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The Fourth Sunday after The Epiphany 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

February 1, 2026 Year A 
10:30 a.m. 

*Indicates please stand 

Prelude   

*Opening Hymn  Blest are the pure in heart (Franconia) Hymnal #656 

*Opening Acclamation     Hymnal #S-76 

 

Collect for Purity   BCP #355 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

*Kyrie  Hymnal #S-96 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear 
the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Micah 6:1–8 

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 
voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the 
earth; or the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my 
people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up 
from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you 
may know the saving acts of the Lord.” “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself 
before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will 
the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give 
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, 
O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 15                        (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Domine, quis habitabit? 

 

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
who may abide upon your holy hill? 

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does 
what is right, * 
who speaks the truth from his heart. 

3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 
he does no evil to his friend; * 
he does not heap contempt upon his 
neighbor. 

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
but he honors those who fear the Lord. 

5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 
and does not take back his word. 

6 He does not give his money in hope of 
gain, * 
nor does he take a bribe against the 
innocent. 

7 Whoever does these things * 
shall never be overthrown. 

The Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save 
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness 
is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 
so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in 
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

* Gradual Hymn  Christ is the world’s true Light (St. Joan) Hymnal #542 
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*Gospel Acclamation  (Led by the cantor)  

 

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 5:1–12 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

(All repeat the alleluia) 

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 

*The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin 
        Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under  
        Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  
        was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the  
            Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the  
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        living and the dead, and his kingdom  
        will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
    giver of life, who proceeds from the  
    Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is  
    worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and  
    apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the  
    forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the People 

Let us offer our prayers to God, who calls us to do justice, and to love kindness, and to humbly 
walk in his footsteps, responding, “Hear us, God of Glory.” 

+ For the grace to balance worldly life with divine wisdom, seeing in holy foolishness the strength 
and conviction that overpowers our attachments to false treasures; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

+ For those who are prisoners throughout the world, especially in our community; those whom 
society has spurned; those in the darkness of despair; all who are living with disease and pain; 
and those who are unable to share burdens too deep to reveal, that God’s love may be found by 
all who wait in hope; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

+ That we will open our hands and hearts to do God’s work, reaching out to others so that God’s 
love is revealed through our ministry and devotion; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

+ For our President, those who serve in our national and local legislative bodies, and those who 
sit on courts of justice, that they may be given godly wisdom and insight for those decisions 
which fall into shadows of uncertainty; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

+ For those considering the rites of baptism and confirmation during the season of Easter, that 
they may consider seriously what it means to be transformed by God’s word, revealed through 
holy scripture and the Church; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

+In thanksgiving for the new life that awaits all who engage in the daily reality of death and 
resurrection, remembering especially all who have died; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

In purity of heart and generosity of spirit, let us continue our prayers. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Charles 
Shirley 
Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 
Bettie Lee 

Bev 
Tylor  
Laura 
Harold 
Roger 
Massaia family 

Jack 
Chris 
Olivia  
Kathryn 
Traci 
Lori Lynn 
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We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Mitzi Clark, Ben Norton, David Eichner, Muriel Everhart, Stephen Miller 

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor:  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Anthem  Simple Gifts  arranged by Hal Hopson 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer B 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Stand or kneel as able 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before 
he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember Christ’s death, 

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 

We await Christ ’s coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem    Hymnal #S-164 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
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Communion Hymn  Lord, make us servants of your peace (Dickinson College)    Hymnal #593 

*Post Communion Hymn All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine (Engelberg) Hymnal #477 

Post Communion Prayer   BCP 366 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing  

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Closing Hymn  Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! (Birmingham) Hymnal #437 

Postlude   

Liturgical Ministers:  Lauri Keegan, Stephanie Nevels, Susan Backstrom 

Virtual Vergers:  Sara VanLooy, Isabel Evans 

Accompanist:  Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou    

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Cece Hedrick  
by Libby Hedrick and Jake Ferris 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and place 

it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE AVAILABLE 
IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532 
  www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster  

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee 
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” 
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many 
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call 
the church office (607-273-6532). 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for 
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus 
in our parish community and our daily lives. 

Please Note: St. John’s Vestry has approved a proposal from Smith and Gilbert, LLC to 
revitalize the console of our 1967 Schlicker organ. This will include refurbishing the keyboards 
and providing a new operating system for the organ. The project will be completed by March 27, 
2026 so that the organ will be available for Easter services. In the meantime, we'll be using the 
piano for accompaniment at the 10:30 service.  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Fourth Sunday after The Epiphany 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

February 1, 2026 Year A 
Hymns 

Blest are the pure in heart (Franconia) 
Hymnal #656 

1 Blest are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see our God; 
the secret of the Lord is theirs, 
their soul is Christ's abode. 

2 The Lord, who left the heavens 
our life and peace to bring, 
to dwell in lowliness with us, 
our pattern and our King; 

3 he to the lowly soul  
will still himself impart 
and for his dwelling and his throne 
will choose the pure in heart. 

4 Lord, we thy presence seek; 
may ours this blessing be; 
give us a pure and lowly heart, 
a temple fit for thee. 

Christ is the world’s true Light (St. Joan) 
Hymnal #542 

1 Christ is the world's true light, 
its Captain of salvation, 
the Daystar clear and bright 
of every land and nation; 
new life, new hope awakes, 
for all who own his sway: 
freedom her bondage breaks, 
and night is turned to day. 

2 In Christ all races meet, 
their ancient feuds forgetting, 
the whole round world complete, 
from sunrise to its setting: 
when Christ is throned as Lord, 
all shall forsake their fear, 
to plough-share beat the sword, 
to pruning hook the spear. 

3 One Lord, in one great name 
unite us all who own thee; 
cast out our pride and shame 

that hinder to enthrone thee; 
the world has waited long, 
has travailed long in pain; 
to heal its ancient wrong, 
come, Prince of Peace, and reign. 

Words: By permission of Oxford University Press 

All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine 
(Engelberg)  
Hymnal #477 

1 All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine, 
didst yield your glory that of right was thine, 
that in our darkened hearts thy grace might 
shine: 
Alleluia! 

2 Thou cam'st to us in lowliness of thought; 
by thee the outcast and the poor were sought, 
and by thy death was God's salvation wrought: 
Alleluia! 

3 Let this mind be in us which was in thee, 
who wast a servant that we might be free, 
humbling thyself to death on Calvary: 
Alleluia! 

4 Wherefore, by God's eternal purpose, thou 
art high exalted o'er all creatures now, 
and given the name to which all knees shall 
bow: 
Alleluia! 

5 Let every tongue confess with one accord 
in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
and God the Father be by all adored: 
Alleluia! 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the 
Lord! (Birmingham) 
Hymnal #437 

1  Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
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2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has 
done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name, the Lord, the mighty one. 

3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to 
flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore! 

Words: © Copyright 1962 by Hope Publishing 

 


