shall cease and the fruits of love flourish; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Key of David, unlock our fear of those who differ from us, and remind us that the essence 
of our being is one, united across nations and races, cultures and time; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Dayspring from on high, fill us with thanksgiving at the beginning of the day, and when 
night falls place within us a heart of gratitude; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Desire of Nations, grant our leaders moral and ethical wholesomeness, that together with 
them we may form a just and righteous society; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O come, Emmanuel, do not tarry; to the dead bring life, to the living hope, and to all creation 
the renewal of your first gifts; let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, let us continue our prayers. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Roger 
Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 
Linda 
Joan 
Jack 
Julianne 
Ted 

Lorraine 
Olivia 
Jim 
Beverly 
Sue 
Ivy 
Isa 
Nick 
Kathryn 

Shannon 
Torin 
Emily 
Sara 
Barbara 
Bev 
Bettie Lee 
Chris 
Lisa 

Pat 
Elaine 
Jack 
Barb 
Trace 
John 
Hattie 
Peggy 
John 

John 
Laura 
Tony 
Tammy & 
Luna 
Andrew 
Ellen 
Bernice 
Dustin 

Greg 
Jon 
Terry 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Tim Schmidle, Alice Wagner, Phoebe Hain, Gabriel Henry, Jim Johnson 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
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Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Anthem  E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come Paul Manz (1919–2009) 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer B 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almghty, Creator of heaven and earth… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-124 

Stand or kneel as able 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before 
he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember Christ’s death, 

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 

We await Christ ’s coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
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Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem    Hymnal #S-161 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn  Redeemer of the nations, come (Veni Redemptor gentium) Hymnal #55 

*Postcommunion Hymn  Creator of the stars of night (Conditor alme siderum) Hymnal #60 

Postcommunion Prayer   BCP 366 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Advent Blessing 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, 
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
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May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded 
with unending life. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Closing Hymn  Hark! The glad sound! The Savior comes (Richmond) Hymnal #72 

Postlude  Étude op. 10 no. 8 in F major Frédéric François Chopin (1810–49) 

Liturgical Ministers:  Lillian Wright, Sara VanLooy, Margaret Johnson 

Virtual Vergers:  John Jackson, Beverly Way 

Accompanist:  Nathaniel Shuhan 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 

2026 Stewardship Envelopes are on the back table in alphabetical order. Questions; please 
contact the office (607) 273-6532. 

Greening of the Church is today!  Join us after the 10:30 a.m. service in the church sanctuary 
when we decorate the inside of the sanctuary and the church’s front doors for Christmas! The 
Altar Guild will supply the evergreens, Christmas trees, ribbons, lights, and bows. Everyone is 
welcome! Families and friends are encouraged to come help.  It will be more fun if you come, 
and it’s a great way to meet other parishioners!  If you have a wire cutter, shears or clippers, 
please bring them, too. Come join the fun and be amazed at how beautiful St. John’s looks 
when we are done! 

The Giving Tree is Back: This year we are sponsoring several families from GIAC (Greater 
Ithaca Activities Center), Ithaca Welcomes Refugees, and our Special Adult Ministry. Please 
consider taking a tag and return either the gift or gift card no later than the end of today. 
Questions: please contact Florianna at fgb29@cornell.edu. Thank you for helping to make the 
season brighter for so many members of our community! 

Christmas Eve  Wednesday, December 24  
4 p.m. Holy Communion with Carols and Organ; Blessing of the Crèche 
10:30 p.m. Festive Choral Eucharist 

Christmas Day  Thursday, December 25 
9 am Holy Eucharist with Hymns 

mailto:fgb29@cornell.edu
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532 
  www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster  

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at 
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank you!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee 
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” 
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for November, December, and January is on the table in the rear of 
the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many 
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call 
the church office (607-273-6532). 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for 
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus 
in our parish community and our daily lives. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give candles or Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, 
or to celebrate a special occasion, please call the church office (607-273-6532).  
  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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Gratitude 

The New Testament consistently teaches us that gratitude to God is expressed through faithful 
stewardship—using our gifts, resources, and opportunities responsibly to serve others and glorify 
our Creator.  As we hear in 1 Peter 4:10 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms.” 

We invite each of you to pray about your stewardship commitment this year. 

In that spirit, we ask you to discern via prayerful reflection, how God is calling you to nourish 
and support the ministries of our shared faith community of St. John’s, through gifts of your 
time, your talents, and your treasure. 

By or before January 25, 2026, we encourage you to fill out and deliver an Intention to 
Pledge card, expressing the avenues through which you feel led to participate in and to support 
the ministries of St. John’s.  These cards are available on the window sill in the hallway leading 
from the Parish Hall to the sanctuary, on the large table at the rear of the sanctuary, and in each 
of the pews.  

After you complete your Intention to Pledge card, you may place it in the offertory plate during 
a service, mail it to the church office, or drop it in the box on the large table at the rear of the 
sanctuary labeled: Intention to Pledge. 

Yours in Christ, 
 
St. John’s Stewardship Committee 
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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

December 21, 2025 Year A 
Hymns 

Come, thou long expected Jesus 
(Stuttgart)  
Hymnal #66 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 

2 Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art: 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

3 Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a king, 
born to reign in us for ever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4 By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

How bright appears the Morning Star 
(Wie schön leuchtet)  
Hymnal #497 
How bright appears the Morning Star, 
with mercy beaming from afar; 
the host of heaven rejoices; 
O righteous Branch, O Jesse’s Rod! 
Thou Son of Man and Son of God! 
We, too, will lift our voices: 
Jesus, Jesus! 
Holy, holy, yet most lowly, 
draw thou near us; 
great Emmanuel, come and hear us. 

Though circled by the hosts on high, 
he deigned to cast a pitying eye 
upon his helpless creature; 
the whole creation’s Head and Lord, 
by highest seraphim adored, 
assumed our very nature; 
Jesus, grant us, 

through thy merit, to inherit 
thy salvation; 
hear, O hear our supplication. 

Rejoice, ye heavens; thou earth, reply; 
with praise, ye sinners, fill the sky, 
for this his Incarnation. 
Incarnate God, put forth thy power, 
ride on, ride on, great Conqueror, 
till all know thy salvation. 
Amen, amen! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise be given 
evermore, by earth and heaven. 

Creator of the stars of night  
(Conditor alme siderum)  
Hymnal #60 

1 How bright appears the Morning Star, 
with mercy beaming from afar; the host of 
heaven rejoices; O righteous Branch, O 
Jesse’s Rod! Thou Son of Man and Son of 
God! We, too, will lift our voices: Jesus, 
Jesus! Holy, holy, yet most lowly, draw thou 
near us; great Emmanuel, come and hear us. 

2 Though circled by the hosts on high, he 
deigned to cast a pitying eye upon his 
helpless creature; the whole creation’s Head 
and Lord, by highest seraphim adored, 
assumed our very nature; Jesus, grant us, 
through thy merit, to inherit thy salvation; 
hear, O hear our supplication. 

3 Rejoice, ye heavens; thou earth, reply; 
with praise, ye sinners, fill the sky, for this 
his Incarnation. Incarnate God, put forth 
thy power, ride on, ride on, great 
Conqueror, till all know thy salvation. 
Amen, amen! Alleluia, alleluia! Praise be 
given evermore, by earth and heaven.  
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Hark! The glad sound! The Savior 
comes (Richmond)  
Hymnal #72 

1 Hark, the glad sound! the Savior comes, 
the Savior promised long: let every heart 
prepare a throne, and every voice a song.  

2 He comes, the prisoners to release in 
Satan’s bondage held; the gates of brass 
before him burst, the iron fetters yield.  

3 He comes, the broken heart to bind, the 
bleeding soul to cure; and with the treasures 
of his grace to enrich the humble poor.  

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, thy 
welcome shall proclaim; and heaven’s 
eternal arches ring with thy beloved Name.  

 

 


