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The Second Sunday of Easter 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

April 12, 2026 Year A 
10:30 a.m. 

* Indicates please stand as able 

 

Prelude      

*Opening Hymn    O sons and daughters, let us sing (O filii et filiae) Hymnal #203 

*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 

 

Collect for Purity BCP 355 

*Gloria  Hymnal #S-278 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show 
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Acts 2:14a, 22–32 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “You that are Israelites, listen 
to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, 
and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—this man, handed over to 
you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 
those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible 
for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for 
he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
moreover my flesh will live in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One 
experience corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness 
with your presence.’ “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God 
had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing 
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did 
his flesh experience corruption.’ This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 2 

Psalm 16          (To be sung a ccapella by the choir and congregation) Conserva me, Domine 
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The Epistle 1 Peter 1:3–9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the 
power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, 
even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your 
faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result 
in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love 
him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable 
and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual Hymn  Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks (Alleluia No. 1) Hymnal #178 

*Tract  (Led by the cantor)  

 

*The Gospel Reading John 20:19–31 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

(All repeat the tract)  
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The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 

*The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin 
        Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under  
        Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  
        was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the  
            Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the  
        living and the dead, and his kingdom  
        will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
    giver of life, who proceeds from the  
    Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is  
    worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and  
    apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the  
    forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the People 

Let us rejoice in the living hope that has been given to us through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, as 
we respond to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen Christ.” 

+ In thanksgiving for the fellowship we share with Christians throughout the world, who hold high the 
light of Christ that overpowers death and reveals the promises of the God’s eternal reign; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 

+ Grant us your abiding and merciful presence, so that in the time of trial we will not be shaken, but 
may walk the path of your glory to the fullness of your joy; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 

+ Show us your wounds, that we may see your face in the faces of the poor and hungry, the abused 
and rejected, the lonely and despised, and respond with the sacrificial generosity by which you 
redeemed humanity from sin and evil; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 

+ Help us to be a people of forgiveness, moving beyond our feelings of betrayal and rejection, to 
forgive those who have pierced our hearts, and to receive forgiveness from those whom we have 
wounded, so that together we may receive the victory of love for which Christ gave his life; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 

+ Direct the Church on the road to mutual respect, fidelity, and peace, honoring different cultures, 
languages, races and peoples, so that we may discover the beauty of the global community for which 
Christ stretched forth his arms of love; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
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+ Bread of life and cup of our eternal joy, fill us with these riches of your grace, that we may know 
your constant presence with those who dwell on earth, and with those whose dwelling place is in 
paradise; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 

In companionship with all the baptized, let us continue our prayers. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Charles 
Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 
Bettie Lee 
Bev 

Tylor  
Laura 
Roger 
Massaia family 
Jack 
Chris 

Olivia  
Kathryn 
Traci 
Gabe 
John 
Pete 

Suzanne 
Robert 
Patricia 
Brian 
Brian Cito 
Tim  

Mark 
Paul 
Jesse 
Johnlyn 
Terry 

 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Nora Clark, Woodrow Miller, Jacob Fox 

Confession of Sin   BCP #352 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Hymn  Hosanna to the living Lord! (Hosanna) congregation and choir Hymnal #486 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expanded Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-128 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into 
sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 
maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Fraction Anthem   Hymnal #S-165 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
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Communion Hymn  Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face (Nyack) Hymnal #318 

*Postcommunion Hymn  My faith looks up to thee (Lowell Mason) LEVAS #88 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Easter Blessing  

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his 
Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you 
holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, 
bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you for ever. Amen. 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-175 

 

Closing Hymn   We walk by faith, and not by sight (St. Botolph) Hymnal #209 

Postlude   

Liturgical Ministers:  Lillian Wright, Beverly Way, Gwen Freeman 

Virtual Vergers:  Sara VanLooy, Isabel Evans 

Accompanist:  Ian Croker    

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 

place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE AVAILABLE 
IN THE NARTHEX. 

Easter Memorial Flowers are given to the Glory of God in Loving Memory of: 

Kyle & Nancy Thomas 
Stuart Thomas 
Meredith Moore & Hope 
Stupka 
Frederick & Mary Backstrom 
Rev. W. Aubrey Arlin 
Edith N. Arlin 

Audrey Vault 
Margaret Godlove 
Mary Nungesser 
Betty Kelts 
Pam Quirk 
Judy Lutes 
Peter Hedrick 

Cece Hadrick 
Jon Ferris 
Lewis, Alice & Myra Oakes 
Floyd & Laura Freeman 
Ron Clayton 
Ruth P. Ogden 
Eleanore Mikus 



 8 

Theresa (Sandy) Smith 
William P. Sellers IV 
Early Arrival 
Don & Joy Lee Mansfield 
Jesse Siemon 

Ruth & Franklyn Sipos 
Dr. Burke & Anne Graybeal 
Penny Ciccone 
Bobby Richardson 
Bill & Edward Barry 

William & La Rose Meyer 
William & Genevieve 
Linderman 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532    
www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster  

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or lunch 
anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please call 
(607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many ways 
in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for our 
Sunday School Class, Discipleship: Common Prayer, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in our 
parish community and our daily lives in light of our worship traditions found in The Book of Common 
Prayer. 

Easter Offering Envelopes are available on the table at the back of the nave.   

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Second Sunday of Easter 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

April 12, 2026 Year A 
Hymns 

O sons and daughters, let us sing  
(O filii et filiae) 
Hymnal #203 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

1. O sons and daughters of the King,  
whom heavenly hosts in glory sing,  
today the grave has lost its sting. Alleluia!  

2. That Easter morn at break of day,  
the faithful women went their way  
to seek the tomb where Jesus lay. Alleluia!  

3. An angel clad in white they see,  
who sat and spoke unto the three,  
"Your Lord has gone to Galilee." Alleluia!  

4. When Thomas first the tidings heard  
that some had seen the risen Lord,  
he doubted the disciples' word.  
Lord, have mercy!  

5. At night the apostles met in fear;  
among them came their Master dear  
and said, "My peace be with you here."  Alleluia!  

6. "My pierced side, O Thomas, see,  
and look upon my hands, my feet;  
not faithless but believing be."  
Alleluia!  

7. No longer Thomas then denied;  
he saw the feet, the hands, the side.  
"You are my Lord and God!" he cried.  Alleluia!  

8. How blest are they who have not seen  
and yet whose faith has constant been,  
for they eternal life shall win.  Alleluia!  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks (Alleluia No. 1) 
Hymnal #178 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
He is the King of creation. 

2. Spread the good news o'er all the earth, 
Jesus has died and has risen. 

3. We have been crucified with Christ 
Now we shall live for ever. 

4. God has proclaimed the just reward, 
Life for us all, alleluia! 

5. Come let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Saviour. 

My faith looks up to thee (Lowell Mason) 
LEVAS #88 

1. My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Savior divine! 
Now hear me while I pray, 
take all my guilt away; 
O let me from this day 
be wholly Thine. 

2. May Thy rich grace impart 
strength to my fainting heart, 
my zeal inspire; 
as Thou hast died for me, 
O may my love to Thee 
pure, warm, and changeless be, 
a living fire. 

3. While life’s dark maze I tread, 
and griefs around me spread, 
be Thou my Guide; 
bid darkness turn to day, 
wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
nor let me ever stray 
from Thee aside. 

4. When ends life's transient dream, 
when death’s cold, sullen stream 
shall o'er me roll, 
blest Savior, then in love, 
fear and distrust remove; 
O bear me safe above, 
a ransomed soul. 

 


