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The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Celebrant

Prelude	Fugue in E-Flat (St. Anne) BWV 522	 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
	 Finlandia	 Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)

The People stand and join in singing the hymn.

Entrance Hymn 287 “For all the saints” vv 1-4	 Sine Nomine

The Opening Anthems

Celebrant

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.
Whoever has faith in me shall have life,
even though he die.
And everyone who has life,
and has committed himself to me in faith,
shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.
After my awaking, he will raise me up;
and in my body I shall see God.
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him
who is my friend and not a stranger.

For none of us has life in himself,
and none becomes his own master when he dies.
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,
and if we die, we die in the Lord.
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So, then, whether we live or die,
we are the Lord’s possession.

Happy from now on
are those who die in the Lord!
So it is, says the Spirit,
for they rest from their labors.

The Collect

The Celebrant says to the people

	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of your servants Cecilia 
and Jon, and grant them an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of your 
saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

The People sit.

The Liturgy of the Word

The First Reading [Wisdom 3:1-5,9]

Reader	 A Reading from the Book of Wisdom.

But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In 
the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to 
be a disaster, and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For 
though in the sight of others, they were punished their hope is full of immortality. 
Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested them 
and found them worthy of himself. Those who trust in him will understand truth, and 
the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his holy 
ones, and he watches over his elect.

Reader	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.



Psalm 121 Levavi oculos

The People join in chanting the Psalm.

1	 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills; *
		  from whence cometh my help?

2	 My help cometh even from the Lord, *
		  who hath made heaven and earth.

3	 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved, *
		  and he that keepeth thee will not sleep.

4	 Behold, he that keepeth Israel *
		  shall neither slumber nor sleep.

5	 The Lord himself is thy keeper; *
		  the Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand;

6	 So that the sun shall not burn thee by day, *
		  neither the moon by night.

7	 The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; *
		  yea, it is even he that shall keep thy soul.

8	 The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in, *
		  from this time forth for evermore.

The Second Reading [Revelation 7:9-17]

Reader	 A Reading from the Revelation to John.

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed 
in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation be-
longs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood around 
the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before 
the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders 										        
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addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” I said to 
him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of 
the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For 
this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, 
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst 
no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the 
throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Reader	 The Word of the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God.

The People stand and join in singing the hymn.

Sequence Hymn 287 “For all the saints” vv 5-8	 Sine Nomine

The Holy Gospel [John 10:11-17]

Celebrant	The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who 
is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
runs away — and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because 
a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 

Celebrant	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

 The People sit.

The Homily	 The Reverend Ann M. Tillman
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The People stand and join in saying The Apostles’ Creed.

The Apostles’ Creed

Celebrant	 In assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say,

Celebrant and People

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
	 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
		  and born of the Virgin Mary.
	 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		  was crucified, died, and was buried.
	 He descended to the dead.
	 On the third day he rose again.
	 He ascended into heaven,
		  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

	 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
		  the holy catholic Church,
		  the communion of saints,
		  the forgiveness of sins,
		  the resurrection of the body,
		  and the  life everlasting. Amen.

The People remain standing.

The Prayers of The People

Leader	 For our sister Cecilia and our brother Jon, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who 
said, “I am Resurrection and I am Life.”

	 Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for 
Cece and Jon, and dry the tears of those who weep.

People	 Hear us, Lord.

Leader	 You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.
People	 Hear us, Lord.

Leader	 You raised the dead to life; give to our sister and brother eternal life.
People	 Hear us, Lord.



Leader	 You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our sister and brother to the 
joys of heaven.

People	 Hear us, Lord.

Leader	 Our sister and brother were washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give 
them fellowship with all your saints.

People	 Hear us, Lord.

Leader	 They were nourished with your Body and Blood; grant them a place at the table in 
your heavenly kingdom.

People	 Hear us, Lord.

Leader	 Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister and brother; let our faith be our 
consolation, and eternal life our hope.

Silence may be kept.

Celebrant

Father of all, we pray to you for Cece and Jon, and for those whom we love but see no longer. 
Grant to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May their soul and the souls of 
all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Leader	 And also with you.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

The Offertory

Celebrant

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by 
a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ shall all be made alive.
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The People stand and join in singing the hymn.

Offertory Hymn 435 (vv 1-4) “At the Name of Jesus”	 King’s Weston

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Sursum corda (S 120)

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; 
for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light 
inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all 
things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to 
rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you 
night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, 
they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and 
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, 
and glorify your Name, as we sing,

Celebrant and People

Sanctus and Benedictus S 125	 Richard Proulx (1937–2010)

The people remain standing or kneel.



Then the Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty
works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your
own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you,
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find
you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you,
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of
time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of
us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news
of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To
fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising
from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole
creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him
who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own
first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in
the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his
heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the dead,
proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from
the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise
you and we bless you.
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Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy
Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying
them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood
of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one
body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise
of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic
Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessèd
Virgin Mary, blessèd Saint John, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
with Jon and Cece all the saints who have found favor
with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them
and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and
glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. .

People	 AMEN.
 
Celebrant	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,



The Lord’s Prayer (S 119)	 Plainsong	
	 adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944)

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 Hallowed be thy Name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
	 for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Fraction Anthem (S 154)

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation to Communion

Celebrant	 The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Holy Communion

Motet Little Lamb who made thee	 Ralph Vaughn Williams (1872-1958
		  Poem The Lamb by William Blake (1757-1827)

Riya Bolander, soprano and Nancy Seimon, oboe

The People join in singing the following hymn.

Communion Hymn 324 “Let all mortal flesh keep silence”	 Picardy
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The Prayer of Thanksgiving

Celebrant	 Let us pray.

The People kneel.

Celebrant and People

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food and 
drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your 
heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge 
of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the 
fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The People stand.

The Committal

Celebrant

Everyone the Father gives to me will come to me;
I will never turn away anyone who believes in me.

He who raised Jesus Christ from the dead
will also give new life to our mortal bodies
through his indewelling Spirit.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.

You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
commend to Almighty God our sister Cece, and we commit her body to its resting place; earth 
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless her and keep her, the Lord make his face to 
shine upon her and be gracious to her, the Lord lift up his countenance upon her and give her 
peace. Amen.

Eleven



Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 Hallowed be thy Name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
	 for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, the King of saints, we praise and glorify your holy Name for all your servants who 
have finished their course in your faith and fear: for the blessed Virgin Mary; for the holy 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs; and for all your other righteous servants, known to 
us and unknown; and we pray that, encouraged by their examples, aided by their prayers, and 
strengthened by their fellowship, we also may be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; 
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant	 Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord;
People	 And let light perpetual shine upon her.

Celebrant

May  her soul, and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

The Celebrant dismisses the people with these words

	 Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People	 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Celebrant	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Dismissal Hymn 608 “Eternal Father, strong to save”	 Melita

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Cece Hedrick and Jon Ferris.

The family will host a reception and greet guests in the parish hall after the committal.

Twelve



Readers: Mary Arlin and Libby Hedrick
Prayers of the People: Pamela Talbott
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Mary Arlin and Pamela Talbott
Guest organist: Timothy Smith

Many, many thanks to Sara VanLooy and Pamela Talbott and everyone who set up the reception 
for this afternoon!

Thirteen



Cecilia Grace Hedrick

Cecilia Grace Hedrick (Cece), 58, beloved daughter of the late Peter Jay Hedrick, and Elizabeth 
Quarrier Hedrick (Libby), died at home in her sleep Friday night, December 13, 2025.	

Cece was born on January 24, 1967. She attended Ithaca’s Alternative Community School, and she 
got her nursing degree at Marymount University in Arlington, VA. Her first job was at Children’s 
National Medical Center in Washington, D.C. where she worked in Orthopedics and Neurology. 
Each time Peter and I visited her we found a stack of letters of thanks from the grateful parents of 
her patients.

The call of her first love, Labor and Delivery, was very strong, so when Cece was offered a job in 
this field at Woodwinds Hospital in Woodbury, Minnesota, she was happy to accept. Cece was 
known for her compassion, empathy and for going the extra mile for her patients.

Cece was quite a traveler, and she spent her annual two-week vacations seeing the world. One of 
her highlights was being awakened in the middle of the night to watch the eruption of the volcano 
Kilauea on the Big Island of Hawaii.

The last 10 years or so of Cece’s life were marked by ill health, ambulance trips to the the hospital, 
and constant pain. However, she navigated all this with grace, strength, humor and tenacity. Her 
faith was steadfast and fathomless, and recently, she felt that her time on earth was coming to 
a close. Her heartbroken family feel grateful for her presence with us, and we are sure that her 
entrance into her next life was met with joyous Alleluias.

Cece is survived by her mother, Libby Hedrick, her sister, Jake Ferris, her aunt, Sara Tavender, and 
uncle, Steve Tavender, her aunt Kate Burt, aunt Carol Altomare, uncle, Bob Altomare, and many 
cousins.
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Jon Arthur Ferris

Jon Arthur Ferris, beloved son of the late Barbara Tiffany Burt Ferris and Earl Henry Ferris, and 
beloved husband of Anne “Jake” Ferris, died January 2, 2026, at Cayuga Medical Center, Ithaca, 
NY. 

Jon was born in Hartford, Connecticut, May 25, 1959, and attended public schools in Wethers-
field, CT. Jon had many interesting jobs during his short life, and each one seemed to come with 
an abundance of stories. Jon was a terrific actor, and he told these Emmy-worthy stories durning 
gatherings of appreciative family and friends.

Jon was  a photographer in the Navy, recording such events as meetings with visiting heads of 
state and photographing other ships . This didn’t keep him busy round the clock, so he had other 
duties, from refueling aircraft to making breakfast for five thousand of his fellow shipmates. His 
skills at scrambled eggs were such that he was able to crack four eggs at once. 

While driving for a charter bus company, Jon was assigned to take a group of children from NYC 
to a camp in rural Pennsylvania. Jon had a good sense of direction, but felt momentarily stopped 
in his tracks when the directions said, “Turn right at the cow.”

Jon was an avid golfer, and at last year’s annual Rankin Invitational in South Carolina, Jon won 
best overall, tenth flight. We don’t know what that means, but it sounds impressive, and his family 
is proud of him.

Jon’s last job was stocking shelves during the night shift at Wegmans. In 2015, he heard a great 
commotion in the next aisle, and upon investigation he found a young woman lying on the floor 
in a pool of blood. She had grabbed a knife from a shelf and had slit her wrist. Jon could see that 
she had hit an artery, so he dropped to his knees and put pressure on the wound. Eventually, the 
ambulance arrived and took her to the hospital. Jon was awarded a Red Cross Hero medal at a 
ceremony in Binghamton for 10 Heroes who had saved lives. His family is very proud.

When Grace Episcopal Church, Elmira, called for three kings to bring gold, frankincense and 
myrrh to the altar on Epiphany, Jon was happy to oblige. He sang the fourth verse of “We Three 
Kings of Orient Are.” No king ever looked more regal in his finery nor carried his precious gift of 
myrrh more reverently than King Jon.

We are told that we are the salt of the earth. Jon was. He was generous, kind, funny, and he was 
one of the helpers Mr. Rogers told us to look for. We love him. 

Jon was predeceased by his parents, his brother, Earl, his sister, Patricia, and his brother William. 
He is survived by his wife, Jake, his sister Nancy, his Aunt Gail, nieces Stacey, Melanie, Kimberly, 
and Tiffany, and by his nephews, Kevin, Kris, and William. The great-nieces and great-nephews are 
too many to list here, but he loved them all. His ashes have been scattered at sea.
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Clockwise from top left: Cece, chalice-bearer, 
at Grace Episcopal Church, Elmira, NY.  
Photo: Libby Hedrick

Cece laughing at something, which was usual 
for her. 
Photo: Libby Hedrick

Cece and I have been making this face at each 
other since she was five.
Silly birthday drawing: Jake Ferris
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Above: Jon demonstrates how to use 
a ruler. Shown here with his golf cart, 
Maurice.
Unknown photographer

Jon never did laundry until he ran out 
of baskets to put it in.
Photo: Jake Ferris



Saint John’s Church
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850

(607) 273-6532
www.stjohnsithaca.org

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org
“Like” us on Facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church

Office hours Monday through Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden	     Craig Small, Junior Warden
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator	 Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton

Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411.

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.

From Father Jeff: “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or 
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” 
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org.

Forward Day by Day for February, March, and April is in the rear of the church.

Please join us for coffee hour in the parish hall following the service.

One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour. There are many 
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig.

Christian Formation Please join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Chapman Room for our
Sunday school class, Discipleship: Common Prayer, a conversation about how we follow Jesus 
in our parish community and our daily lives in light of our worship traditions found in The 
Book of Common Prayer.

Easter offering envelopes are available on the table at the back of the nave.


