The First Sunday after The Epiphany:
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
January 11, 2026 Year A
10:30 a.m.

*Indicates please stand

Prelude Prelude in D Minor, BWV 811 J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
*Opening Hymn “I come,” the great Redeemer cries (This Endris Nyght) Hymnal #116
*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76
_ Celerans
 peope . .
And s be i Kingdom, now and for v - cr. A men
Collect for Purity BCP #355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord, Awzen.

*Gloria Hymnal #S-279
Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The First Lesson Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make
it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from
it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have
called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is
my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come
to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 29 (Lo be sung acapella led by the cantor) Afferte Domino

Refrain
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and atrips  the  for - ests bare. % And in the temple of the Lord
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all are oy - ing. “Glo - ry!” Refrain 10. The Lond sits enthroned above the flood;
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the Lord sits enthroned as King for ev - er-more. 11 The Loed shall give strength
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to his peo-ple; the Lord shall give his people the bles - sing of peace. Refrain
from Gradual Psalms for the RCL, ed. Bruce E. Ford, Church Publishing Incorporated.




The Epistle Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Sequence Hymn We know that Christ is raised (Engelberg) Hymnal #296
*Gospel Acclamation
ﬂﬁ# Alleluia |
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3## Gal. 3: 27
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Wal of wyou who were baptized into Christ have clothed your - selves  with Christ.
*The Gospel Reading Matthew 3:13-17
The Holy Gospel of our Lotd Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him,
“Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Celebrant: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to
Jesus Christ?

People: I do.
Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father?
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?



People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant: Wil you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the
bread, and in the prayers?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Wil you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?

People: I will, with God’s help.

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water
and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his
grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Awen.

*The Prayers of the People

Through Christ we are anointed with the Holy Spirit in baptism. May the same Spirit inspire us
as we offer our prayers, responding, “Hear us, God of Glory.”

+ For an overflowing gift of generosity, that we may reflect God’s abundant care for all of
creation, lifting others out of systemic poverty, increasing the mission work of our churches, and
reaping the joy of a philanthropic life; let us pray.

Hear us, God of Glory.

+ For the courage to walk through the tranquil and turbulent waters of life, knowing that in our
baptism we died with Christ in darkness and joined him in the risen light; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.

+ For our President, and all who exercise authority in the nations of the world, that they will
faithfully establish justice on earth, and carry the torch of freedom and peace into all their

deliberations; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.

+ For the Church, that it may bear witness to Jesus’ forgiveness and love, offering to those
outside its walls the light that illumines all darkness and releases humanity from the grip of sin;

let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.

+ That we may know our identity through the voice of God, who claims us as his beloved sons
and daughters, and invites us to share in his earthly mission; let us pray.
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Hear us, God of Glory.

+ In thanksgiving for the Body and Blood of Christ, a foretaste of that heavenly banquet upon

which the faithful departed continually feast; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.

In companionship with the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints whose constant intercession
strengthens our faith, let us continue our prayers.

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Chatles Beverly Laura
Shirley Bettie Lee Harold
Virginia Bev

Joan Tylor

We pray for the repose of the soul of Jim Johnson.

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Virginia Fenton, Cassady Richardson, Ceril Sandstrom

*The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with yon.
Announcements & Welcome
Offertory Sentence
Offertory Anthem The 23rd Psalm Jim Taylor
*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer B
Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120
, Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.

Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant

T
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
[ - i s I 1 2 A r -
— -y
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almghty, Creator of heaven and earth... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-131
Stand or kneel as able

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
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and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before
he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “T'ake, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,

We await Christ's coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142
( Celebrant People
= v v — T—® !
A - men
The Lord’s Prayer
Fraction Anthem Hymnal #S-155

Invitation to Communion

The gifts of God for the People of God

All peaple are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Hymn The sinless one to Jordan came (Solennis haec festivitas) Hymnal #120

*Postcommunion Hymn Shall we gather at the river (Robert Lowry) LEVAS #141



Postcommunion Prayer BCP 366

Almighty and everliving God, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

we thank_you for feeding us with the spiritual food And now, Father, send us out

of the most precious Body and Blood to do the work you have given us to do,

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; to love and serve you

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

that we are living members of the Body of 1o him, to yon, and to the Holy Spirit,

your Son, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Epiphany Blessing

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the Light
from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord. Awen.

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his baptism in the Jordan
River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new birth. Amen.

May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, transform your
lives and make glad your hearts. Awzen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and

remain with you for ever. Awmen.

Dismissal Hymnal #S-174
- e

Go in peace to love and serve the L\o‘r‘-:i/. Thanks be to G:::l/.
Closing Hymn Oh love, how deep (Deus tuorum, nilitum) Hymnal #448
Postlude Gigue: English Suite D minor J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Liturgical Ministers: Ceril Sandstrom, Susan Backstrom, Gwen Freeman
Virtual Vergers: Beverly Way, Isabel Evans
Accompanist: Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Gloria Blue by Ezra Baptist,
Stephanie Nevels, and 1illian Wright.

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this setvice obtained from

One License with license # A — 724223
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St. John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 (607)-273-6532
www.stjohnsithaca.org Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

If you would like to contribute to our ministries, you may make a secure donation at
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thank youl!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff: “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please
call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for November, December, and January is in the rear of the church.

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour. There are many
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig,

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call the
church office (607-273-6532).

Christian Formation Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for our
Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in our
parish community and our daily lives.

2026 Stewardship Envelopes are on the back table in alphabetical order. Questions; please contact
the office (607) 273-6532.

Prayer List: Starting today, we will have a new prayer list. If you put a name on last year’s prayer
list and want it to remain on the list, please call 607-273-6532 or email office@stjohnsithaca.org.

Please Note: St. John’s Vestry has approved a proposal from Smith and Gilbert, LL.C to revitalize
the console of our 1967 Schlicker organ. This will include refurbishing the keyboards and providing
a new operating system for the organ. Smith and Gilbert will remove the console on Monday,
December 29 to begin the work. The project will be completed by March 27, 2026 so that the organ
will be available for Easter services. In the meantime, we'll be using the piano for accompaniment at
the 10:30 service.
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The First Sunday after The Epiphany:
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY

January 11, 2026 Year A
Hymns
“I come,” the great Redeemer cries 4. A new creation comes to life and grows as
(This Endris Nyght) Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood..
Hymnal #116 The universe restored and whole will sing.

1. "I come," the great Redeemer cries,
"To do thy will, O Lord!"

At Jordan's stream, behold!

He seals the sure prophetic word.

2. "Thus it becomes to fulfill

all righteousness," he said.

Then, faithful to the Lotrd's commands,
through Jordan's flood was led.

3. Hark, a glad voice! The Father speaks
from heaven's exalted height:

"This is my Son, my well-beloved

in whom I take delight."

4. The Savior Jesus, well-beloved!
His Name we will profess,

like him desirous to fulfill

God's will in righteousness.

5. No more we'll count ourselves our own
but his in bonds of love.

Oh, may such bonds for ever draw

our souls to things above!

We know that Christ is raised
(Engelberg)
Hymnal #296

1. We know that Christ is raised and dies no
more. Embraced by death he broke its fearful
hold; and our despair he turned blazing joy.
Alleluial

2. We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn we share with him an Easter life as
living members of a living Christ.

3. The Father’s splendor clothes the Son with
life. The Spirit’s power shakes the Church of
God; baptized, we live with God the Three in
One.

Words: Used by permission of the author.

Shall we gather at the river (Robert

Lowry)
LEVAS #141

1.1 Shall we gather at the river,
Where bright angel feet have trod;
With its crystal tide forever
Flowing by the throne of God?

Refrain:

Yes, we'll gather at the river,

The beautiful, the beautiful river;
Gather with the saints at the river
That flows by the throne of God.

2 On the margin of the river,
Washing up its silver spray,

We will walk and worship ever,
All the happy golden day. [Refrain]

3 Ere we reach the shining river,

Lay we ev'ry burden down;

Grace our spirits will deliver,

And provide a robe and crown. [Refrain]

4 Soon we'll reach the shining river,
Soon our pilgrimage will cease;
Soon our happy hearts will quiver

With the melody of peace. [Refrain]

Oh love, how deep
(Deus tuorum, militum)
Hymnal #448

1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high,
how passing thought and fantasy,

that God, the Son of God, should take
our mortal form for mortals' sake!

2 For us baptized, for us he bore
his holy fast and hungered sore;



for us temptations sharp he knew; 5 For us he rose from death again;
for us the tempter overthrew. for us he went on high to reign;
for us he sent his Spirit here

3F h d; f he taught; .
Or us he prayed; Tor us he taug to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

for us his daily works he wrought:
by words and signs and actions, thus 6 All glory to our Lord and God
still seeking not himself, but us. for love so deep, so high, so broad;
the Trinity whom we adore

4 For us to wicked hands betrayed,
for ever and for evermore.

scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed,
he bore the shameful cross and death;
for us gave up his dying breath.
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