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Maundy Thursday 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

April 2, 2026 Year A 
7:30 p.m. 

*Indicates please stand as able 

Penitential Order Rite II  

Prelude   

*Opening Hymn  Where charity and love prevail (Cheshire) Hymnal #581 

*Opening Acclamation     Hymnal #S-82 

 
Confession of Sin   BCP #352 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*Trisagion     Hymnal #S-99 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The First Lesson Exodus 12:1–14 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 

beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation 

of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 

household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 

obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 

Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the 

goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled 

congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it 

on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb 

that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do 

not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner 

organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning 

you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your 

staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. For I will pass 

through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 

the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, 

I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; 

throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 116:1, 10–17                   (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Dilexi, quoniam 

 
1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the 

voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me 
whenever I called upon him. 

10 How shall I repay the LORD * 
for all the good things he has done for 
me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
in the presence of all his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the LORD *  
is the death of his servants. 

14 O LORD, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your 
handmaid;  
you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving *  
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the LORD’s house, *  
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

The Epistle 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 

was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is 

my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way he took the cup also, 

after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, 
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in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord's death until he comes. 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual Hymn  Therefore we, before him (Tantum Ergo Sacramentum) Hymnal #330 

*The Gospel Reading John 13:1–17, 31b–35 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 

during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 

come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied 

a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 

and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 

him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am 

doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 

answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 

my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not 

need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 

For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 

right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 

to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done 

to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater 

than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God 

has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little 

children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now 

I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you 

love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone 

will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

*Tract  (Led by the cantor)  

 

Homily Fr. Jeff Evans 
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*The Prayers of the People   

In the company of Jesus and in unity with his faithful followers in years past and in our present 
day, let us offer our prayers responding, “Kyrie eleison.” 

+ For the gift of humility, that we may mirror the servanthood of Jesus, bending the knee of our 
hearts to all whose feet have journeyed a long distance, and whose hands have washed away the 
burdens of others; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ For peace throughout the world, especially in all places where the lust for power fosters tyranny 
and war; let us pray.  
Kyrie eleison. 

+ For the courage to face our own unfaithfulness: the kisses of deception, the subtle betrayals, 
our spiritual sleepiness; that in turning to Christ we may receive the grace that changes lives; let 
us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ For those who keep watch this night, that in watching they may be found, in seeking they may 
be filled with the Spirit, and in waiting they may find peace; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ For those who keep watch every night: the hungry, the homeless, the fearful, that Christ may 
find them in their own gardens of Gethsemane and not leave them in despair; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ In thanksgiving for this Eucharistic Meal, which gathers us into the fellowship of all the 
beloved, uniting us with Jesus, whose Divine Presence we now share; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

In companionship with Peter, John, and all the apostles, let us continue our prayers. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 
 

Charles 
Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 
Bettie Lee 
Bev 

Tylor  
Laura 
Roger 
Massaia family 
Jack 
Chris 

Olivia  
Kathryn 
Traci 
Gabe 
John 
Pete 

Suzanne 
Priscilla 
Robert 
Patricia 
Brian 
Brian Cito 

Tim  
Mark 
Paul 
Jesse 
Johnlyn 

 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 

Heather Dietz, Ryan Welsh, Lexie Hain, Matthew Henry, Robin Steuteville 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Anthem  Ave Verum Corpus William Byrd (1540–1623) 
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*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-122 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 



 6 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Fraction Anthem    Hymnal #S-160 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn  Let us break bread together on our knees (Black Spiritual) LEVAS #152 

*Postcommunion Hymn  Where true charity and love dwell (Ubi Caritas) Hymnal #606 

Postcommunion Prayer  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Holy Week Prayer Over the People   

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the 
cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Stripping of the Altar 
The congregation may remain kneeling or be seated for the stripping of the altar. The church will be darkened. 
All objects, vessels, and hangings will be removed from the sanctuary. The altar will be washed with wine and 

water, thus preparing the church for the Good Friday Liturgy. 
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Lector:  They divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing. 

Psalm 22   (Read by the lector) BCP 610 

Lector:  They divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing. 

The congregation is asked to leave the church grounds in complete silence. 

Liturgical Ministers:  Sally Hundley, Cora Yao, Jennifer Johnson 

Virtual Vergers:  Beverly Way, Sara VanLooy 

Accompanist:  Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou    

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532    
www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster  

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
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From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee 
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” 
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many 
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for 
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: Common Prayer, a conversation about how we follow Jesus 
in our parish community and our daily lives in light of our worship traditions found in The Book 
of Common Prayer. 

We are looking for readers for Holy Week:  Good Friday, April 3rd, 12:15 p.m.—12 readers 
for the Way of the Cross; and for 7:30 p.m.—3 readers, 2 LEMs, 1 Lector. Please get back to 
Pam pamelatalbott74@gmail.com (607) 339-8462 

Upcoming Schedule: Good Friday and The Way of the Cross  April 3rd 12:15 p.m.; and 
Good Friday 7:30 p.m.; Noonday services at 12:15 p.m. Mon., Tues., Wed., March 30–April 1st 
in Holy Week; Easter Vigil  Saturday, April 4th 7:30 p.m.; Easter Sunday  April 5th, 8:00 and 
10:30 a.m. 

Easter Offering Envelopes are available on the table at the back of the nave.  

St. John's will participate in the Episcopal Church’s Good Friday Appeal which benefits the 
Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East. As Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe writes, 
“The Episcopal Church supports just and sustainable peace in the Holy Land and around the 
world. While we pray and work for peace, our siblings in the Holy Land will continue to serve 
God’s people with hospitals, schools, orphanages, and humanitarian aid programs. These 
ministries serve people of all faiths without distinction, bearing witness to the power of hope and 
healing across divides.” Please, consider contributing to this important work. To participate, 
please, mark any donations with “Good Friday Appeal” in the memo line. 
 

mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
tel:6073398462

