The Last Sunday after The Epiphany
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
February 15, 2026 Year A
10:30 a.m.

*Indicates please stand

Prelude
*Opening Hymn When morning gilds the skies (Laudes Domini) Hymnal #427
*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76
Celebrant
Bless-ed be God: Father, Son, and Ho - ly Spi- rit,
Peaple
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ev - er. A- men.
Collect for Purity BCP #355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord, Amzen.

*Kyrie Hymnal #S-96
Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy
mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Exodus 24:12-18

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you
the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their
instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain
of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and
Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.”

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of
the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he
called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the
cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Quare fremuerunt gentes?

Psalm 2 (Lo be sung by the choir and congregation)
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1 Why are the nations in an uproar? *
Why do the peoples mutter empty
threats?

2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in
revolt,
and the princes plot together, *
against the Lord and against his
Anointed?

3 “Let us break their yoke,” they say; *
“let us cast off their bonds from us.”

4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; *
the Lord has them in derision.

5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, *
and his rage fills them with terror.

6 “I myself have set my king *
upon my holy hill of Zion.”

The Epistle

7 Let me announce the decree of the Lotrd: *
he said to me, “You are my Son;
this day have I begotten you.

8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations
for your inheritance *
and the ends of the earth for your
possession.

9 You shall crush them with an iron rod *
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”

10 And now, you kings, be wise; *
be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11 Submit to the Lord with fear, *
and with trembling bow before him;

12 Lest he be angry and you perish; *
for his wrath is quickly kindled.

13 Happy are they all *
who take refuge in him.

2 Peter 1:16-21

We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor
and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory,
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this
voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.
First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own
interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by
the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn I love to tell the story LEVAS #64



*Gospel Acclamation (Led by the cantor)

A Alleluia .
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¥. Wor - ship the Lord, O Je - ru - sa-lem; praise your God, O Zi - on.

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 17:1-9

The Holy Gospel of our Lotd Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high
mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun,
and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking
with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make
three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking,
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son,
the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to
the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and
do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until
after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Christ.
(Al repeat the allelnia)

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans
*The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, Mary, and was made man.
the Father, the Almighty, For our sake he was crucified under
maker of heaven and earth, Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
of all that is, seen and unseen. was buried.
We believe in one Lotd, Jesus Christ, On the third day he rose again
the only Son of God, in accordance with the Scriptures;
eternally begotten of the Father, he ascended into heaven
God from God, Light from Light, and is seated at the right hand of the
true God from true God, Father.
begotten, not made, He will come again in glory to judge the
of one Being with the Father. living and the dead, and his kingdom
Through him all things were made. will have no end.
For us and for our salvation We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the

he came down from heaven: . flife. wh ds f h
by the power of the Holy Spirit giver ob fite, who proceeds trom the
y p yop Father and the Son.

he became incarnate from the Virgin



With the Father and the Son he is We acknowledge one baptism for the

worshiped and glorified. forgiveness of sins.

He has spoken through the Prophets. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
We believe in one holy catholic and and the life of the world to come. Awzen.
apostolic Church.

*The Prayers of the People

Let us go to the mountain of God’s generosity, offering our prayers as we respond, “Hear us,
God of Glory.”

+ That we may offer ourselves to the refashioning hands of the Divine Potter, who centers,
molds, and changes us into vessels of grace; let us pray.

Hear us, God of Glory.

+ That we may admit our faults, our desire to keep things as they are and to return to things
that never were, so that when Christ invites us into a transformed life, we may readily answer
his call; let us pray.

Hear us, God of Glory.

+ For a vigorous spirit of mutual cooperation and unity, that we may treasure the common
ground which we share with the whole Anglican Communion, and work together to share in

the fruits of God’s kingdom across our nations, cultures, tribes, and peoples; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.

+ For the cessation of war, that armaments of destruction may be made into tools for
development, and that resources spent on the fields of battle may instead support the basic

necessities of life; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.

+ For a commitment to a life of simplicity, that we may preserve for generations to come the
beauty of land and seas and sky, and the complexity of every living creature; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.

+ That those who have died may experience the blessed rest of everlasting peace; let us pray.
Hear us, God of Glory.

Continue to mold us into your perfect wholeness as we add to these prayers.

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Charles Laura Kathryn
Virginia Harold Tract
Joan Roger Gabe
Beverly Jack John
Bettie Lee Massaia family Pete
Bev Chris

Tylor Olivia

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Kalena Henry, Eric Blair-Joannou, Erik Wagner



Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor:
Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as onrselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Awmsen.

*The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

Announcements & Welcome
Offertory Sentence
Offertory Anthem O gladsome light, O grace Louis Bourgeois (1911-2010)
*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer B
Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120

, Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.

Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
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Let us give thanks 10 the Lord our God.
Peaple
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joytul thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Saznctus) Hymnal #S-130

Stand or kneel as able



We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before
he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,

We await Christ's coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142
L Celebrant People
= v — T :
A - men
The Lord’s Prayer
Fraction Anthem Hymnal #S-164

Invitation to Communion
The gifts of God for the People of God

All peaple are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.



Communion Hymn Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lotd (Palmer Church) Hymnal #327
*Postcommunion Hymn Christ upon the mountain peak (Mowsley) Hymnal #129

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 366

Alpighty and everliving God,

we thank_you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son onr Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdon.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work _you have given us to do,

to love and serve yon

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to yon, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen

Blessing
Dismissal Hymnal #S-174
L Deacon fup[e
L W # r A o\vc 1 . - | A '\‘_/0
Go in peace to love andserve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Closing Hymn O wondrous type! O vision fair (Wareham) Hymnal #137
Postlude

Liturgical Ministers: Zeke Merlis, Sara VanlLooy, Margaret Johnson
Virtual Vergers: Michael Roman, John Jackson

Accompanist: Ian Croker

The flowers on the altar are given to Glory of God in memory of Ruth Blanchard by Suzy Blanchard

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A — 724223



St. John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850
(607)-273-6532
www.stjohnsithaca.org
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

The Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden
llze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/.
Thanks!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff: “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.”
Please call (607) 273-6532 ot email revieffevans@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is in the rear of the church.

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hout. There are many
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig.

Candles and Flowers: If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call
the church office (607-273-6532).

Christian Formation Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: The Narrow Gate, a conversation about how we follow Jesus
in our parish community and our daily lives.

Please Note: St. John’s Vestry has approved a proposal from Smith and Gilbert, LLC to
revitalize the console of our 1967 Schlicker organ. This will include refurbishing the keyboards
and providing a new operating system for the organ. The project will be completed by March 27,
2026 so that the organ will be available for Easter services. In the meantime, we'll be using the
piano for accompaniment at the 10:30 service.
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The Last Sunday after The Epiphany
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY

When morning gilds the skies

(Laudees Domini)
Hymnal #427

1 When morning gilds the skies,
My heart awaking, cries,

"May Jesus Christ be praised!"
When evening shadows fall,
Then sounds my vesper call:
"May Jesus Christ be praised!"

2 When mirth for music longs,
This is my song of songs:

"May Jesus Christ be praised!"
God’s holy house of prayer
Hath none that can compare

With "Jesus Christ be praised!"

3 Sing, sun and stars of space;
Sing, all who see His face;
Sing, "Jesus Christ be praised!"
God’s whole creation o'er,
Today and evermore,

Sing, "Jesus Christ be praised!"

I love to tell the story
LEVAS #64

1 Ilove to tell the story
Of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His glory,
Of Jesus and His love.
I'love to tell the story,
Because I know it’s true;
It satisfies my longings
As nothing else would do.

Refrain:

I'love to tell the story;
Twill be my theme in glory.
To tell the old, old story
Of Jesus and His love.

2 I'love to tell the story,
For those who know it best

February 15, 2026 Year A
Hymns

Seem hungering and thirsting
To hear it, like the rest.

And when, in scenes of glory,
I sing the new, new song,

"T'will be the old, old story
That I have loved so long. (refrain)

Christ upon the mountain peak (Mowsley)
Hymnal #129

1 Jesus on the mountain peak
stands alone in glory blazing.
Let us, if we dare to speak,

join the saints and angels praising.
Hallelujah!

2 Trembling at his feet we saw

Moses and Elijah speaking.

All the prophets and the law

shout through them their joyful greeting.
Hallelujah!

3 Swift the cloud of glory came,
God proclaiming in its thunder
Jesus as the Son by Name!
Nations, cry aloud in wonder!

Hallelujah!

4 This is God’s beloved Son!

Law and prophets sing before him;
first and last and only One.

All creation shall adore him!

Hallelujah!
Words: Copyright © 1977 by Hope Publishing Co., All rights

reserved
O wondrous type! O vision fair (Wareham)
Hymnal #137

1 O wondrous type! O vision fair of glory that
the church may share, which Christ upon the
mountain shows, where brighter than the sun
he glows!



2 With Moses and Elijah nigh the incarnate
Lord holds converse high; and from the cloud,
the Holy One bears record to the only Son.

3 With shining face and bright array, Christ
deigns to manifest today what glory shall be
theirs above who joy in God with perfect love.

4 And faithful hearts are raised on high by this
great vision’s mystery; for which in joyful
strains we raise the voice of prayer, the hymn
of praise.

5 O Father, with the eternal Son, and Holy
Spirit, ever One, vouchsafe to bring us by thy
grace to see thy glory face to face.
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