The Fifth Sunday in Lent
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
March 22, 2026 Year A
10:30 a.m.

*Indicates please stand as able

Prelude
*Opening Hymn Breathe on me, Breath of God (Nova 1/ita) Hymnal #508
*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-82

p elebrant
via

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People
25— 1

His mercy en- dures for ev - er.

Setting: Ambrosian chant; adapt. Mason Martens (b. 1933)

Confession of Sin BCP #352
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

we confess that we have sinned against you For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

in thought, word, and deed, have mercy on us and forgive us;

by what we have done, that we may delight in your will,

and by what we have left undone. and walk in_your ways,

We have not loved you with onr whole heart, to the glory of your name. Amen.

we have not loved onr neighbors as ourselyes.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

*Trisagion Hymnal #S-99
Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your
people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied
changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered,
“O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.”
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So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and
I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says
the LORD.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 130 (Lo be sung by the choir and congregation) De profundis
S 413 R For there is forgiveness with you; *
o T

therefore you shall be feared.
4 1 wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; *
in his word is my hope.
R e i 5 My soul waits for the LORD,
1 Out of the depths have I called to you, more than watchmen for the morning, *

. 1 .k .
O LORD; LORD, hear my voice; = more than watchmen for the morning.
let your ears consider well the voice of my 6 O Israel. wait for the LORD. *

supplication.

for with the LORD there is mercy;

21t you, I;(ORD> were to note what is done 7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *
amiss, and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.
O Lord, who could stand?

The Epistle Romans 8:6-11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law—indeed it cannot,
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Gradual Hymn Holy Spirit, every living (Abbot’s 1eigh) Hymnal #511
*Tract (Led by the cantor)
Verse Jn 11: 25, 26
& it = o —Fw
\.j’ .

I am the resurrection and the lif, says the Lord: whoever believes in me
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shall not die for ev - er.



*The Gospel Reading John 11:1-45

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.
So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s gloty, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi,
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there
not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the
light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying
this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us
go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may
die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while
Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the
last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She
said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the
world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher
is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus
had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who
were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lozd, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord,
come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there
is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you
believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward
and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had
said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet



bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let

him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

(Al repeat the tract)
The Sermon

*The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lotrd, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried.

*The Prayers of the People

Fr. Jeff Evans

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the

giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the wotld to come. Awen.

Confident that with our hearts set on the glorious act of redemption revealed by God’s beloved One,
we receive the gift of new life, we offer our prayers and respond, “Kyrie eleison.”

+ That the arms of Christ will reach into our spiritual tombs, releasing us from the fires of sin and
division, of death and despair, and set our eyes upon the eighth day of our inheritance; let us pray.

Kyrie eleison.

+ That the breath of God may rush into the hearts of the faithful, filling them with respect for the
wisdom of their forebears, and the courage to walk where their feet had never trod; let us pray.

Kyrie eleison.

+ For the unemployed and those who live with financial anxiety, for children born into poverty and
those whose wealth does not buy contentment, for those in troubled marriages and the lonely who
suffer in silence, that all may be held by the risen Christ, who broke through the walls of darkness;

let us pray.
Kyrie eleison.



+ For the healing of our environment and for the vision to see ourselves as a global community,
interdependent, economically woven, spiritually bonded, technologically linked, and physically united
as a speck in the universe; let us pray.

Kyrie eleison.

+ In thanksgiving for our life together, our persistence in listening to the divine word, and our
commitment to proclaim the life-giving love of God; let us pray.
Kyrie elezson.

+ That we who celebrate this Eucharistic Meal may receive the mercy of the LLamb, who shares our
burdens, removes our sin, and restores us to the company of the faithful; let us pray.
Kyrie eleison.

+ For those who have died in the faith of Christ, that they may reside in paradise; let us pray.
Kyrie elezson.

In the certain hope of the resurrection from the dead, let us continue our prayers.

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Chatles Laura Traci Patricia
Virginia Roger Gabe Terri
Joan Massaia family John Brian
Beverly Jack Pete Brian Cito
Bettie Lee Chris Suzanne Tim

Bev Olivia Priscilla Mark
Tylor Kathryn Robert

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Scott Miller, William Hoekenga, Elijah Roman

*The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements & Welcome

Offertory Sentence

Offertory Anthem If thou bet trust in God to guide thee 5% Jobn’s Ringers  arr. Benjamin Tucker
*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer A
Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120

L Celebrant Peaple
— L, L AP L b
The Lord be  with you. And al - so with you.
Celebrant People
ey -~
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
e e e
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Feople
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.




Celebrant: continuing: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-122

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
maker of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After suppet, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in Christ.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Awmzen.

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142
Celebrant People
= = ¢ v Tr
A - men.
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364
Fraction Anthem Hymnal #S-160



Invitation to Communion
The gifts of God for the People of God

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Hymn I am the bread of life (I _4m the Bread of Life) Hymnal #335
*Postcommunion Hymn Father all loving (Was lebet) Hymnal #568
Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, Send us now into the world in peace,

you have graciously accepted us as living members and grant us strength and conrage

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 10./0”5 and serve you

and you have fed us with spiritual food with glﬂd”“‘_ and singleness of heart;

in the Sacrament of bis Body and Blood. through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Prayer Over the People

Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, rightly observing this holy season, they
may learn to know you more fully, and to serve you with a more perfect will; through Christ our
Lotd. Awmen.

Dismissal Hymnal #S-174
acon People
—b_De_ r ] -  m— - —& w — ! —— - T
S— S—r
Go in peace to love andserve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Closing Hymn If thou but trust in God to guide thee (Wer nur den lieben Gott) Hymnal #635
Postlude

Liturgical Ministers: Josette Garrison, Stephanie Nevels, Gwen Freeman
Virtual Vergers: Sara VanlLooy, Isabel Evans
Accompanist: Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou

The Encharistic and Amibry candles are given to the Glory of God in memory of Edith IN. Arlin
and Irene Noss by Mary Arlin

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card and
place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE AVAILABLE
IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A — 724223



210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850
(607)-273-6532 www.stjohnsithaca.org
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden
Tlze Lemesis, Patish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thanks!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff: “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or lunch
anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please call (607)
273-6532 or email revieffevans(@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is in the rear of the church.

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour. There are many ways in
which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig.

Christian Formation Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for our Sunday
School Class, Discipleship: Common Prayer, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in our parish
community and our daily lives in light of our worship traditions found in The Book of Common Prayer.

We are looking for readers for Holy Week: Palm Sunday, March 29th 10:30 a.m.—14 readers; Tenebrae,
Wednesday April 1st, 7:30 p.m.—9 readers, 15 candles; Good Friday, April 3rd, 12:15 p.m.—12 readers
for the Way of the Cross; and for 7:30 p.m.—3 readers, 2 LEMs, 1 Lector. Please get back to Pam
pamelatalbott74@gmail.com (607) 339-8462

Upcoming Holy Week Schedule: Palm Sunday March 29th 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Tenebrae Weds.
April 1st 7:30 p.m.; Maundy Thursday April 2nd; 7:30 p.m.; Good Friday and The Way of the Cross
April 31 12:15 p.m.; and Good Friday 7:30 p.m.; Noonday services at 12:15 p.m. Mon., Tues., Wed.,
March 30—April 1st in Holy Week; Easter Vigil Saturday, April 4th 7:30 p.m.; Easter Sunday April 5th,
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Easter Flowers: If you wish to make a contribution to the purchase of Easter flowers for the altar, please
use this form so that we can include your loved one’s name(s) on the list of those being memorialized. You
may place this slip in the offering plate or mail it to the Parish Office by Monday, March 30th for inclusion
in the Easter Day bulletins.

$ Given for Easter Flowers in memory of:

Given by (your name):



http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
tel:6073398462

The Fifth Sunday in Lent
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
March 22, 2026 Year A
Hymns

Breathe on me, Breath of God (Nova Vita)
Hymnal #508

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
fill me with life anew,

that I may love what thou dost love,
and do what thou wouldst do.

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
until my heart is pure,

until with thee I will one will,

to do or to endure.

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
till I am wholly thine,

till all this earthly part of me
glows with thy fire divine.

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
so shall I never die;

but live with thee the perfect life
of thine eternity.

Holy Spirit, every living (Abbot’s Leigh)
Hymnal #511

1 Holy Spirit, ever living as the Church’s very
life; Holy Spirit, ever striving through her in a
ceaseless strife; Holy Spirit, ever forming in the
Church the mind of Christ; thee we praise with
endless worship for thy fruits and gifts
unpriced.

2 Holy Spirit, ever working through the
Church’s ministry; quickening, strengthening
and absolving, setting captive sinners free; Holy
Spirit, ever binding age to age, and soul to soul,
in a fellowship unending thee we worship and
extol.

Words: Copyrights held by A.R. Mowbray and Co. Ltd.

Father all loving (Was lebet)
Hymnal #568

1 My heart is full of Christ, and longs
Its glorious matter to declare!

Of him I make my loftier song,

I cannot from his praise forbear;

My ready tongue makes haste to sing
The glories of my heavenly King.

2 Fairer than all the earth-born race,
Perfect in comeliness thou att;
Replenished are thy lips with grace,
And full of love thy tender heart:
God ever blest! we bow the knee,
And own all fulness dwells in thee.

3 Gitd on thy thigh the Spirit's sword,
And take to thee thy power divine;
Stir up thy strength, almighty Lord,
All power and majesty are thine:
Assert thy worship and renown;

O all-redeeming God, come down!

4 Come, and maintain thy righteous cause,
And let thy glorious toil succeed;
Dispread the victory of thy cross,

Ride on, and prosper in thy deed;
Through earth triumphantly ride on,

And reign in every heart alone.

Words: By the permission of the United Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel

If thou but trust in God to guide thee
(Wer nur den lieben Gott)

Hymnal #635

1 If thou but trust in God to guide thee,
and hope in him through all thy ways,

he'll give thee strength whate'er betide thee,
and bear thee through the evil days.

Who trusts in God’s unchanging love
builds on a rock that nought can move.

2 Sing, pray, and keep his ways unswerving;
so do thine own part faithfully,

and trust his word, though undeserving
thou yet shalt find it true for thee;

God never yet forsook in need

the soul that trusted him indeed.



