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The Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Proper 6 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 

June 14, 2026 Year A 
10:30 a.m. 

* Indicates please stand as able 
 

Prelude      

*Opening Hymn  Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim (Paderborn) Hymnal #535 

*Opening Acclamation BCP 299 
Bishop:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 

Bishop:  There is one Body and one Spirit; BCP 299 
People:  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant:  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People:  One God and Father of all. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 299 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your 
grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; 
for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Exodus 19:2–8a 

The Israelites had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in 
the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. Then Moses went up to God; 
the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, 
and tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth 
is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words 
that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 

So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that 
the LORD had commanded him. The people all answered as one: “Everything that the LORD 
has spoken we will do.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 100                          (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Jubilate Deo 

 
1 Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; * 

serve the LORD with gladness 
and come before his presence with a 
song. 

2 Know this: The LORD himself is God; * 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 

we are his people and the sheep of his 
pasture. 

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
give thanks to him and call upon his 
Name. 

4 For the LORD is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
and his faithfulness endures from age 
to age. 

The Epistle Romans 5:1–8 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for 
us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual Hymn  I want to walk as a child of the light (Houston) Hymnal #490 

*Alleluia  (Led by the cantor) 

 

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 9:35–10:23 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
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Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve 
apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, 
and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James 
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who 
betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, 
and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As 
you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise 
the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without 
payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two 
tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. Whatever town or village you 
enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet 
it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace 
return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from 
your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land 
of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 

“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in 
their synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a 
testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you 
are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; 
for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will 
betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have 
them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures 
to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell 
you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

(All repeat the alleluia)  

The Sermon Bishop Duncan-Probe 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates  

Bishop: The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
Sponsor:  I present Riya Bolander to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Bishop: Do you desire to be baptized? 
Answer:  I do. 

Question: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 
against God? 

Answer:  I renounce them. 

Question: Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 
creatures of God? 

Answer:  I renounce them. 

Question: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer:  I renounce them. 
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Question: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer:  I do. 

Question: Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer:  I do. 

Question: Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer:  I do. 

Bishop: The other Candidates will now be presented. 
Presenter:  I present Marie Beshures, Riya Bolander, Zeke Merlis, Craig Small, Rich Smith, 

and Jack Wright for Confirmation 

The Bishop asks the candidates 

Bishop:  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidate:  I do. 

Bishop:  Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidate:  I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 

Bishop: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in 
their life in Christ? 

People:  We will. 

Bishop: Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our 
own baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant  

Bishop:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

Bishop:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Bishop:  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
the bread, and in the prayers? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop:  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 
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Bishop:  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 
of every human being? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Candidates 

Bishop:  Let us now pray for Riya who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth, and for 
those who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

Leader:  Deliver them O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader:  Open their heart to your grace and truth. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader:  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader:  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader:  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader:  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader:  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bishop:  Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in 
glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 

Thanksgiving over the Water 

Bishop:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

Bishop:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Bishop:  We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved 
in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their 
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the 
baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, 
to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 
everlasting life.  

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ 
in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that 
those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in 
the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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The Baptism 

Bishop:  Riya, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have 
bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them 
to the new life of grace. Sustain them O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them 
an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit 
to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

Riya, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own 
for ever. Amen. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

Bishop and People:  

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

Confirmation  

Bishop:  Let us now pray for Marie, Riya, Zeke, Craig, Rich, and Jack who have renewed 
their commitment to Christ. 

  Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the 
sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these 
your servants the covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth 
in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

For Confirmation 

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Bishop:  Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for 
your service; and sustain him all the days of his life. Amen. 

or this 
 Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace,  that he may 

continue yours forever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, 
until he comes to your everlasting kingdom. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome  

Offertory Sentence 

Offertory Anthem  Here I am, Lord Daniel Schutte (b. 1947) 
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*The Great Thanksgiving  Expansive Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

 

 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) Hymnal #S-129 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had 
fallen into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 
us to you, the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Fraction Anthem   Hymnal #S-163 

Invitation to Communion 

This altar is not ours, it is the Lord’s. So come to this altar you who have much faith, and you 
who would like to have more. You who have been here often and you who have not been 
here for a long time. You who have tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed. Come. It is 
Christ who invites us to meet him here. 

Adapted from The Iona Community, Iona Abbey Worship Book, (Glasgow, UK: Wild Goose Publications, 2001), 53. 

Communion will be distributed in the center aisle. Please, come forward in a single line to receive. 
You may either drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer,  

or a Eucharistic Minister will intinct the wafer for you. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn My God, thy table now is spread (Rockingham) Hymnal #321 

*Postcommunion Hymn  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus LEVAS #136 
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Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Closing Hymn   O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling (Tidings) Hymnal #539 

Postlude    

Liturgical Ministers:  Josette Garrison, Beverly Way, Susan Backstrom 

Virtual Vergers:  Sara VanLooy, Isabel Evans 

Accompanist:  Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou   

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 
Bettie Lee 
Bev 
Tylor  
Laura 

Roger 
Massaia family 
Jack 
Chris 
Olivia  
Kathryn 
Gabe 

John 
Suzanne 
Robert 
Patricia 
Brian 
Brian Cito 
Tim  

Mark 
Paul 
Jesse 
Johnlyn 
Chet 
Patrick 
Anderson family 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Mitchell Hall, Nancy Siemon, Beverly Green, Owen Hoekenga, Jennifer Johnson,  

Cecilia Goulart, Merrick Oakes (Brett Oakes Jr.) 

Confirmands: Marie Beshures, Riya Bolander, Zeke Merlis, Craig Small, Richard R. Smith, 
Jack Wright. 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532   
 www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster  

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee 
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to 
meet.” Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for May, June, and July is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are 
many ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Christian Formation  Please, join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the Chapman Room 
for our Sunday School Class, Discipleship: Common Prayer, a conversation about how we follow 
Jesus in our parish community and our daily lives in light of our worship traditions found 
in The Book of Common Prayer. 

Inquirers’ Class  Please, join us on Sunday afternoon at 3:00 p.m. in the Chapman Room. 

Plan Ahead  Beginning on Sunday, June 21st, the Sunday services will be at 8:00 am and 
10:00 am. We will return to services at 8:00 am and 10:30 am on Sunday, September 13th.  

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 6 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca NY 
June 14, 2026 Year A 

Hymns 

Ye servants of God, your Master 
proclaim (Paderborn) 
Hymnal #535 

1 You servants of God, your Master 
proclaim,  
and publish abroad his wonderful name;  
the name all-victorious of Jesus extol;  
his kingdom is glorious and rules over all.  

2 God rules in the height, almighty to 
save;  
though hid from our sight, his presence 
we have;  
the great congregation his triumph shall 
sing,  
ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.  

3 "Salvation to God, who sits on the 
throne!"  
let all cry aloud, and honor the Son;  
the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,  
fall down on their faces and worship the 
Lamb.  

4 Then let us adore and give him his 
right:  
all glory and power, all wisdom and 
might,  
all honor and blessing with angels above  
and thanks never ceasing for infinite love. 

I want to walk as a child of the light 
(Houston) 
Hymnal #490 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the 
world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. 

In him there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. I 
want to look at Jesus. 
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my 
path, 
and show me the way to the Father. 

Refrain 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 
I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, 
we shall know the joy of Jesus. 

Refrain 

Words: Copyright © 1970, 1975 Celebration, all rights 
reserved. 

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
LEVAS #136 

1 I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 
No turning back, no turning back! 

2 Though no one join me, still I will 
follow, 
Though no one join me, still I will follow, 
Though no one join me, still I will follow, 
No turning back, no turning back! 

3 The world behind me, the cross before 
me, 
The world behind me, the cross before 
me, 
The world behind me, the cross before 
me, 
No turning back, no turning back! 

O Zion, haste, thy mission high 
fulfilling (Tidings) 
Hymnal #539 

1 O Zion, haste, thy mission high 
fulfilling, 
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to tell to all the world that God is Light; 
that He who made all nations is not 
willing 
one soul should perish, lost in shades of 
night. 

Refrain: 
Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace; 
tidings of Jesus, redemption, and release. 

2 Behold, how many thousands still are 
lying, 
bound in the darksome prison-house of 
sin, 
with none to tell them of the Savior’s 
dying, 
or of the life He died for them to win. 
[Refrain] 

3 Proclaim to ev'ry people, tongue, and 
nation 
that God, in whom they live and move, is 
love; 
tell how He stooped to save His lost 
creation, 
and died on earth that we might live 
above. [Refrain] 

4 Give of thy sons to bear the message 
glorious; 
give of thy wealth to speed them on their 
way; 
pour out thy soul for them in prayer 
victorious; 
O Zion, haste to bring the brighter day. 
[Refrain] 
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