
 1 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST 
Whitsunday 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
May 24, 2026 Year A 

10:30 a.m. 
* Indicates please stand as able 

Prelude      

*Opening Hymn   Hail thee, festival day! (Save Festa Dies) Hymnal #225 

*Opening Acclamation BCP 355 

 

Collect for Purity BCP 355 

*Gloria  Hymnal #S-280 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the 
promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching 
of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Acts 2:1–21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and 
a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was 
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spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out 
my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men 
and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s 
great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 104:25–35, 37          (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Benedic, anima mea 
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The Epistle 1 Corinthians 12:3b–13 

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties 
of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by 
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual Hymn  Let it breathe on me  LEVAS #116 

* Alleluia  (Led by the cantor)  

 

*The Gospel Reading John 20:19–23 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
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As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

(All repeat the alleluia)  

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 

*The Renewal Of Baptismal Vows  BCP 292 

Celebrant:  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to 
Jesus Christ? 

People:  I do. 
Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Celebrant:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

Celebrant:  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant:  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord? 
People:  I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People:  I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant:  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 

of every human being? 
People:  I will, with God's help. 

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by 
water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal 
life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the People 

Through the waters of baptism we have been joined together in the fellowship of Christ, and 
in the power of the Spirit we are sent forth to proclaim words and deeds of love, beginning 
with the offering of our prayers; responding, “Come, Holy Spirit.” 
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+ Wisdom from on high, be with the leaders of the nations, giving them discernment and 
patience as they guide the people they serve; for this we pray. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

+ Mighty Wind and Holy Fire, unsettle the hearts and minds of this church and diocesan 
community, that we may be challenged anew to hear your word and boldly live its message; 
for this we pray. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

+ Blessed Advocate, may our ministries reflect your love for the poor in spirit, the needy, the 
sinner, those who are victims of injustice, oppression, violence and abuse, and for all whom 
the Son of God gave his life; for this we pray. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

+ Spirit of many tongues, may the peoples of the world find a common language of the heart 
where cultural and racial diversity find holy ground, and nations suffering under bonds of 
oppression discover the way to peace; for this we pray. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

+ Breath of Life, open our eyes to the crying needs of our environment, that we, and all the 
nations of the world, may prudently and tenderly nurture our fragile home; for this we pray. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

+ Holy Comforter, pour your grace into the souls of all who have died, that they may know 
your abiding presence; for this we pray. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

+ Spirit of thankfulness, we offer our gratitude to church school teachers and members of the 
choir whose devotion and creativity enrich the life of our community; for this we pray. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Filled with the power of the Holy Spirit urging us to be people of passionate witness, let us 
continue our prayers. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 
Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 
Bettie Lee 
Bev 
Tylor  

Laura 
Roger 
Massaia family 
Jack 
Chris 
Olivia  

Kathryn 
Gabe 
John 
Suzanne 
Robert 
Patricia 

Brian 
Brian Cito 
Tim  
Mark 
Paul 
Jesse 

Johnlyn 
Terry 
GV 
Chet 

 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Loie Faulkner, Emily Simon, Alexandra Henry, Jay Carter, Kate McKee 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Anthem  All people at this hour  J.S. Bach (1685–1750) 



 
6 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expansive Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-129 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had 
fallen into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 
us to you, the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Fraction Anthem   Hymnal #S-163 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

All people are invited to the Lord’s Table. 
Eucharist will be distributed in the center aisle.  Please come forward in a single line to receive.  

 You may either intinct your wafer or you may drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn  Come down, O Love divine (Down Ampney) Hymnal #516 

*Postcommunion Hymn  Holy Spirit, ever living (Abbot’s Leigh) Hymnal #511 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Pentecost Blessing  

May Almighty God, who enlightened the minds of the disciples by pouring out upon them 
the Holy Spirit, make you rich with his blessing, that you may abound more and more in that 
Spirit for ever. Amen. 

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit as a flame of fire that rested upon the heads of the disciples, 
burn out all evil from your hearts, and make them shine with the pure light of his presence. 
Amen. 

May God, who by the Holy Spirit caused those of many tongues to proclaim Jesus as Lord, 
strengthen your faith and send you out to bear witness to him in word and deed. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-175 

 

Closing Hymn   O Holy Spirit, by whose breath (Komm, Gott Schopfer) Hymnal #501 

Postlude  How can I keep from singing?     St. John’s Ringers arr Sondra K. Tucker 

Liturgical Ministers:  Sally Hundley, Stephanie Nevels, Beverly Way 
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Virtual Vergers:  Michael Roman, Sara VanLooy 

Accompanist:  Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou   

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Paul Blanchard, Jr.  
by Suzy Blanchard 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532   www.stjohnsithaca.org   Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster  

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or 
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” Please 
call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for May, June, and July is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many ways 
in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the Chapman Room for 
our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: Common Prayer, a conversation about how we follow Jesus in our 
parish community and our daily lives in light of our worship traditions found in The Book of Common 
Prayer. 

Inquirers’ Class  Please, join us on Sunday afternoon at 3:00 p.m. in the Chapman Room.  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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THE DAY OF PENTECOST 
Whitsunday 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
May 24, 2026 Year A 

Hymns 

Hail thee, festival day! (Save Festa Dies) 
Hymnal #225 

[Refrain:] 
Hail, glad festival day! 
Blest day to be hallowed for ever, 
day wherein Christ arose, 
breaking the kingdom of death. 

[Pentecost:] 
1 Lo, in the likeness of fire, 
on those who await his appearing, 
he whom the Lord foretold 
suddenly, swiftly descends: [Refrain] 

2 Forth to the faithful he comes 
with sevenfold mystical offering, 
pouring on all human souls 
infinite riches of God. [Refrain]  

3 Hark! for in myriad tongues 
Christ's own, his chosen apostles, 
preach to the ends of the earth 
Christ and his wonderful works. [Refrain] 

4 Praise to the Spirit of life, 
all praise to the fount of our being, 
light that now lightens all, 
life that in all now abides. [Refrain] 

Words: By permission of Oxford University Press 

Let it breathe on me  
LEVAS #116 

Let it breathe on me, Let it breathe on me. 
Let the breath of the Lord, now, breathe on 
me. 

Let it breathe on me, Let it breathe on me. 
Let the breath of the Lord, now, breathe on 
me. 

1 While I’m working Lord, in your vineyard 
here, I can do naught if thou aren’t near. Oh 
come, blessed Lord, just so close to me, that I 
may feel you breathe on me. 

2 When the pathway Lord, I cannot see, 
when the way is dark, Lord, breathe on me. 
Give me grace to know when thou art near, 
Oh I pray thee, Lord, please breathe on me. 

Words: Magnolia Lewis-Butts, 1942 

Holy Spirit, ever living (Abbot’s Leigh) 
Hymnal #511 

1 Holy Spirit, ever living 
as the Church's very life; 
Holy Spirit, ever striving 
through her in a ceaseless strife; 
Holy Spirit, ever forming 
in the Church the mind of Christ; 
thee we praise with endless worship 
for thy fruits and gifts unpriced. 

2 Holy Spirit, ever working 
through the Church's ministry; 
quickening, strengthening and absolving, 
setting captive sinners free; 
Holy Spirit, ever binding 
age to age, and soul to soul, 
in a fellowship unending 
thee we worship and extol. 

Words: Copyright held by A.R. Mowbray & Co. Ltd. 

O Holy Spirit, by whose breath  
(Komm, Gott Schopfer) 
Hymnal #501 

1. Come, God Creator, Holy Ghost, And 
visit Thou these souls of men; Fill them 
with graces, as Thou dost, Thy creatures 
make pure a gain. 

2. For Comforter Thy name we call. Sweet 
gift of God most high above, A holy 
unction to us all O Fount of life, Fire of 
love. 

3. Our minds illumine and refresh, Deep in 
our hearts let love burn bright; Thou 
know'st the weakness of our flesh; And 
strengthen us with Thy might. 
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4. Thou with Thy wondrous sev'n fold gifts 
The finger art of God's right hand; The 
Father's Word Thou sendest swift On 
tongues of fire to each land. 

5. Drive far from us our wily foe; Grant us 
Thy blesséd peace within, That in Thy 
footsteps we may go, And shun the dark 
ways of sin. 

6. Teach us the Father well to know, 
Likewise His only Son our Lord, Thyself to 
us believing show, Spirit of both, aye 
adored 

7. Praise to the Father, and the Son Who 
from the dead is risen again; Praise to the 
Comforter be done Both now and ever. 
Amen. 

Words: Copyright © 1971, John Webster Grant 

 


