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The First Sunday in Lent 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
February 22, 2026 Year A 

10:30 a.m. 
*Indicates please stand as able 

 

The Great Litany Hymnal #S-67 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly 
to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each 
of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And 
the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall die.” 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, 
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 
touch it, or you shall die.’“ But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes 
of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together 
and made loincloths for themselves. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 32                            (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Beati quorum 

 

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are 
forgiven, * 
and whose sin is put away! 

2 Happy are they to whom 
the LORD imputes no guilt, * 
and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

3 While I held my tongue, my bones 
withered away, * 
because of my groaning all day long. 

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day 
and night; * 
my moisture was dried up as in the 
heat of summer. 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, * 
and did not conceal my guilt. 

6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions 
to the LORD.” * 
Then you forgave me the guilt of  
my sin. 

7 Therefore all the faithful will make their 
prayers to you in time of trouble; * 

when the great waters overflow, they 
shall not reach them. 

8 You are my hiding-place; 
you preserve me from trouble; * 
you surround me with shouts of 
deliverance. 

9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the 
way that you should go; * 
I will guide you with my eye. 

10 Do not be like horse or mule, which 
have no understanding; * 
who must be fitted with bit and 
bridle, 
or else they will not stay near you.” 

11 Great are the tribulations of the 
wicked; * 
but mercy embraces those who trust 
in the LORD. 

12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in 
the LORD; * 
shout for joy, all who are true of 
heart. 

The Epistle Romans 5:12–19 

As sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread 
to all because all have sinned—sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not 
reckoned when there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even 
over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who 
was to come. 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, 
much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded for the many. And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man ’s sin. 
For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following 
many trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised 
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dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace 
and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as by the one man's disobedience 
the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual Hymn  Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us (Dulce carmen) Hymnal #559 

*Tract  (Led by the cantor) 

 

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 4:1–11 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, 
“It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth 
of God.’” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command 
his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not 
dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’” 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down 
and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and 
waited on him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

(All repeat the tract)  

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 
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*The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin 
        Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under  
        Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  
        was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the  
            Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the  
        living and the dead, and his kingdom  
        will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
    giver of life, who proceeds from the  
    Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is  
    worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and  
    apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the  
    forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*The Peace  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Anthem  Thou knowest, Lord Henry Purcell (1659–95) 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 
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Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-122 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Fraction Anthem    Hymnal #S-160 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn Now let us all with one accord (Ex more docti mystico) Hymnal #146 

*Postcommunion Hymn A mighty fortress is our God (Ein feste Burg) Hymnal #688 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Prayer Over the People 

Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and put their whole 
trust in your strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in the protection of your loving 
providence, through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 
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Closing Hymn   O love, how deep, how broad (Deus tuorum militum) Hymnal #448 

Postlude   

Liturgical Ministers:  Kang Meng, Cora Yao, Stephanie Nevels 

Virtual Vergers:  Sara VanLooy, Isabel Evans 

Accompanist:  Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou    

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Charles 
Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 
Bettie Lee 
Bev 
Tylor  

Laura 
Roger 
Jack 
Massaia family 
Chris 
Olivia  
Kathryn 

Traci 
Gabe 
John 
Pete 
Suzanne 
 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Rosemary McKee, Monica Van Fleet, Jane Ryan 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in Memory of Col. Richard Comstock  
by Richard Comstock, Jr. 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850   (607)-273-6532 

  www.stjohnsithaca.org   Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster  

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee 
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to 
meet.” Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are 
many ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please 
call the church office (607-273-6532). 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for 
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow 
Jesus in our parish community and our daily lives. 

Please Note: St. John’s Vestry has approved a proposal from Smith and Gilbert, LLC to 
revitalize the console of our 1967 Schlicker organ. This will include refurbishing the keyboards 
and providing a new operating system for the organ. The project will be completed by March 
27, 2026 so that the organ will be available for Easter services. In the meantime, we'll be using 
the piano for accompaniment at the 10:30 service.  

Seeking Stories From Women of Faith https://catholiccourier.com/articles/finger-lakes-
area-catholic-seeks-stories-from-women-of-faith/ To learn more about the project or submit 
a story, contact Jill Sandroni at flfaithjourney@gmail.com.  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
https://catholiccourier.com/articles/finger-lakes-area-catholic-seeks-stories-from-women-of-faith/
https://catholiccourier.com/articles/finger-lakes-area-catholic-seeks-stories-from-women-of-faith/
mailto:flfaithjourney@gmail.com
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The First Sunday in Lent 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

February 22, 2026 Year A 
Hymns 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  
(Dulce carmen) 
Hymnal #559 

1 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
for we have no help but thee; 
yet possessing every blessing, 
if our God our Father be. 

2 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us: 
all our weakness thou dost know; 
thou didst tread this earth before us, 
thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
lone and dreary, faint and weary, 
through the desert thou didst go. 

3 Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
love with every passion blending, 
pleasure that can never cloy: 
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
nothing can our peace destroy. 

Now let us all with one accord  
(Ex more docti mystico) 
Hymnal #146 

1 Now let us all with one accord  
in company with ages past,  
keep vigil with our heavenly Lord, 
in his temptation and his fast. 

2 The covenant so long revealed, 
to those of faith in former time, 
Christ by his own example sealed 
the Lord of love, in love sublime. 

3 Your love, O Lord, our sinful race, 
has not returned, but falsified; 
author of mercy, turn your face, 
and grant repentance for our pride. 

Words: Copyright © by James Quinn SJ Printed by 
Permission of Geoffrey Chapman 

A mighty fortress is our God  
(Ein feste Burg)  
Hymnal #688 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
does seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

2 Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God's own choosing. 
You ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same; 
and he must win the battle. 

3 And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God has willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo! his doom is sure; 
one little word shall fell him. 

4 That Word above all earthly powers 
no thanks to them abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill: 
God's truth abideth still; 
his kingdom is forever! 
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O love, how deep, how broad  
(Deus tuorum militum) 
Hymnal #448 

1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high,  
how passing thought and fantasy,  
that God, the Son of God, should take  
our mortal form for mortals' sake!  

2 For us baptized, for us he bore  
his holy fast and hungered sore;  
for us temptations sharp he knew;  
for us the tempter overthrew.  

3 For us he prayed; for us he taught;  
for us his daily works he wrought:  
by words and signs and actions, thus  
still seeking not himself, but us.  

4 For us to wicked hands betrayed,  
scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed,  
he bore the shameful cross and death;  
for us gave up his dying breath.  

5 For us he rose from death again;  
for us he went on high to reign;  
for us he sent his Spirit here  
to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.  

6 All glory to our Lord and God  
for love so deep, so high, so broad;  
the Trinity whom we adore  
for ever and for evermore. 

 


