The Fourth Sunday of Easter
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
April 26, 2026 Year A
10:30 a.m.

* Indicates please stand as able

Prelude The Green Blade Riseth  S% John's Ringers arranged by Matthew Prins
*Opening Hymn Hail, thou once despised Jesus! (In Babilone) Hymnal #495
*Opening Acclamation BCP 355
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Al - le - lu- ia. Christ is ris- en.
People
The Lord is risen indeed. Al - I:' - lu - ia.
Collect for Purity BCP 355
*Gloria Hymnal #S-278
Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his
voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you
and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Acts 2:42—47

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions
and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much
time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added
to their number those who were being saved.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 23 (Lo be sung by the choir and congregation) Dominus regit me

A Refrain
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The Lord is my shep- herd; I shall not be in want.
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1. The  Lord is my  shep - herd; I shall not be in want.
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2. He makes me lie down in green pas-tures and leads me be -side still wa-ters. Refrain
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3. He re - vives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
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4. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no e - vil;
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for you are with me; your rod and vyour staff, they  com - fort me. Refrain
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5. You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trou - ble me;
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you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is run - ning 0 - ver.
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6. Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
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and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ev - er. Refrain
The Epistle 1 Peter 2:19-25

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you
do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. “He
committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When he was abused, he did not
return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who
judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might



live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like
sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Gradual Hymn Jesus, our mighty Lord (Monk’s Gate) Hymnal #478

* Alleluia (Led by the cantor)

A Alleluia
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Y. I am the good shep-herd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and my sheep know me.

*The Gospel Reading John 10:1-10

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd
of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead
of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger,
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever
enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
(Al repeat the alleluia)

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans
*The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, begotten, not made,
the Father, the Almighty, of one Being with the Father.
maker of heaven and earth, Through him all things were made.
of all that is, seen and unseen. For us and for our salvation
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, he came down from heaven:
the only Son of God, by the power of the Holy Spirit
eternally begotten of the Father, he became incarnate from the Virgin
God from God, Light from Light, Mary, and was made man.
true God from true God, For our sake he was crucified under

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and



was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and

He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

. . . We look for the resurrection of the dead,
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*The Prayers of the People

We offer our prayers to Jesus, who is the Good Shepherd and guardian of our souls, responding
to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen Christ.”

+ For the parishes and missions of our diocese, that we will devote ourselves to the teaching
and fellowship of Christ, to the breaking of bread, and the offering of prayers; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ That an outpouring of generosity will flow from the gratitude and thanksgiving that dwell in
our hearts, moving the Church, the household of faith, to provide relief to those in any want or
need; let us pray.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ For the courage to share the faith we hold, and the willingness to listen humbly to those
whose interpretation of the faith differs from our own; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ For all who exercise leadership, that their actions may reflect the ways of the Servant, whose
obedience to God released the power to overcome every darkness, and whose sacrifice opened
the gates to eternity; let us pray.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ In thanksgiving for our merciful Jesus, who loves us beyond our shame and guilt, frees us
from the tombs of our past, and invites us to receive his gift of overwhelming forgiveness; let
us pray.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ That we may not fear the day of judgment, but entrust ourselves to the one who judges justly;
let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ For all the faithful departed, who now behold the LLord Jesus in his risen glory; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

Let us continue our prayers in the Name of the One in whom we sing the triumphant strain,
“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.”



We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Charles Tylor Chris Robert Paul
Virginia Laura Olivia Patricia Jesse
Joan Roger Kathryn Brian Johnlyn
Beverly Massaia Gabe Brian Cito Terry
Bettie Lee family John Tim GV
Bev Jack Suzanne Mark

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Lillian Baptist Wright, Virginia Mansfield-Richardson, Amber Massa, Karen Lewis,
Kang Meng, Otto Sanaker

*The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements & Welcome
Offertory Sentence

Offertory Anthem Lead me, Lord S.S. Wesley (1810-76)

*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer A

Lift up your hearts (Sursam: corda) Hymnal #S-120

Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.

Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Peaple
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: continuing: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus)

Holby, holy, holy, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Hymnal #S-128

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and maker of all.



Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them,
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142
. Celebrant People
—_— % T o
A - men.
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364
Fraction Anthem Hymnal #S-165

Invitation to Communion
The gifts of God for the People of God

All peaple are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Hymn Zion, praise thy Savior, singing (Lauda Sion Salvatoren) Hymnal #334

*Postcommunion Hymn My Shepherd will supply my need (Reszgnation) Hymnal #664
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Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, Send us now into the world in peace,
you have graciously accepted us as living menbers and grant us strength and conrage

of your Son onr Savior Jesus Christ, to love and serve you

and you have fed us with spiritual food with gladness and singleness of heart;
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Easter Blessing

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection
of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Awen.

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make
you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Awmzen.

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Awzen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and

remain with you for ever. Amen.

Dismissal Hymnal #S-175

Deacon
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Thanks be toGod, al - le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu

Closing Hymn All people that on earth do dwell (O/d 100%) Hymnal #377
Postlude

Liturgical Ministers: Zeke Merlis, Margaret Johnson, Stephanie Nevels

Virtual Vergers: John Jackson, Sara Vanlooy

Accompanist: Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lotrd’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A — 724223



Cof Ll SR
St. John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850
(607)-273-6532
www.stjohnsithaca.org
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Riya Bolander, Music Ditrector/Choirmaster

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/.

Thanks!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff: “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.”
Please call (607) 273-6532 ot email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for May, June, and July is in the rear of the church.
Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.

One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour. There are
many ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig.

Christian Formation Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: Common Prayer, a conversation about how we follow Jesus
in our parish community and our daily lives in light of our worship traditions found in The Book
of Common Prayer.

Easter Offering Envelopes are available on the table at the back of the nave.


http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY

April 26, 2026 Year A
Hymns
Hail, thou once despised Jesus! Jesus, our mighty Lord (Monk’s Gate)
(In Babilone) Hymnal #478
Hymnal #495

1 Hail, Thou once despised Jesus!
Hail, Thou Galilean king!

Thou didst suffer to release us;
Thou didst free salvation bring.
Hail, Thou agonizing Savior,
bearer of our sin and shame!

By Thy merit we find favor;

life is given through Thy name.

2 Paschal Lamb, by God appointed,
all our sins on Thee were laid;

by almighty Love anointed,

Thou hast full atonement made:

all Thy people are forgiven

through the virtue of Thy blood;
opened is the gate of heaven;

peace is made 'twixt man and God.

3 Jesus, hail, enthroned in glory,
there forever to abide!

All the heav'nly host adore Thee,
seated at Thy Father's side.

There for sinners Thou art pleading;
there Thou dost our place prepare;
ever for us interceding,

till in glory we appear.

4 Worship, honot, pow'r, and blessing

Thou art worthy to receive;
highest praises, without ceasing,
meet it is for us to give.

Help, ye bright angelic spirits,
bring your sweetest, noblest lays;
help to sing our Savior's merits;
help to chant Immanuel's praise!

1 Jesus our mighty Lord, our strength in
sadness, the Father’s conquering Word, true
source of gladness, your Name we glority, O
Jesus, throned on high; you gave yourself to
die for our salvation.

2 Good shepherd of your sheep, your own
defending, in love your children keep to life
unending. You are yourself the Way, lead us
then day by day in your own steps, we pray, O
Lord most holy.

3 Glorious their life who sing with glad
thanksgiving, true hymns to Christ the King in
all their living, all who confess his Name, come
then with hearts aflame, the God of peace
acclaim as Lord and Savior.

My Shepherd will supply my need
(Resignation)
Hymnal #664

1 My Shepherd, you supply my need,
most holy is your name;

in pastures fresh you make me feed,
beside the living stream.

You bring my wand'ring spirit back
when I forsake your ways;

you lead me, for your mercy's sake,
in paths of truth and grace.

2 When through the shades of death I walk
your presence is my stay;

one word of your supporting breath

drives all my fears away.

Your hand in sight of all my foes,

does still my table spread;

my cup with Blessings overflows,

your oil anoints my head.

>

3 Your sure provisions gracious God
attend me all my days;
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oh, may your house be my abode,
and all my work be praise.

Here would I find a settled rest,
while others go and come;

no more a stranger, nor a guest,

but like a child at home.

All people that on earth do dwell
(Old 100)
Hymnal #377

1. All people that on Earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
Him serve with fear, his praise forthtell;
Come ye before him and rejoice.

2. The Lord, ye know, is God indeed;
Without our aid he did us make;

We are his folk, he doth us feed,
And for his sheep he doth us take.

3. O enter then his gates with praise,
Approach with joy his courts unto;
Praise, laud, and bless his name always,
For it is seemly so to do.

4. For why? The Lord our God is good;
His mercy is forever sure;

His truth at all times firmly stood,

And shall from age to age endure.
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