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The Fifth Sunday after The Epiphany 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

February 8, 2026 Year A 
10:30 a.m. 

*Indicates please stand 

Prelude   

*Opening Hymn  Christ, whose glory fills the skies (Ratisbon) Hymnal #7 

*Opening Acclamation     Hymnal #S-76 

 

Collect for Purity   BCP #355 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

*Kyrie  Hymnal #S-96 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life 
which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Isaiah 58:1-12 

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know 
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance 
of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. “Why do 
we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve 
your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel 
and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your 
voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down 
the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable 
to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 
of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread 
with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover 
them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the 
dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of 
the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for 
help, and he will say, Here I am. 
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If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you 
offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in 
the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy 
your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, 
like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise 
up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer 
of streets to live in. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

1 Psalm 112:1–10                   (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Beautus vir 

 

1 Hallelujah! 
Happy are they who fear the Lord * 
and have great delight in his 
commandments! 

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the  
land; * 
the generation of the upright will be 
blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, * 
and their righteousness will last for ever. 

4 Light shines in the darkness for the  
upright; * 
the righteous are merciful and full of 
compassion. 

5 It is good for them to be generous in  
lending * 
and to manage their affairs with justice. 

6 For they will never be shaken; * 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting 
remembrance. 

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * 
their heart is right; 
they put their trust in the Lord. 

8 Their heart is established and will not  
shrink, * 
until they see their desire upon their 
enemies. 

9 They have given freely to the poor, * 
and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 
they will hold up their head with honor. 

10 The wicked will see it and be angry; 
they will gnash their teeth and pine away; * 
the desires of the wicked will perish. 

The Epistle 1 Corinthians 2:1–16 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you 
in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and 
my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of 
God. Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, 
which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this; 
for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What no 
eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those 
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who love him”—these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except 
the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit 
of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so 
that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we speak of these things in words 
not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who 
are spiritual. Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are 
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually 
discerned. Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one 
else’s scrutiny. “For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have 
the mind of Christ. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

* Gradual Hymn  God be in my head (Lytlington) Hymnal #694 

*Gospel Acclamation  (Led by the cantor)  

 

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 5:13–20 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.  

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp 
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 
but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke 
of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the 
least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

(All repeat the alleluia) 

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 
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*The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin 
        Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under  
        Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  
        was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the  
            Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the  
        living and the dead, and his kingdom  
        will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
    giver of life, who proceeds from the  
    Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is  
    worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and  
    apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the  
    forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the People 

In the offering of our prayers, let us draw upon God’s holy and life-giving waters to refresh our 
hearts, responding, “Hear us, God of Glory.” 

+ For the courage to live with integrity, that what is visible in our outward actions reveals the 
Holy Spirit of God residing within our souls; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

+ That we may discover the light that is within us, placing it upon the lamp stands of the world, 
offering a way of hope for those who live under the burden of poverty, abuse, oppression, and 
degradation of every kind; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

+ That the commandments of God may be the pathways upon which we walk, acknowledging 
their wisdom and fashioning our lives after their challenges, that through them the whole 
community of God’s people may prosper and live in mutual trust and goodness; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

+ That the leaders of the Church may be strengthened by the crosses they are called to bear, the 
burdens of petty concerns and the weight of serious discord, all in the Name of Christ, whose 
cross leads the faithful to a risen life; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

+ For those in positions of public trust, that they may have a vision of the global good over 
political gain, and the welfare of the whole over the special interests of the few; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 
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+ In thanksgiving for those whose lives enriched our own, and who now live in the communion 
of saints, in whose company we may one day reside; let us pray. 
Hear us, God of Glory. 

From the depths of weakness and trembling that live in every human heart, let us continue our 
prayers and thanksgivings. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Charles 
Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 

Bettie 
Lee 
Bev 
Tylor  

Laura 
Harold 
Roger 
Jack 

Massaia 
family 
Chris 
Olivia  

Kathryn 
Traci 
Gabe 
AJ 

John 
Pete 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Shirley Durfee. 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Peg Coleman, Susan Dunlop, Alexander Ciccone 

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor:  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Anthem  A prayer of St. Richard of Chichester L.J. White 
O holy Jesus, most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know thee more 

clearly, love thee more dearly and follow thee more nearly, and follow thee more nearly. 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer B 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 
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Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-130 

Stand or kneel as able 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before 
he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember Christ’s death, 

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 

We await Christ ’s coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Fraction Anthem    Hymnal #S-164 
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Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn  Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart (Slane) Hymnal #488 

*Post Communion Hymn Lord of all being, throned afar (Mendon) Hymnal #419 

Post Communion Prayer   BCP 366 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing  

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Closing Hymn  O Zion, tune thy voice (Eastview) Hymnal #543 

Postlude   

Liturgical Ministers:  Johnny Conklyn, Michael Roman, Pamela Talbott 

Virtual Vergers:  John Jackson, Sara VanLooy 

Accompanist:  Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou    

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532 
  www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Pamela Talbott, Senior Warden Lillian Wright, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster  

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee 
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” 
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many 
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call 
the church office (607-273-6532). 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for 
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus 
in our parish community and our daily lives. 

Please Note: St. John’s Vestry has approved a proposal from Smith and Gilbert, LLC to 
revitalize the console of our 1967 Schlicker organ. This will include refurbishing the keyboards 
and providing a new operating system for the organ. The project will be completed by March 27, 
2026 so that the organ will be available for Easter services. In the meantime, we'll be using the 
piano for accompaniment at the 10:30 service.  

 

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Fifth Sunday after The Epiphany 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

February 8, 2026 Year A 
Hymns 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies 
(Ratisbon) 
Hymnal #7 

1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
Triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near, 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Unaccompanied by Thee; 
Joyless is the day’s return, 
Till Thy mercy’s beams I see, 
Till Thou inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

3 Visit then this soul of mine, 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
Fill me, Radiancy divine, 
Scatter all my unbelief; 
More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 

God be in my head (Lytlington) 
Hymnal #694 

1 God be in my head, and in my 
understanding; God be in mine eyes, and in 
my looking; God be in my mouth, and in my 
speaking; God be in my heart, and in my 
thinking; God be at mine end, and at my 
departing. 

Lord of all being, throned afar (Mendon) 
Hymnal #419 

1 Lord of all being, throned afar, 
thy glory flames from sun and star; 
center and soul of every sphere, 
yet to each loving heart how near! 

2 Sun of our life, thy quickening ray 
sheds on our path the glow of day; 
star of our hope, thy softened light 
cheers the long watches of the night. 

3 Lord of all life, below, above, 
whose light is truth, whose warmth is love, 
before thy ever-blazing throne  
we ask no luster of our own. 

4 Grant us thy truth to make us free, 
and kindling hearts that burn for thee, 
till all thy living altars claim 
one holy light, one heavenly flame. 

O Zion, tune thy voice (Eastview) 
Hymnal #543 

1  O Zion, tune thy voice, and raise thy hands 
on high; tell all the earth thy joys, and boast 
salvation nigh. Cheerful in God, arise and 
shine, while rays divine stream all abroad. 

2 He gilds the morning face with beams that 
cannot fade; his all-resplendent grace he pours 
around thy head; the nations round thy form 
shall view, with luster new divinely crowned. 

3 In honor to his Name reflect that sacred 
light; and loud that grace proclaim, which 
makes thy darkness bright; pursue his praise, 
till sovereign love in worlds above the glory 
raise. 

4 There on his holy hill a brighter sun shall 
rise, and with his radiance fill those fairer purer 
skies; while round his throne ten thousand 
stars in nobler spheres his influence own.  

 


