The Fifth Sunday of Easter
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
May 3, 2026 Year A
10:30 a.m.

* Indicates please stand as able

Prelude
*Opening Hymn Jesus lives! thy terrors now (Mowsley) Hymnal #195
*Opening Acclamation BCP 355

Celebrant

A ———————————

Al - le - lu- ia. Christ is ris-en.

People

The Lord is risen indeed. Al - I: - lu - ia.
Collect for Purity BCP 355
*Gloria Hymnal #S-278
Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the
way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our LLord, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Acts 7:55-60

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him;
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were
stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lozrd Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (Lo be sung by the choir and congregation) In te, Domine, speravi
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make haste to de - liv - er me. Refrain 3. Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
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up - on vyour ser-vant, and in your loving - kind - ness  save me. Refrain

The Epistle 1 Peter 2:2-10

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight,
and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See,
I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him
will not be put to shame.”



To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes them
stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light.

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn Hark! the voice of Jesus calling LEVAS #126
* Alleluia (Led by the cantor)
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*The Gospel Reading John 14:1-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lotd Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Fathert’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for your And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place
where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can
we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on
you do know him and have seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you,
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
(Al repeat the alleluia)



The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans

*The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, On the third day he rose again
the Father, the Almighty, in accordance with the Scriptures;
maker of heaven and earth, he ascended into heaven
of all that is, seen and unseen. and is seated at the right hand of the
We believe in one Lotd, Jesus Christ, Father.
the only Son of God, He will come again in glory to judge the
eternally begotten of the Father, living and the dead, and his kingdom
God from God, Light from Light, will have no end.
true God from true God, We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lotd, the
begotten, not made, giver of life, who proceeds from the
of one Being with the Father. Father and the Son.
Through him all things were made. With the Father and the Son he is

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried.

worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Awmen.

*The Prayers of the People

Let us call upon God to hear our prayers and to grant us those things that are in accord with
the divine will, responding, “Hear us, O risen Christ.”

+ For Christians who are imprisoned and persecuted for their faith that, like Stephen, they may
follow the light that casts out all fear; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ That we may do the works that Jesus revealed in his ministry, the healing of the sick, the
raising up of the lowly, the giving of sight to the blind, and the blessing of the poor and the
grieving; let us pray.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ For those who are spiritually lost, or who question their faith, or whose souls are wrapped in
the shadows of doubt, that they may share their misgivings with Jesus, who gently unfolds the
truth and reveals a way; let us pray.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ That the Church, the community of the baptized, may vigorously proclaim the alleluias of
Easter, revealing the light of Christ, whose victory over death breaks the chains of darkness and
despair; let us pray.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ In thanksgiving for the beauty that is set before our eyes, and for the mysteries yet unseen,

that we may honor the expansiveness of creation and be guardians of its splendor; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.



+ In thanksgiving for missionaries throughout the world, who reveal God’s Word in challenging
times and places; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

+That the Lord may comfort those in the waning days of life, and bring to life eternal those
who have died in the hope of the resurrection; let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

As a chosen people who share the royal priesthood of Christ, let us add to these petitions.

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for:

Charles Tylor Chris Robert Paul
Virginia Laura Olivia Patricia Jesse
Joan Roger Kathryn Brian Johnlyn
Beverly Massaia Gabe Brian Cito Terry
Bettie Lee family John Tim GV
Bev Jack Suzanne Mark

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week:
Beverly Baker, Mwende Wagner, Cora McKee, Ellis McKee, Francis Sansom

*The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with yon.

Announcements & Welcome
Offertory Sentence

Offertory Anthem Above All Praise Felix Mendelssohn (1809-47)

*The Great Thanksgiving Expanded Language Prayer A

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120

,  Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: continuing: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-128
Holby, hoby, holy, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and maker of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them,
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died

Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142
_j,  Celebrant — :eoplea\/c ,
A - men.
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364
Fraction Anthem Hymnal #S-165

Invitation to Communion
The gifts of God for the People of God
All people are invited to the Lord’s Tabl.

Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle. Please come forward in a single line to receive.
You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.



Communion Hymn Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life (The Call) Hymnal #487

*Postcommunion Hymn O praise ye the Lord! (Laudate Donzinum) Hymnal #432
Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father, Send us now into the world in peace,
you have graciously accepted us as living members and grant us strength and conrage
of your Son onr Savior Jesus Christ, to love and serve you
and you have fed us with spiritual food with gladness and singleness of heart;
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Easter Blessing

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection
of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Awzen.

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make
you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Awen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and

remain with you for ever. Amen.

Dismissal Hymnal #S-175

Deacon
w4 — —e — —
; —— - - — e . — =
S e ¥ o ® 7
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, al-le-lu - ia,
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Thanks be to God, al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu
Closing Hymn Christ is made the sure foundation (Westminster Abbey) Hymnal #518
Postlude Shall we Gather at the River 8% John's Ringers arranged by Dale Wood

Liturgical Ministers: Charles Ciccone, Cora Yao, Pam Talbott
Virtual Vergers: Beverly Way, Isabel Evans
Accompanist: Ian Croker

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors!
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship. Please fill out a visitor card
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service.

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A — 724223
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St. John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850
(607)-273-6532
www.stjohnsithaca.org
Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/.

Thanks!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff: “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.”
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revieffevans@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for May, June, and July is in the rear of the church.
Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.

One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour. There are
many ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig.

Christian Formation Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: Common Prayer, a conversation about how we follow Jesus
in our parish community and our daily lives in light of our worship traditions found in The Book
of Common Prayer.

Easter Offering Envelopes are available on the table at the back of the nave.


http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY
May 3, 2026 Year A
Hymns

Jesus lives! thy terrors now (Mowsley)
Hymnal #195

1. Jesus lives! thy terrors now can no longer,
death, appall us; Jesus lives! by this we know
thou, O grave, canst not enthrall us. Alleluial

2. Jesus lives! for us he died; then, alone to
Jesus living, pure in heart may we abide, glory
to our Savior giving. Alleluial

3. Jesus lives! our hearts know well nought
from us his love shall sever; life, nor death,
nor powers of hell tear us from his keeping
ever. Alleluia!

4. Jesus lives! to him the throne over all the
wortld is given: may we go where he has gone,
rest and reign with him in heaven. Alleluial

Hark! the voice of Jesus calling
LEVAS #126

1 Hark! The voice of Jesus calling, Who will
go and work today? Fields are ripe the
harvest waiting, Who will bear the sheaves
away?

Refrain: Loud and long the Master calleth,
Rich reward He offers free; Who will answer,
gladly saying, “Here am I, send me, send
me.”

2 Let none hear you idly saying, There is
nothing I can do; While the souls of some are
dying, And the Master calls for you. [Refrain]

3 Take the task He gives you gladly, Let His
work your pleasure be; Answer quickly when
He calleth, “Here am I, send me, send me.”

[Refrain]

O praise ye the Lord! (Laudate
Dominum)
Hymnal #432

1 O praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the
height; rejoice in his word, ye angels of light;

ye heavens, adore him by whom ye were
made, and worship before him, in brightness
arrayed.

2 O praise ye the Lord! Praise him upon
earth, in tuneful accord, all ye of new birth;
praise him who hath brought you his grace
from above, praise him who hath taught you
to sing of his love.

3 O praise ye the Lord! All things that give
sound; each jubilant chord re-echo around;
loud organs, his glory forth tell in deep tone,
and sweet harp, the story of what he hath
done.

4 O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and
song to him be outpoured all ages along! For
love in creation, for heaven restored, for
grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord!

Christ is made the sure foundation
(Westminster Abbey)
Hymnal #518

1 Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ
the head and cornerstone, chosen of the
Lord, and precious, binding all the Church in
one; holy Zion’s help for ever, and her
confidence alone.

2 All that dedicated city, dearly loved of God
on high, in exultant jubilation pours
perpetual melody; God the One in Three
adoring in glad hymns eternally.

3 To this temple, where we call thee, come,
O Lord of Hosts, today; with thy wonted
loving-kindness hear thy servants as they
pray, and thy fullest benediction shed within
its walls alway.

4 Here vouchsafe to all thy servants what
they ask of thee to gain; what they gain from
thee, for ever with the blessed to retain, and
hereafter in thy glory evermore with thee to
reign.
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