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The First Sunday after Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
May 31, 2026 Year A 

10:30 a.m. 
* Indicates please stand as able 

Prelude      

*Opening Hymn  O day of radiant gladness (Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein) Hymnal #48 

*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76 

 

Collect for Purity BCP 355 

*Gloria  Hymnal #S-280 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the confession of 
a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your divine 
Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last 
to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live 
and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Genesis 1:1–2:4a 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 
dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the 
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear 
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding 
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seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that 
it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set 
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals 
of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the 
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth.” 

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day 
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
from all the work that he had done in creation. 

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 8                           (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Domine, Dominus noster 

  

The Epistle 2 Corinthians 13:11–13 

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with 
a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with all of you. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual Hymn  Sing praise to our Creator (Christus, der ist mein Leben) Hymnal #295 
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* Alleluia  (Led by the cantor)  

 

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 28:16–20 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

(All repeat the alleluia)  

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 

*The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin 
        Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under  
        Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  
        was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the  
            Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the  
        living and the dead, and his kingdom  
        will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
    giver of life, who proceeds from the  
    Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is  
    worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and  
    apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the  
    forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*The Prayers of the People 

Let us offer our prayers in the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, responding to each 
petition, “Hear us, blessed Trinity.” 

+ Creator of the universe, and all that dwells in the seas, and skies, and all creatures who 
inhabit the earth, help us to guard your holy treasures and to delight in all that you have made; 
let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 

+ Word of truth, open our hearts to receive your message as it is revealed through holy 
scripture, the witness of your Church, and in the minds and hearts of your faithful; let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 

+ Spirit of life, strengthen us to reveal the fruits of the kingdom through the actions of our 
daily lives; let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 

+ Architect of all that is seen and unseen, may we rebuild the world in peace, and give to each 
other the good gifts which you formed in creation; let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 

+ Incarnate One, help us to offer your grace throughout the world, bringing people of every 
language, nation, and tribe into the baptismal waters of your saving love let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 

+ Wisdom from on high, descend upon your faithful people, that our voices and actions may 
echo your hope for humanity; let us pray. 
Hear us, blessed Trinity. 

Gathered on this holy Sabbath, day of rest and praise, joy and worship; we continue our 
prayers. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 
Bettie Lee 
Bev 
Tylor  

Laura 
Roger 
Massaia family 
Jack 
Chris 
Olivia  

Kathryn 
Gabe 
John 
Suzanne 
Robert 
Patricia 

Brian 
Brian Cito 
Tim  
Mark 
Paul 
Jesse 

Johnlyn 
Terry 
Chet 

 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
John Wootton, Ruth Smith, Peyton Tracey, Nate Way 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Anthem  Hymn to the Trinity Michael Burkhardt 
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*The Great Thanksgiving  Expansive Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-129 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had 
fallen into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 
us to you, the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Fraction Anthem   Hymnal #S-163 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn Many and great, O God (Dakota Indian Chant) Hymnal #385 

 Father, we thank thee (Rendez à Dieu) Hymnal #302 

*Postcommunion Hymn  Holy Father, great Creator (Regent Square) Hymnal #368 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Trinity Sunday Blessing  

The Lord bless you and keep you. Amen. 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you. Amen. 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. Amen. 

The Lord God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the holy and undivided Trinity, guard 
you, save you, and bring you to that heavenly City, where he lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Closing Hymn   Immortal, invisible, God only wise (St. Denio) Hymnal #423 

Postlude    

Liturgical Ministers:  Charles Ciccone, Cora Yao, Sara VanLooy 

Virtual Vergers:  John Jackson, Sara VanLooy 

Accompanist:  Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou   
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St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532   www.stjohnsithaca.org   Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster  

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or 
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please 
call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for May, June, and July is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many ways 
in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the Chapman Room for 
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: Common Prayer, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in our 
parish community and our daily lives in light of our worship traditions found in The Book of Common 
Prayer. 

Inquirers’ Class  Please, join us on Sunday afternoon at 3:00 p.m. in the Chapman Room. 

Catholic Charities Soap for Hope we will collect hygiene products such as: toothpaste and tooth 
brushes, alcohol-free mouthwash, deodorant, shaving cream, cotton swabs, etc.  (People can’t buy 
hygiene products with SNAP.) We will have a basket at the back of the church for you to place any 
donations of toiletries for the next few Sundays. Thank you for your generosity! 

Area Congregations Together Annual Meeting Resilience Through Community Sunday June 7th 2–4 p.m. 
here at St. John’s Episcopal Church.  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The First Sunday after Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
May 31, 2026 Year A 

Hymns 

O day of radiant gladness  
(Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein) 
Hymnal #48 

1 O day of rest and gladness, 
O day of joy and light, 
O balm of care and sadness, 
most beautiful, most bright; 
on thee the high and lowly, 
through ages joined in tune, 
sing "Holy, holy, holy," 
to the great God Triune. 

2 On thee, at the creation, 
the light first had its birth; 
on thee, for our salvation, 
Christ rose from depths of earth; 
on thee, our Lord victorious, 
the Spirit sent from heav'n; 
and thus on thee, most glorious, 
a triple light was given. 

3 Today on weary nations 
the heav'nly manna falls; 
to holy convocations 
the silver trumpet calls, 
where gospel light is glowing 
with pure and radiant beams, 
and living water flowing 
with soul-refreshing streams. 

4 New graces ever gaining 
from this our day of rest, 
we reach the rest remaining 
to spirits of the blest; 
to Holy Ghost be praises, 
to Father, and to Son; 
the church her voice upraises 
to Thee, blest Three in One. 

Words: St. 3 ©1982 Charles P. Price 

Sing praise to our Creator  
(Christus, der ist mein Leben) 
Hymnal #295 

1 Sing praise to our Creator, O you of 
Adam’s race. God’s children by adoption, 
baptized into his grace. 

2 To Jesus Christ give glory, God’s co-
eternal Son; as members of his Body we live 
in him as one. 

3 And praise the Holy Spirit poured forth 
upon the earth; who sanctifies and guides 
us,  made strong in our rebirth. 

Words: Copyright © 1962 , World Library Publications 

Holy Father, great Creator  
(Regent Square) 
Hymnal #368 

1 Holy Father, great Creator, 
source of mercy, love, and peace, 
look upon the Mediator, 
clothe us with his righteousness; 
heavenly Father, heavenly Father, 
through the Savior hear and bless. 

2 Holy Jesus, Lord of glory, 
whom angelic hosts proclaim, 
while we hear thy wondrous story, 
meet and worship in thy Name, 
dear Redeemer, dear Redeemer, 
in our hearts thy peace proclaim. 

3 Holy Spirit, Sanctifier, 
come with unction from above, 
touch our hearts with sacred fire,  
fill them with the Savior's love. 
Source of comfort, Source of comfort, 
cheer us with the Savior's love. 

4 God the Lord, through every nation 
let thy wondrous mercies shine. 
In the song of thy salvation 
every tongue and race combine. 
Great Jehovah, great Jehovah, 
form our hearts and make them thine. 
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Immortal, invisible, God only wise  
(St. Denio) 
Hymnal #423 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of 
Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we 
praise. 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in 
might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring 
above 
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness 
and love. 

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and 
small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the 
tree, 
and wither and perish but naught changeth 
thee. 

4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of 
light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their 
sight; 
all praise we would render, O help us to see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 

 

 


