The Second Sunday in Lent
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
March 1, 2026 Year A
10:30 a.m.

*Indicates please stand as able

Prelude

*Opening Hymn Lift high the cross ([Crucifer)

*Opening Acclamation

L Celebrant
a

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.

People
b ———————

His mercy en- dures for ev - er.

Setting: Ambrosian chant; adapt. Mason Martens (b. 1933)

The Decalogue

Hear the commandments of God to his
people: I am the Lord your God who brought
you out of bondage. You shall have no other
gods but me.

Amen. Lord have mer).

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have merey.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of
the Lord your God.

Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Confession of Sin

Hymnal #473
Hymnal #S-82

BCP #350

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not covet anything that belongs to
your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mery.
BCP #352

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved yon with onr whole heart,
we have not loved onr neighbors as ourselyes.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. .Amen.

*Trisagion

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.

Hymnal #S-99
BCP 357



O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your
ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Genesis 12:1-4a

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the
land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses
you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 121 (Lo be sung by the choir and congregation) Levavi oculos
Ay Jerome Webster Meachen
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1 Ilift up my eyes to the hills; * 5 The LORD himself watches over you; *
from where is my help to come? the LORD is your shade at your right hand,
2 My help comes from the LORD, * 6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
the maker of heaven and earth. nor the moon by night.
3 He will not let your foot be moved * 7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; *
and he who watches over you will not fall it is he who shall keep you safe.
asleep. 8 The LORD shall watch over your going out
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * and your coming in, *
shall neither slumber nor sleep; from this time forth for evermore.
The Epistle Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what
does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now
to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without
works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no
law, neither is there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many



nations”’)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do not exist.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit (Eugene Hancock) LEVAS #121

*Tract (Led by the cantor)

Refrain
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My  help comes from the Lord, the mak- er of heav'n and earth.
from Gradual Psalms for the RCL, ed. Bruce E. Ford, Church Publishing Incorporated
*The Gospel Reading John 3:1-17

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you ate a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no
one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without
being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is
spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these
things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
(Al repeat the tract)

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans



*The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried.

*The Prayers of the People

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lozrd, the

giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the wotld to come. Amen.

Let us pray to the one who renews our life and restores our fortunes, as we respond, “Kyrie eleison.”

+ That we may be willing to make extraordinary journeys in response to the gospel, leaving behind
old patterns of living, and embracing the new path that God is setting before us, knowing that he
will watch over us and preserve us from the Evil One; let us pray.

Kyrie eleison.

+ For the grace to recognize the power of envy and jealousy that reside in our hearts, and to dispel
the demons that masquerade as their glory, trusting that God’s transforming hand will conform us
to the Body of Christ; let us pray.

Kyrie elezson.

+ That we may honor the worker, paying a fair wage for honest labor; let us pray.
Kyrie eleison.

+ That we may see our salvation through the lens of faith, focusing on the endless mercy of Jesus
Christ, through whom we have been justified and given the gift of everlasting life; let us pray.
Kyrie eleison.

+ For all who have died, and for all who are afraid to die to the memories which enslave them to
the past, that stones may be removed from every tomb which keeps us from sharing in Christ’s
promise of abundant life; let us pray.

Kyrie eleison.

+ That this Eucharistic Meal may strengthen us in our lenten resolve to live more deeply into the
heart of God’s word; let us pray.
Kyrie elezson.



+ That candidates for baptism and confirmation and their families may marvel at the presence of
God throughout history and in the midst of our current age; let us pray.
Kyrie eleison.

As a people born of water and the Spirit, let us join in the continuation of our prayers.

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Charles Tylor Olivia Suzanne
Virginia Laura Kathryn Priscilla
Joan Roger Tract Robert
Beverly Jack Gabe Patricia
Bettie Lee Massaia family John

Bev Chris Pete

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Sue Dale-Hall, Dani Wassink

*The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with yon.

Announcements & Welcome

Offertory Sentence

Offertory Anthem God So Loved the World John Stainer (1840-1901)
*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer A

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you,

Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

N —— [ — — w
g— —

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: continuing: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-122

Holy, hoby, holy, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
maker of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in Christ.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142
L Celebrant People
. v — T —
A - men.
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364
Fraction Anthem Hymnal #S-160

Invitation to Communion
The gifts of God for the People of God
All people are invited to the Lord’s Table.

Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Hymn And now, O Father, mindful of the love (Unde et memores) ~ Hymnal #337
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*Postcommunion Hymn How firm a foundation (Foundation) Hymnal #636

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of bis Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and conrage

to love and serve yon

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Prayer Over the People

Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and put their whole trust in
your strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in the protection of your loving providence, through
Christ our Lord, Amen.

Dismissal Hymnal #S-174
acon People
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Go in peace to love andserve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Closing Hymn The God of Abraham praise (Leonz) Hymnal #401
Postlude Be Thou My Vision 5% John’s Ringers arr. Douglas E. Wagner

Liturgical Ministers: Johnny Conklyn, Margaret Johnson, Sally Clayton
Virtual Vergers: John Jackson, Michael Roman
Accompanist: Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou

The Eucharistic and Ambry candles are given to the Glory of God in memory of Edith N. Arlin
and Irene Noss by Mary Arlin

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card and
place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A — 724223



St. John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 (607)-273-6532
www.stjohnsithaca.org Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.otrg
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/.
Thanks!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff: “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please
call (607) 273-6532 or email revieffevans@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is in the rear of the church.

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour. Thetre are many
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig,

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call
the church office (607-273-6532).

Christian Formation Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for our
Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in our
parish community and our daily lives.

Please Note: St. John’s Vestry has approved a proposal from Smith and Gilbert, LLC to revitalize
the console of our 1967 Schlicker organ. This will include refurbishing the keyboards and providing
a new operating system for the organ. The project will be completed by March 27, 2026 so that the
organ will be available for EHaster services. In the meantime, we'll be using the piano for
accompaniment at the 10:30 service.

Seeking Stories From Women of Faith https://catholiccourier.com/articles/finger-lakes-area-

catholic-secks-stories-from-women-of-faith/ To learn more about the project or submit a story,
contact Jill Sandroni at flfaithjournev@gmail.com.
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The Second Sunday in Lent
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY

March 1, 2026 Year A
Hymns

Lift high the cross (Crucifer)
Hymnal #473

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

1. Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conq'ring ranks combine.
[Refrain]

2. Each newborn servant of the Crucified beats
on the brow the seal of him who died. [Refrain]

3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, as
thou hast promised, draw the world to Thee.
[Refrain]

4. So shall our song of triumph ever be: praise
to the Crucified for victory. [Refrain]

Words: By permission of Hymns, Ancient and Modern, Ltd.

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit
(Eugene Hancock)
LEVAS #121

1 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King:
Heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,
Faithfully now God’s praise we sing.

2 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
Dead in the tomb with Christ our King:
One with his rising, freed and forgiven,
Thankfully now God’s praise we sing.

3 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
Marked with the sign of Christ our King:
Born of one Father, we are his children,
Joyfully now God’s praise we sing.

How firm a foundation (Foundation)
Hymnal #636

1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2 "Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed!
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to
stand,

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

3 "When through the deep waters I call thee to
g0,

the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;

for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

4 "When through fiery trials thy pathway shall
lie,

my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

5 "The soul that to Jesus hath fled for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;

that soul, though all hell shall endeavor to
shake,

I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake."

The God of Abraham praise (Leoni)
Hymnal #401

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns
enthroned above;

Ancient of everlasting days,

and God of love;

the Lord, the great I AM,

by earth and heaven confessed:

we bow and bless the sacred Name

for ever blest.

2 He by himself hath sworn:

we on his oath depend;

we shall, on eagles-wings upborne,
to heaven ascend:

we shall behold his face,

we shall his power adore,

and sing the wonders of his grace
for evermore.



3 There dwells the Lord, our King,
the Lord, our Righteousness,
triumphant o'er the world and sin,
the Prince of Peace;

on Zion's sacred height

his kingdom he maintains,

and, glorious with his saints in light,
for ever reigns.

4 The God who reigns on high
the great archangels sing,

and “Holy, holy, holy,” cry,
“Almighty King]

Who was, and is, the same,
and evermore shall be:

eternal Father, great I AM,

we worship thee.”

5 The whole triumphant host

give thanks to God on high;

“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost”
they ever cry;

hail, Abraham’s Lord divine!

With heaven our songs we raise;

all might and majesty are thine,

and endless praise.
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